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SLA militiaman wounded 

MAWAY°Lnv (AJFP) — a member of the Israeli- 
backed Soufli Lebanon Army (SLAJ militia was 
wounded on Monday m a bomb blast in southern 
Lebanon, the SLA said. The militiaman was injured in 
an explosion near his position in Kroum A] Arz, in the 
j Chrisoan -dominated Jezzine region which adjoins 
Israel s self-declared “security zone” in southern 
Lebanon, the SLA said. There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the attack. Three SLA mili- 
tiamen have been killed and 11 injured in at tacks in 
southern Lebanon this year. Most of the attacks were 
cairied out by Hizbollah, which is spearheading a 
campaign to drive Israeli troops out of Lebanon. 
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UAE sends medicine to Iraq 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The Red Crescent Society of 
the Emirates has sent $548,000 worth of medicine to 
Iraq, the group said Monday. The goods, going by 
truck via Jordan, were expected to reach Iraq this 
week. The Red Crescent Society, the Islamic equiva- 
lent of the Red Cross, has sent more than $5.48 million 
worth of aid to Iraq since 19%, the group said. An 
official said the Emirates society plans to open an 
office in the Iraqi capital Baghdad by the end of the 
year to coordinate the distribution of humanitarian aid. j 
He asked that his name not be used. In February, the 
Emirates sent two planes to Iraq carrying 80 tonnes of 
food, medicine and clothing. U.N. sanctions imposed 
on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait bar Iraq from 
exporting oil. except in limited quantities under U.N. 
supervision, and ban other trade dealings. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


After Netanyahu’s acceptance: 

Arafat welcomes Blair’s call 


for high-level talks in London 


GAZA CITY (AP) — In a 
first success in Mideast 
peacemaking, British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair on 
Monday persuaded Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat to attend high-level 
peace talks in London next 
month. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu has 
already accepted Mr. 
Blair's offer, making it like- 
ly the London meetings 
will take place early next 
month. 

The format still needs to 
be worked out — a job that 
apparently will be tackled 
by U.S envoy Dennis Ross 
when he returns to the 
region later this week. 

In recent months, Mr. 
Arafat steadfastly refused 
to meet with Mr. 
Netanyahu, saying he did 
not want to create a false 
impression of progress at a 
time when Israel is not 
ready to make concessions 
on a West Bank troop with- 
drawal. 

Earlier Monday, Mr. 
Arafat's advisers insisted 
that ahead of London talks, 
the United States must go 
public with its still unoffi- 
cial proposal that Israel 
withdraw from 13.1 per 
cent of the 'West Bank' in 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat hold talks with British Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
the Palestinian presidential office in Gaza on Monday (Reuters photo) 


several stages over 12 
weeks. Israel would have to 
accept the American offer, 
the advisers said. However, 
the Palestinians softened 
their position after a Blair- 
Arafai meeting in Gaza 
City. 

Asked about the Palestin- 
ian conditions, Palestinian 
Cabinet minister Han an 
Ashrawi said: “Israel 

should deal positively with 
the American ideas.” 

' Israel tas' Signalled some 


flexibility, with an Israeli 
official saying Monday that 
Mr. Netanyahu was consid- 
ering a pullback from 11 
per cent of the West Bank, 
up from his earlier limit of 
9 per cent. 

In talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu on Sunday. Mr. 
Blair proposed to host 
meetings in London 
between Mr. Arafat, the 
Israeli leader and U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 


Officials: King sent formal 
letter of protest to Netanyahu 


By Alia A. Tbukan 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN - Israel’s refusal to 
commit to U.S. proposals on a 
second troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank prompted 
His Majesty King Hussein to 
send a letter to Israeli Prime 
Minister ■ Benyaznin 

Netanyahu warning him of the 
danger the deadlock in the 
peace process poses to Jordan 
and the region, official sources 
said Monday. 

The letter, his second in a 
year, was sect to Mr. 
Netanyahu on Friday, a day 
after King Hussein held a sur- 
prise meeting with fbe Israeli 
premkr in Eilat 

“His Majesty was not satis- 
fied with the outcome of 
Thursday’s talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu and decided to 
send him a formal Idler of 
protest." one official source 
told the Jordan Times yester- 
day. 

King Hussein implied in the 
letter that Jordan would be the 
first country to suffer from a 
continuing impasse, accord- 
ing to another source. 

Though the officials 
described the Eilat talks as 
“very cordial" they said the 
letter reflected the King’s 
growing impatience with Ml 
N etanyahu's policies, includ- 


ing desperate attempts to con- 
vince Amman of the reasons 
behind Israel's refusal to 
accept U.S. withdrawal pro- 
posals to help breathe life into 
die PaJestinian-Israeli track, 
stalled for the past 15-months. 

“His Majesty was particu- 
larly angered by Mr. 
Netanyahu's attempts to con- 
vince bira why Israel could 
not accept American propos- 
als for a redeployment from 
13 per cent of the West Bank 
at die Filar talks " said one offi- 
cial 

The Israeli premier called 
tor Thursday’s meeting with 
King Hussein fuelling specu- 
lation that he had ‘'something 
new and important to say,” the 
source explained. 

Instead, he said. Ml 
N etanyahu showed up at the 
meeting armed with maps of 
the West Bank which he used 
to try to convince King Hus- 
sein of Israel's “security” con- 
cerns in giving up a further 13 
per cent of the West Bank to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAj. 

According to various 
sources, the Monarch insisted 
at the weekend meeting that 
Israel must live up to the Oslo 
and Hebron peace accords. 

In the letter, the King also 
outlined all he terms of refer- 
ence dealing with the Arab- 


Israeli conflict and the agree- 
ments the Jewish stale had 
signed with the Palestinians, 
and wanted of die dire conse- 
quences if the stalemate per- 
sisted, one of the officials sad. 

In his first letter to Ml 
N etanyahu, in March 1997. 
King Hussein blasted the 
Israeli prime minister's hard- 
line policies saying they were 
moving the region closer to a 
‘blood bath." 

Jordan fears that a further 
delay in resuming Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks could 
only lead to political instabili- 
ty in the Kingdom, home to 
many Palestinian refugees and 
suffering from economic 
hardships. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s tough 
peace policies have given fur- 
ther ammunition to Jordanians 
opposing the Kingdom's 1994 
peace treaty with Israel. 

“We are constantly remind- 
ing everyone that Jordan is 
always the first to suffer if 
there is no movement on the 
peace track." one of die offi- 
cials told the Jordan Times. 

Israeli government officials 
haw described the recent let- 
ter as “substantive and friend- 
ly." Bur a Jordanian official 
responded by saying that this 
is an attempt at p urrin g “a 
happy face,” on an otherwise 
serious incident. 


Euro-Med officials call for 
Palestinian state — draft 


PALMA DE MAJORCA 
(R) — Senior officials from 
11 Mediterranean countries 
holding talks on the Span- 
ish island of Majorca on 
Monday condemned 
Israel’s settlement policy 
and called for the creation 
of a Palestinian state. 

A draft communique 
obtained by Reuters and to 
be presented to the 
Mediterranean forum, a 
grouping of European and 
North African nations, 
urges Israel to withdraw 
troops from occupied 


Palestinian lands in compli- 
ance with die Oslo peace 

accord. 

The document, which 
must still be endorsed by 
foreign ministers attending 
the two-day conference set 
to begin on Monday, 
expressed “deep concern 
for the prolonged stagna- 
tion of the Middle East 
peace process". 

The officials also said the 
continued deadlock carried 
•‘major risks of regional 
destabilisation.” 

Preparation of the 


forum's communique coin- 
cided with a visit to Israel 
by British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, representing the 
European Union, to try to 
restart peace talks stalled 
since March 1997. 

Negotiations ground to a 
halt after Israel began 
building a Jewish settle- 
ment on occupied Arab 
land in Jerusalem. Palestin- 
ian suicide bombings and 
disputes over Israeli troop 
redeployment deepened the 


The format was not yet 
clear. Israeli and Palestin- 
ian officials said Ms. 
Albright could meet sepa- 
rately with Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu, hold a 
three-way summit, or even 
bring Mr. Blair into the 
talks. 

Asked about Mr. Arafat’s 
response. Ms. Ashrawi told 
the Associated Press: “He 
welcomed the idea, but we 

(Continuewd on page 7) 

Weizman: 
Settler’s death 
was politically 
motivated 

MAON (AFP) — Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman said Mon- 
day that die killing of a Jewish 
settler by Arabs in the Wfesi 
Bank was a tenor attack and not 
a land dispute as claimed by 
police, Israel Radio repotted. 

“1 have no doubt thatlhis act 
was politically motivated." Mr. 
Weizman said during a visit to 
the scene of die gun bade Sun- 
day that left two other sealers 
and one Palestinian wounded 
1 ibe radio said 

Dov Driban. 28. was killed 
after be and another settler 
ordered eight Palestinian 
bedouins to stop grazing their 
flocks near their ranch outside 
the Wes: Bank settlement of 
Maon, south of Hebron. 

According to accounts of the 
incident, Driban pulled out his 
pistol and in an ensuing scuffle 
the Palestinians wrestled the 
weapon away and shot him and 
die other Israeli A third settler 
then arrived at the scene with an 
M-16 automatic rifle and shot 
one of the Palestinians, wound- 
ing him seriously. Israeli police 
and officials of the Shin Bet 
internal security agency deemed 
that the killing was a criminal act 
linked to a long-standing land 
dispute and not a politically 
motivated attack. But right-wing 
ministers disagreed and said the 
incident should be treated as a 
tenorist attack. 

Bedouins from the nearby vil- 
lage of Yana have complained 
for months dial Driban and the 
two other settlers had illegally 
set up a ranch on .Arab-owned 
land outside Maon and then 
harassed shephenls who tradi- I 
tionally led ihrir flocks through , 
the area. In response to Sun- 
day’s lolling, militant Israelis 
tried to set up a new settlement 
on die she Monday by placing 
two mobile homes there, army 
officials said. 

The array said the mobile 
homes were unauthorised and 
soldiers quickly encircled the 
site to prevent seders fitxn 
bringing in mote vehicles. 

Settlers also set four bedouin 
tents ablaze eady Monday near 
Maon, police said. 


King, Blair warn of serious consequences 
if peace process stalemate continues 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair started 
discussions with Palestin- 
ian officials on Monday one 
day after he and His 
Majesty King Hussein 
warned that the stalemate in 
the peace process poses a 
serious threat to the securi- 
ty of the region and the 
whole world 
King Hussein said on 
Sunday after talks with Mr. 
Blair that the peace process 
can still be saved, bur Pales- 
tinians and Israelis must go 
back to the negotiating 
table or else an era of dark- 
ness will engulf the region. 

The two leaders also 
stressed full support to the 
U.S. initiative to resume the 
peace talks, and voiced 
their commitment to exert 
all necessary efforts to 
complement Washington's 
moves. 

At a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Blair, King 
Hussein said: “This is a 
time when 1 believe the 
peace process can be saved, 
or otherwise we will all be 
plunged into a very dark 
and very dangerous peri- 
od." 

“We must do whatever we 
can for... the descendants of 
the children of Abraham to 
live in peace and security, 
in human dignity, and to put 
thetr abilities together to 
build a future that is worthy 
of them." 

Mr. Blair, whose country 
currently holds the six- 
month presidency of the 
EU. stressed that European 
efforts to break the dead- 
lock in the peace process 
must be “complementary" 
to U.S. mediating initia- 
tives. 

He stressed that both 
Britain and the EU intended 
“to play an active role," but 
with “both humility and an 
understanding of the limita- 
tions. because it is... impor- 
tant that we act comple- 
mentary to the efforts that 
the U.S. is making." 

Tel Aviv has rejected a 
recent U.S. proposal for an 
Israeli withdrawal from a 
further 13 per cent of the 
West Bank, insisting that ii 



His Majesty King H ossein and British Prime Minister Tony Blair talking to reporters at 
a joint press conference at the Royal Palace in Amman on Sunday (Photo by Yousef 
Allan) 


will only accept a nine per 
cent withdrawal. 

A fresh American initia- 
tive is expected to be for- 
warded by U.S. peace 
envoy Dennis Ross, who 
will visit the region next 
week. 

King Hussein said the 
agreement on British-ruled 
Northern Ireland, reached 
on April 1 1 between Lon- 
don and Dublin after 28 
years of conflict, was “a 
good omen" and he hoped 
that “the current visit of the 
prime minister to the area at 
a very, very critical time 
will help us move ahead." 

Mr. Blair, who visited 
Amman on the third leg of 
his first Middle East tour 
since he was elected prime 
minister in January last 
year, pledged “to do what- 
ever I can. in both my 
capacities as British prime 
minister but also as presi- 
dent of the EU. to try and 
make progress in the Mid- 
dle East peace process.” 

“We cannot draw easy 
comparisons or parallels 
between two different situa- 
tions." be said, referring to 
the Northern Ireland ques- 
tion and the Mideast peace 
process. 

“But one common lesson 
there is... and that is that 


these situations, difficult as 
they are over many, many 
years, can only be resolved 
through willingness to 
resolve them." 

Ml Blair's four-day tour 
of the Middle East started 
in Cairo on Friday, and 
included visits to Saudi 
Arabia. Israel and Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas. 

He was expected to 
reassert Europe’s impa- 
tience with Israeli policies 
towards the Palestinians 
and the EU's opposition to 
Jewish settlement building 
in talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu later Sunday 
(See separate story). 

The Labour leader told 
reporters here prior to his 
departure to Jerusalem that 
“in the end. the best securi- 
ty for Israel and everybody 
in this region is a peace 
process that works." 

“I would say it is ulti- 
mately the best security for 
the world." he added. 

He expressed determina- 
tion “to make sure that a 
process is under way that 
gives confidence to people 
that there can be some solu- 
tions. 

“We know how important 
that is, not just for the peo- 
ple of the region, but for the 


Ensour: Draft press law ready 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Monday said thar 
it has drafted a new press 
and publications law 
which will replace the 
1 993 law, pledging that the 
new legislation will afford 
the media more freedom. 

Speaking to reporters 
during the*” weekly briefing. 
Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour said that 
the draft law will be sub- 
mined for debate to the 
Lower House during an 
upcoming extraordinary’ 
session expected “by the 
mid of this summer." 

Drafting the law comes 
less than a week after His 
Majesty King Hussein 
called on Prime Minister 
Abdui Salam Majali to 
introduce a new law that 
would replace the existing 
1993 legislation. 

The King’s request, 
addressed in a letter to Dr. 
Majali last Wednesday, 
stressed on preventing 
daily and weekly newspa- 
pers from publishing arti- 
cles that adversely affect 
Jordan’s ties with Arab 
countries, especially tbe 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAJ. 

“I expect your govern- 
ment to take the necessary 
measures in submitting a 
new press and publications 


draft law that would deter 
anyone from harming Jor- 
dan’s relations with Arab 
stares or adversely affect- 
ing national unity,” the let- 
ter read. 

Dr. Majali replied by 
saying that the government 
will "undertake the neces- 
sary legislation” as soon as 
possible. 

Dr. Ensour. Saturday, 
said that “the draft law- 
offers more freedom to the 
media, a larger role io the 
judiciary with more trans- 
parency* and clarity’.’’ 

"It will not allow the 
executive authority to gain 
more power [over the 
press] but it will give no 
room for those [journal- 
ists] whose loyalty is not 
to Jordan... loyalty ro the 
country’ is a holy issue." 
the deputy prime minister 
said. 

Dr. Ensour. however, did 
not elaborate on the arti- 
cles of the draft law. which 
according to media reports 
endorse higher fines 
against newspapers that 
violate it and impose more 
restrictions on the required 
qualifications of editors in 
chief. 

“The draft law is not an 
amendment to the previous 
one but a comprehensive 
and progressive law,’’ Dr. 
Ensour added. 

“The draft law is aimed 
at taking away the govern- 


ment’s hand from issuing 
provisions and administra- 
tive decisions against press 
institutions." he added. 

Meanwhile, commenting 
on the government’s deci- 
sion on Thursday to ban Al 
Jazirah Television and the 
Laebanese Broadcasting 
Corporation (LBCl from 
transmitting two separate 
reports on a press confer- 
ence held by opposition 
parties, the minister said 
that the ban was "within 
the laws of the Kingdom." 

"We are not part of the 
dispute between the PNA 
and Hamas. This is an 
entirely Palestinian issue 
and it is very sensitive" he 
added, referring to the dis- 
pute between the PNA and 
Hamas over the killing of a 
top Hamas leader on 
March 29. 

During Wednesday’s 
conference, a coalition of 
12 Jordanian parties criti- 
cised the PNA’s mass 
arrests of Hamas activists 
in the self-rule areas. 

“We will abide by His 
Majesty’s message in letter 
and spirit,” Dr. Ensour 
said. 

“The King’s message is 
not material for debate and 
discussion. The Royal let- 
ter is an order which we 
implement. There is no 
concession on such 
issues." he added. 


stability of the world," he 
said. 

Palestinian-lsraeli peace 
negotiations froze last 
March, follow’ing the deci- 
sion by the Likud-led gov- 
ernment of hard-line 
Netanyahu to start con- 
struction works for a Jewish 
settlement in Jebel Abu 
Ghneim. in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook infuriated 
Israeli officials in March, 
when he met Palestinian 
leaders on a visit to Jebel 
Abu Ghneim, to assert 
Europe’s opposition to 
Israeli settlement policies 
and reiterate that Tel Aviv 
must cany out long overdue 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank. 

On the bilateral level. 
King Hussein and Mr. Blau- 
hailed the strong relations 
between the two countries 
and expressed their willing- 
ness to expand cooperation. 

"Our relations w r ith 
Britain are traditionally 
strong and we are proud of 
them." the King said, 
adding that Jurdanian- 
British cooperation "had 
achieved several objec- 
tives.” 

(Continued on pagew T) 


Jordan urges 
neighbours 
to stop 
infiltration 
attempts 

By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour on 
Monday urged neighbouring 
countries to refrain from 
allowing armed groups to 
infiltrale into Jordan. 

Dr. Ensour, who said the 
Kingdom wants to maintain 
good ties with all Arab neigh- 
bours. was responding to a 
question on what measures 
Jordan would take to prevent 
the infiltration of “armed 
groups from Syria” by saying; 
‘These missions will not dis- 
turb us and we hope that they 
do not exist.” 

He refrained from naming 
any country. 

‘These are not missions of 
goodwill. We do not warn to 
point the finger at this stale or 
that- AD attempts that were 
aimed ai hurting the country 
have failed,” *e official, who 
is also the minister of informa- 
tion, said. 

"One of the pillars of our 
foreign policy is not to inter- 
fere in other countries* inter 

(Continued on page 7) 
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LIGHT FROM THE TOMB OF CHRIST: Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theodoras the 
First holds large candles Saturday as he is carried in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in the traditional ceremony of the Holy Fire, as hundreds of Orthodox 
faithful try to get fire from his candle. The Orthodox religious procession starts as 
Theodoras exits with fire from the site of the traditional Tomb of Jesus Christ with- 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Today, Christians in Jordan celebrate Easter 
Sunday (Reuters photo) 


Qatari minister in Syria 


to improve strained ties 

‘We cannot continue to have any type of ties with 
Israel while the peace process remained frozen' 


-DAMASCUS (R) — Qatari 
- Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassim Ben Jabr 
Al-Thani opened talks in 
Damascus on Friday, sig- 
nalling an end to diplomatic 
strains over a conference in 
Doha that was attended by 
Israel and boycotted by Syria. 

He told reporters on amval 
that Qatar might order Israel to 
close its commercial office in 
Doha as a mark of displeasure 
over its stalling in peace talks. 

Welcoming Sheikh Hamad 
ar the airport Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa 
said the dispute about 
November’s Doha conference 
for regional economic cooper- 
ation was now ended. 

“We are confident that the 
reasons which made ties, copl 
for some time are now oven 
We will discuss this issue dur- . 
ing the meetings this evening 
and tomorrow” Mr. Sharaa 
said. 

Syria led a campaign for the 
boycott of the conference, 
accusing the Israeli govern- 
ment of blocking the peace 


process. 

Ties between Syria and 
Qatar began to improve last 
month when Ml Sharaa took 
part in a meeting of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference that was held in 
Doha. 

Sheikh Hamad said in his 
remarks on Friday that Qatar 
was considering the closure of 
an Israeli commercial office in 
Doha because of the Israeli 
government's attitude towards 
peace. 

The Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
which made good progress 
when the Israeli government 
was led by the Labour Party, 
came to a stalemate when 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu of the Likud Party 
took office in June 1996. 

“All the signs coming from 
the Israeli government make 
us think seriously about clos- 
ing the Israeli commercial 
office. We want the Israelis to 
understand that we cannot 
continue to have any type of 
ties while the peace process 
remained frozen," Sheikh 


Hamad said. 

“We are studying this issue 
at present and hope there 
would be some kind of move- 
ment because we opened the 
office when the peace process 
was going well. If this process 
stops the reason for the open- 
ing of the office will disap- 
pear." he added 

The Qatari minister said his 
country supported Lebanon in 
rejecting Israel's offer for con- 
ditional withdrawal from 
south Lebanon in accordance 
with U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425. 

“The Security Council reso- 
lution is clear. It calls for 
unconditional withdrawal by 
the Israelis from south 
Lebanon. There is no need for 
any conditions." Sheikh 
Hamad said. 

Syria, the main foreign 
power in Lebanon where it has 
some 35.000 troops, and 
Beirut have rejected the Israeli 
offer saying Lebanon would 
not give the Jewish state any 
security guarantees in return 
for pullback. 


60 arrested as Turk police 


disperse Islamist protest 


ANKARA (AFP) — More 
than 60 people were arrested 
on the third straight day of 
protests in southeastern 
Turkey Saturday when police 
broke up a demonstration of 
Islamists chanting anti-secular 
slogans, the Anatolia news 
agency said 

Hundreds of people took 
part in the demonstration in 
the town of Barman to protest 
against planned prison sen- 
tences for those violating a 
secular dress code, it said 

In two other protests in the 
region Friday, one in Batman 
and the other in the nearby 
town of Solhan. five police 
officers were slightly injured 
when demonstrators hurled 
stones at them. Some 130 
people were arrested 

On Thursday in Batman, 
police broke up a demonstra- 
tion by some 4,000 Islamic 
students and their families 
protesting an official circular 
forbidding girls in state reli- 
gious schools from wearing 
the Islamic veil. 

Those were the first arrests 


42 refugees detained in Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish authorities Saturday detained 
42 people, mainly Iraqi Kurds and Iranians, in the coun- 
try's northwest as they were preparing to illegally enter 
Greece, local officials said. The illegal immigrants were 
detained in two buses near the Greek border in the province 
of Edirne, they said. Three Turkish refugee smugglers, who 
reportedly took some S2.000 from each immigrant for the 
trip to Greece, were arrested. Turkish authorities prevented 
more than 5,000 people, mainly from Iraq and other devel- 
oping Asian countries, from entering Greece illegally. But 
thousands of others managed to make their way to Turkey's 
northwestern neighbour. 


outside Istanbul in connection 
with the circular issued early 
last month by the education 
ministry limiting the wearing 
of the veil to classes on the 
Koran in state religious 
schools. 

Since Prime Minister Mesut 
Ydmaz’s secular government 
came to power last June, sev- 
eral universities and ministries 
have distributed circulars 
reminding people of secular 
laws on the books. 

These laws ban wearing of 
the Islamic veil at universities 
and public functions on the 


contention they are ostenta- 
tious signs of Islamic ideas. 
Although the laws were on the 
books, they were never strict- 
ly applied until the arrival of 
Mr. Ylmaz's government 

Mr. Yilmaz said last month 
that prison sentences would 
be brought for those violating 
the secular dress code. 

Strict anti-lslamic measures 
followed last years collapse 
of an Islamist-led government 
which was accused by 
Turkey's powerful pro-secular 
military of encouraging reli- 
gious fundamentalism. 


Ankara to seek death sentence for Sakik 


VNKARA (AFP) — A former 
op commander of Turkey's sep- 
ratist Kurdish rebels, who was 
aptured in northern Iraq ieceni- 

y, could face a death sentence in 

iis upcoming trial, a Turkish 
cosecutar said Saturday. 
“Semdin Sakik's crimes 
ieserve the death sentence and I 
riD demand capital punishment 
gainst him when his trial 
pens," die state security prosec- 
utor m the southeastern dty of 
jiyarfcekit Nihat Cakar, told the 
rfvate television channel NTV. 
fiflirflc, framer commander of 
ie separatist Kurdish Labour 
arty (PKK) in southeastern 
tnkey. last month surrendered 
, an Iraqi Kurdish group in 


northern Iraq after a dispute with 
PKK leader Abdullah Ocaian. 

But on Monday a Turkish 
marine team captured Sakik in 
the northern Iraqi t own of 
Dchuk and brought him to 
Turkish territory by helicopter. 
He has been interrogated by 
intelligence officials in 
Diyaxbakir since then. 

Sakik has personally been 
blamed for the 1993 killing of 33 
unarmed Turkish soldiers travel- 
ling in a bus in the southeast 

Ocaian and Sakik had been at 
odds over die PKK's strategies 
in recent months. Turkish news- 
papers alleged that the two men 
had been competing for the 
group's leadership. 


But on March 16 Sakik quit 
the PKK and surrendered to the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). a leading Iraqi Kurdish 
group controlling the Iraqi side 
of the border with Turkey. 

Turkish officials said the oper- 
ation to capture Sakik followed 
die KDFs rejection of Turkish 
requests for his extradition. 

The KDP protested against the 
move, saying Salute's abduction 
could damage the normally 
good relations between the Iraqi 
Kurd group and Ankara. 

Sakiks defection and capture 
is viewed as a major blow to the 
PKK. which has been fighting 
the Ankara government since 
1984 for a Kurdish homeland 
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In victory for N. Ireland’s Trimble 

Main Protestant party backs 
power-sharing with Catholics 


BELFAST <AP) — Northern 
Ireland's main Protestant party 
swallowed its misgivings 
Saturday and voted to back a 
peace agreement to share 
power with Catholics. 

The Ulster Unionist Party’s 
governing council voted 540- 
210 in favour of the deal, 
matching the optimistic pre- 
dictions of party leader David 
Trimble. 

The door is open. I expect 
the rest of the (Protestant) 
community to come through it 
with us." Mr. Trimble told a 
news conference immediately 
after the vote. 

Meanwhile in Dublin, die 
party associated with the Irish 
Republican Army put off its 
decision on whether to support 
the agreement 

Gerry Adams. leader of the 
IRA-allied Sinn Fein party', 
applauded the Ulster Unionist 
vote. “Well done. David." he 
said at the start of his address 
to his party's annual confer- 
ence. 

The vote was a victory for 
Mr. Trimble, w ho had staked 
his political career on persuad- 
ing his divided party to back 
the deal. The decision also 
makes it more likely that the 
deal will be approved in a May 
22 referendum for all voters. 

Mr. Trimble challenged the 
IRA-ailied Sinn Fein parry to 
give up its weapons. “Are they 
prepared to finally and irrevo- 
cably renounce violence? 
There is no more time for 
equivocation, it’s time for 
them to speak." he said. 

Amid signs of dissent, Sinn 
Fein had burly minders bar 
outspoken critics of the accord 
from entering the conference 
hall Saturday 

One of them. Sinn Fein 
Councillor Francie Mackey, 
said many party supporters 
have -serious reservations 
about the overall process. 



U.S. Congressman Peter King, left, addresses the Sinn Fein annual conference in Dublin, 
Ireland, Saturday, watched by fellow Congressman Richie Neal, right- The conference 
passed an emergency motion to reconvene within a month to decide on the Northern 
Ireland peace pact — if necessary. Party spokesmen stressed that the two-day annual 
meeeting could still reach a decision following a full debate on the issue.diuriung this con- 
ference, but said the option to return to the question was being retained (AP photo) 


because it did not contain the 
dynamic to deliver on any of 
the main demands of Sinn 
Fein." including an end to 
Northern Ireland's existence 
as a state separate from the rest 
of Ireland 

Mr. Mackey and other mem- 
bers of a splinter Sinn Fein 
faction calling themselves the 
"32-County Sovereignty 
Committee." in reference to 
the number of counties in both 
parts of Ireland had their party 
membership suspended last 
week. 

Like the Ulster Unionists. 
Sinn Fein is considered crucial 
to the success of the agree- 


ment 

If the April 10 deal is 
approved the British-mle 
province will get its own legis- 


lature which will be obliged to 
cooperate with the Republic of 
Ireland on some issues affect- 
ing the whole island To gain 
support from the IRA and pro- 
British paramilitary groups, 
the agreement promised to 
speed up the release of prison- 
ers. 

The Irish government yield- 
ing to a key Unionist demand 
will hold a referendum on 
amending its constitution to 
drop its claim on the territory 
of Northern Ireland 

Mr. Trimble, a 54-year-old 
law profession who became 
Ulster Unionist leader three 
years ago. is likely to lead the 
new assembly. 

He says the agreement has 
secured Northern Ireland's 
place in the United Kingdom. 


and will force the IRA’s allies 
to accept, for the first time, 
that there will be no united 
Ireland until a majority of 
Northern Ireland's people 
want it. 

He dislikes some parts of the 
deal — the accelerated release 
of prisoners, the international 
commission to recommend 
changes in the provincial 
police force, the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, and another 
commission looking at the jus- 
tice system. 

But most of the prisoners 
would be released within two 
years anyway, he says, and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair's 
government will press ahead 
with the police and justice 
reviews whether or not the 


agreement survives. 


Turin Shroud 
on view for 
faithful 


TURIN (AFP) — The Turin 
Shroud was on public view' 
Saturday for the first rime 
since 197S. with an estimated 
three million people expected 
to see the relic in the next two 
months. 

The archbishop of Turin, 
Cardinal Giovanni Saldarini. 
Saturday led the first group of 
faithful past the relic, kept 
under heavy guard in a two- 
tonne showcase whose atmos- 
phere is computer-controlled. 

On May 24. Pope John Paul 
D Is scheduled to view the 
shroud, which some believe 
was used to wrap the bod v of 
Jesus Christ after he was taken 
down from the cross. 

The linen shroud measures 
436 by HO centimetres (14 
feet four inches by three feet 
seven inches) and bears the 
imprint of a bearded man with 
apparent wounds to his hands 
and feet 

It was the first public show- 
ing of the controversial relic 
since scientific tests carried 
out for the Roman Catholic 
Church in I98S on samples of 
the shroud indicated that it 
dated from the Middle Ages. 

The Catholic Church offi- 
cially accepted the verdict 
though conservatives and 
some scientists have recently 
questioned the reliability of 
carbon -dating. 

Revered by Roman 
Catholics since the 14th cen- 
tury. foe shroud has been 
unfolded and stretched out on 
a steel frame after centuries 
folded up in a traditional reli- 
quary. 

As 50 guards stood by. the 
faithful fifed past the relic in 
the Turin cathedral under soft 
lighting designed to preserve 
the mysterious image on the 
fabric. 

Ffeople wishing to view (he 
relic must make reservations, 
part of the security arrange- 
ments implemented to protect 
the shroud 

Giuseppe Ghiberti, cite of 
the organisers of the exhibi- 
tion. said a mixture of inert 
gases based on argon would 
be pumped into the showcase 
to protect the shroud from oxi- 
disation. moisture and bacte- 


ria. 


Iran welcomes ceasefire in Afghanistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian foreign ministry 
Saturday hailed the Taleban’s 
commitment to a U.S.-bro- 
kered ceasefire in 
Afghanistan as a step toward 
ending the 1 5-year-long civil 
war. Radio Tehran reported. 

"If the Taleban agree to a 
truce and negotiations with 
the opposition this will be a 
positive development." min- 
istry spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi said. 

Iran "still wanted a truce 
and inter-Afghan talks to halt 
the crisis." he was quoted by 
the radio as saying. 

Tehran “is ready to cooper- 
ate with the United Nations 
and the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference" to help, 
he added 

The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, Bill 
Richardson, the most senior 
Western official to visit 
.Afghanistan in 20 years, 
announced Friday he had 
secured a 1 0-day ceasefire 
and an agreement from the 
Afghan opposition forces and 
the Taliban to hold talks by 
April 27. 

The talks would be held 


under the auspices of the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. 

He cobbled together the 
agreement after meeting sep- 
arately with the Puritanical 
Muslim Taleban, which con- 
trols more than two thirds of 
Afghanistan, and their north- 
ern opponents, former Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
ethnic-Uzbek warlord Abdul 
Rasheed Dostum and the 
leader of the Shiite Hezb-e- 
Wahdat faction, Karim 
Khaiili. 

Mr. Richardson later went 
to Pakistan, where his visit 
included talks on 
Afghanistan. 

Pakistan is considered the 
chief backer of the Sunni 
Muslim Taleban while Shiite 
Muslim Iran supports an anti- 
TaJeban alliance and still rec- 
ognizes the ousted Mr. 
Rabbani as Afghan president. 

The Taleban. or ’theology 
students." drove Mr. Rabbani 
from the capital. Kabul, in 
September 1996 and are 
pushing to seize the rest of the 
country and set up an Islamic 
state. 


U.N. envoy to Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Brahimi said in 
Tehran Tuesday that a peace- 
ful solution to the conflict in 
Afghanistan will not be possi- 
ble without the cooperation of 
both Pakistan and Iran. 

“The problem of peace in 
Afghanistan is first of all the 
problem of its neighbours. 
Since Iran and Pakistan 
refuse to pull in the same 
direction, there will be prob- 
lems.* 5 Mr. Brahimi told AFP. 

He added that a rapid end to 
the conflict depended on 
Afghanistan's neighbours 
halting vveapons shipments to 
the waning parties. 

Iran's special envoy for 
Afghanistan. Allaedin Bor- 
udjendi. said Sunday that it 
was too optimistic to expect a 
quick end to the conflict. 

Since there is no consensus 
among the countries in the 
region against a military solu- 
tion. and in support of inter- 
Afghan negotiations and a 
coalition government, it 
would be too optimistic to 
speak of a quick end to the 
conflict, he said during talks 
with Mr. Brahimi. 


Cyprus expels Japanese cultist 


LARNACA iRi — Police 
in Cyprus expelled a lead- 
ing member of the Japanese 
Aum Shinri Kvo i supreme 
truth) doomsday cult on 
Saturday, deeming him “too 
dangerous" to stay on the 

Mediterranean island. 

Toshiyasu Ouchi, 45. left 
Lamaeu International 
Airpon at 0800 GMT on a 
Cyprus Airways flight to 
Paris. 

The Japanese national, 
wanted In Japan on suspi- 
cion of killing a fellow cult 
member in 1989. spent the 
night at Nicosia central 
prison after being arrested 
by police at midday on 
Friday. 

"He is accompanied by a 
(Cyprus) police officer and 
two Japanese officials. 
Arrangements are being 
made for his transfer to 
Japan from Paris." a police 
source loid Reuters. 

Witnesses said Mr. Ouchi 
was taken to Lamaca. on 
the south eastern coast of 


Cyprus, about three hours 
before his departure. He 
was put onto the aircraft 
before any of the other pas- 
sengers. 

Mr. Ouchi is on a 
Japanese nationwide want- 
ed list on suspicion of con- 
spiring to kill fellow cult 
member Shuji Taguchi. 21. 
in 1 9S9. The man was 
throttled to death with a 


rope. 

The Japanese branch of 
Interpol informed Cyprus 
about the fugitive on April 
2. Cyprus authorities pur 
Mr. Ouchi under surveil- 
lance. hut were hampered 
by the lack of an extradition 
treaty between the two 
countries. 

However. information 
that Mr. Ouchi was plan- 
ning to flee Cyprus on 
Friday afternoon for a third, 
unknown destination 
prompted Cypriot authori- 
ties to act. 

In an immigration depart- 
ment order, thev cancelled a 


three-month resident's per- 
mit Mr. Ouchi had secured 
when he arrived on the 
island from Russia on 
March 12. It also described 
him as “persona non grata." 

“This measure was taken 
because he is considered a 
dangerous person and con- 
sequently, an unwanted 
one," said a police state- 
ment. 

It added that Mr. Ouchi 
was considered to be a lead- 
ing member of the “terrorist 
organisation" and faced 
charges of murder and other 
serious oftences in Japan. 

Aum Shinri Kyo was 
responsible for releasing 
sann gas in Tokyo’s sub- 
way in March 1995, killing 
1 2 people and making thou- 
sands ill. 

Japanese media have 
reported that Mr. Ouchi had 
been under investigation by 
the Russian authorities on 
suspicion of trying to revive 
the cult s activities in that 
country. 
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Dubai wins world 
record for serving 
biggest breakfast 


DUBAI (AP) — Thousands 
of people poured into die 
Dubai Creek Paris Friday for 
a special breakfast — the 
biggest ever served. Over 
14,000 people participated 
in the event. Some 250 vol- 
unteers handed out plastic 
bowls of cereal from behind 
a 100-metre table that was 
laid out with 1,500 boxes of 
the company's different 
brands. That came to about_._ 
15 milli on pieces of cereal. 
But Dubai is hungry for 
more. On Thursday, it 
attempted to build the 
world's largest globe out of 
balloons. 
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Cheap AJ? 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Vice President A1 Gore on 
Friday laced sharp criticism 
for his meager contributions 
to charity. Gore gave jnst 
$353 to charity in 1997, 
according to his income tax 
return, which shows the vice 
president made nearly 
$200,000. President Bill 
Clinton and his wife Hillary 
were more generous, giving 
away some $270,000, 
including the revenues from 
her book 'll Takes A 
Village." The Clintons 
declared income of 
$569,511. The Republican 
National Committee 
promptly dubbed Gore 
“Cheap Al,” stressing that 
Clinton’s heir designate 
gave just 0.00 1 7 per cent of 
his income to charity, in 
contrast to an average U.S. 
rate of 2.2 percent 
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Naked students may 
be stripped of run 


ANN ARBOR (.AFP) — 
Female University of 
Michigan students planning 
to take part in the annual 
Nude Mile run celebrating 
the end of the academic year 
should reconsider, officials 
here say. Police report an 
increasing number of inci- 
dents of spectators groping 
women runners and m aking 
lewd comments as the event 
has grown larger and rowdi- 
er in recent years. Last year, 
about 10,000 people 
watched a group of abort 
1,000 students, mostly grad- 
uating seniors, run naked 
across the university cam- 
pus. Officials say some peo- 
ple took videos of the nm 
and later sold them bv. . 
advertising “Fresh Naked 
College Girls" on the 
Internet. 
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American inherits 
tide of world’s 
oldest person 




LONDON (AFP) — A 117- 
year-old American woman 
has inherited the tide of 
“World's Oldest Living 
Person" after the death of a 
Canadian woman 26 days 
her senior, the Guinness 
Book of Records said 
Friday. Sarah Gafk, who 
was bom on September 24, 
1 880, in Pennsylvania in the 
United States, has taken 
over the title from Marie 
Louise Febronie Meilleurof 
Canada, who died Thursday, 
said Guinness. According to 
Meilleur's daughter Olive 
Thierren, her mother died 
peacefully Thursday after- 
noon at the Nipissing Manor 
nursing home. “She’s been 
very well until last week,’' 
said Therrien. 78. "She gpt a 
blood dot in her leg and it 
moved from her leg into her 
lung." 
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Archbishop 
boycotts baseball 





NEW YORK (AFP) —The 
Roman Catholic archbishop 
of New York, John 
O'Connor, will ’ boycott 
baseball games this year 
because the major leagues 
played on Good Friday, 
media reports said. “I will 
not go to a game because 
major league teams played 
on Good Friday,” he was 
quoted as saying in Friday s 
edition of the" New York 
Post O’Connor is known 
for being a big baseball fen. 
“1 love the Yankees. I J° v >‘ 
the Mets. I love baseball- 
he noted in his weekly col- 
umn in Catholic New York, 
a church publication. 
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King, Queen meet with 
French tourism minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor met Mon- 
day with French Minister 
of Tourism Michelle 

Demessine to discuss 
enhancing French support 
and cooperation in the 
fields of tourism and the 
preservation of Jordan’s 
archaeological heritage, 
according to a press 
release. 

King Hussein presented 
Mrs. Demessine with AI 
fiawkab medal. 

According to Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji, the Jordanian 
Season in France, which 
was inaugurated by Queen 
Noor and Madame Chirac 
in March 1997. and the Jor- 
danian cultural exhibition 
at the Institute of the Arab 
World, which was opened 
by King Hussein, Queen 
Noor and President Chirac 
last June, resulted in “an 
increase of 16 per cent in 
the number of French 
tourist nights in 1997 com- 
pared to 1996.” 

The French government 
has supported the restruc- 
turing of the Ammoun Hos- 
pitality and Tourism Col- 
lege, has donated $660,000 
in equipment and will fund 
the expenses of two 
experts. The college, which 
will officially • open next 
September, will offer a 
two-year diploma in hotel 
management as well as six- 
month courses for tourism 
guides who have a univer- 


sity degree in archaeology, 
the statement continued. 

According to the presi- 
dent of the Hotel Associa- 
tion in Jordan. Michael 
Nazzal, “all students of the 
college will take French 
language courses and those 
trained in hospitality will 
learn French cuisine ” 

Mrs. Demessine will also 
be looking into the devel- 
opment of Iraq Al Amir, the 
site of a second century 
B.C. palace and of a his- 
toric village that the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation has 
renovated and transformed 
into an income-generating 
handicrafts village. The 
French government will 
continue its help in restor- 
ing Jordanian archaeologi- 
cal sites and in providing 
training for the protection 
of its antiquities, according 
to the announcement. 

According to Mr. Biltaji. 
the French company 
ACCOR, which owns 
around 3.000 hotels and 
spas throughout the world, 
will sign agreements soon 
with die Jordan Tourism 
Investments Company for 
the management of the 
Main Spa Village, the Dead 
Sea, Taybet Zaman and 
Nawafei. 

HRH Prince AJi, Mr. Bil- 
taji, French Ambassador 
Bernard Bajolet and the 
French Director of Tourism 
Hugues Parent attended the 
meeting with the King and 
Queen, the statement con- 
cluded. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Ensonr meets with visiting British admiral 

AMMAN (Petra) — Acting Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour 
Monday received British Cteputy Chief of Staff Admiral Peter 
Abbott, with whom he reviewed bilateral military' relations 
and means of future cooperation between the two countries. 
Dr. Ensour also reviewed the challenges facing the region and 
the important role Britain can play m overcoming the obsta- 
cles facing the Middle East peace process. The chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaab- 
neh, also met with Admiral Abbott and reviewed the regional 
situation, in addition to issues of common concern. 

April 27, 30 designated public holidays 

.AMMAN (Petra) — All ministries, government departments 
and public institutions will be closed on Monday, April 27, and 
Thursday, April 30, in observance of the new Hijra year and 
Labour Day. respectively, according to a communique issued 
by Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali. 

Salt awards JD409.000 contract for commercial complex 

SALT (Petra) — The Salt Municipality has awarded a 
JD409.000 contract to a local contractor to construct a new 
commercial complex in the city centre. Salt Mayor Haiti 
Kbreisai said Monday. Me Khreisat said the 5,000-square 
metre building, which will include a parking lot, aims to pro- 
vide enough space for commercial stores and help the munic- 
ipality finance its projects, in addition to easing traffic jams in 
the crowded town. 

Community school in Doha receives full accreditation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Education has decided 
to accredit the Jordanian community school in the Qatari cap- 
ital of Doha as a full-fledged Jordanian school, the ministry's 
director of education, Mahmoud Massad, said He added that 
graduates from this school will be able to compete tor univer- 
sity seats in Jordanian universities on an equal footing with 
students attending schools in Jordan. 




what's 
going on 




FILMS 

' * “Cany On... Abroad” at the British Council Jabal 
. Ainihan at 6:00 pjn. Also showing children’s film “Cam- 
berwick Green” on Wednesday, April 22, at 5:00 p.m. 

. * German film “Alice in den Slacken” (with subtitles in 
English) at Abdul, Hameed Sbomah Foundation, Jabal 
Amman. at 6J0 p.m. • 

■ * German film “Der amerifamische. Freund” at Goethe- 
Insnnit, Jabal Amman on Wednesday, April 22, at 7:00 
p.QL \ . .. ' y.'..- . 


. . , . . tECTURE 

' * “the EURO — Dawning of a New Leading Curren- 
cy?” (m English) by Hans Pinter at Gbethe-Institixt, Jabal 
Amman at 6:30p.m. • 


EXHIBITIONS 


Works by Yassin Al Mobammadawi at, the Orient 
Gallery, Shmeisani (Tel. 5681303/4), until May 7. 

* ' Private' coUection' of. - Jan Kassay entitled Flowers 
Series” at the- Jordan I^iver Designs Project showroom. 
J^ Animan freJ. 4613081/2), until April 22. . 

* Photographic exhibition entitled “A Tour in the Dead 

Sea”.by Jaussen antTSavignac at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, until April 30. - . - . 

- "^ Paintings by Lebanese-American artist Etel Adnan 
entitled'^ Artist’s Book of Art and Poetry” at Dual Al 
F un\m, : V IahflV Weibdeh. until May 21. Also displaying 
works by -Berlin-based Syrian artist Marwan Bashi enn- 
iled “A 1 Suite oTHeads,” and . works by contemporary 

Arab artists. . : - . ■ * . . . 

* Works by- Maurice Haddad at Hammurabi Axis 
Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 553609S), untal April 22. 

_* paintings on handmade paper at Noor Al Hussein 
Fonnrfari or^ - offWadi- Saqra Sl (TeL 5699141/2), until 
April 25.. • 1 



Her Majesty Queen Noor guides former Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev into the Institute of Diplomacy in 
Amman on Monday (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


King, Queen receive former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 


AMMAN (J.T. i — Their 
Majesties Kins Hussein and 
Queen Noor on Monday 
received President and Mrs. 
Mikhail Gorbachev at Bab 
Al Salam, where King Hus- 
sein presented the former 
Soviet leader with Al Nabda 
medal. 

HRH Prince Ali also 
attended the meeting. 

Earlier yesterday Queen 
Noor stressed that 'clarity of 
vision, courage and commit- 
ment to peaceful resolution 
of conflicts are the leadership 
skills that the United Nations 
University /International 
Leadership Academy 

(UNU/ILA) seeks to pro- 
mote. 

Welcoming Mr. Gorbachev 
before a lecture he delivered 
on Monday as part of a 
UNU/ILA joint programme 
with the Gorbachev institute. 


Queen Noor announced that 
the ILA will be hosting the 
second international leader- 
ship programme this July. 

She said the programme 
will comprise “four weeks of 
interactive seminars and 
w orkshops on peace, security 
and global leadership chal- 
lenges." 

The Queen, who is the 
chair of the UNU/ILA' s advi- 
sory board, added that the 
academy will introduce “in 
early 1999 an eight-week 
advanced leadership pro- 
gramme incorporating inde- 
pendent research on a partic- 
ular global issue, as well as 
an extended leadership travel 
programme." 

In addition to yesterday's 
joint programme with the 
Gorbachev Institute, “the 
ILA has co-sponsored an 
international conference on 


mediation and conflict reso- 
lution in Nonhem Ireland as 
well as a global leadership 
week at the University of 
Maryland last November." 
the Queen said. 

Addressing the conference, 
which was also anended by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. the Queen paid trib- 
ute to Mr. Gorbachev, a 1990 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 
for "his leading role in intro- 
ducing innovative political 
and economic reforms to the 
former Soviet Union. 

"Since the late 1 980s, pere- 
stroika [economic restructur- 
ing] and glasncsi [political 
and cultural liberalisation, 
openness] have resulted in 
significant transformations 
on the world political and 
socio-economic map” she 
noted. 

Former Foreign Minister 


Kamel Abu Jaber, who heads 
the Institute of Diplomacy, 
where the lecture was held, 
described Mr. Gorbachev as 
“the leader of the second 
Russian revolution, a blood- 
less revolution which ush- 
ered Russia into the 2 1 st cen- 
tury.” 

In his lecrure, Mr. Gor- 
bachev analysed the chal- 
lenges relaxed to the globali- 
sation process. 

He later addressed a press 
conference, but the Jordan 
Times reporter was denied 
entrance. 

The UNU/ILA is the first 
global leadership training 
facility and the first U.N. 
institution to be initialed and 
established in the Middle 
East 

Dr. Majali sianed champi- 
oning the idea of such an 
institution 15 years ago. 


Queen, Cherie Blair visit Parties must follow proper channels in 
Business Women Club proposing changes to elections law — Ensour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Sunday received the wife 
of the British prime minis- 
ter. Cherie Blair, at the 
headquarters of the 
National Federation of 
Business and Professional 
Women Club (BPWCl. 
where Mrs. Blair was 
briefed on the club's legal 
consultative services, 
small business counselling 
and the business incubator 
programme, according to a 
press release. 

Queen Noor. who is the 
honorary president of the 
BPWC federation, noted 
that the centre is an “exam- 
ple of intersectoral cooper- 
ation, where the govern- 
ment, non-governmental 
institutions and the private 
sector work closely togeth- 
er to promote and expand 
legal services and business 
opportunities for women.” 

According to a 
spokesperson for the 
British Prime Minister. 
Mrs. Blair, who is a lawyer 
by profession, expressed 
her interest in the legal ser- 
vices available to women 
in Jordan and expressed 
her admiration for the 
work done by the BPWC 
and the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF). 

According to the 
BPWC's Legal Coun- 
selling coordinator, 

Butheina Jardaneh. the 
BPWC’s legal consultative 
services were established 
in 1984 to raise awareness 
of women's legal and con- 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 
Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Pharmacists Association 
(JPA) Monday reiterated 
its request that the govern- 
ment protect its members 
after a spate of recent 
attacks on pharmacies 
across the Kingdom 
blamed by officials on 
drug addicts. 

JPA President Abdul 
Raheem Issa said two new 
attacks were committed 
against pharmacists in the 
past two weeks. The latest 
incidents came wo 
months after one pharma- 
cist was killed and another 
seriously injured in two 
separate attacks. 

“The two incidents in 
February were not the only 
assaults against pharma- 
cies." he told the Jordan 
Tunes. “There w r ere two 
similar incidents in 
Amman and Salt recent- 
ly” 

“We want the govern- 
ment to take measures to 
protect pharmacies... we 
want police patrols to 
make regular visits, espe- 
cially in remote areas,” he 
added. 

A pharmacy on Gardens 
Street was robbed on April 
6, the eve of the Muslim 


stitutional rights, extend 
individual free legal 
advice (with help from the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment) and follow up 
through out-of-court set- 
tlements or court action. 
The legal services benefit 
around 700 women annu- 
ally. with nearly 1 SO cases 
taken to court, the state- 
ment said. 

The centre, which has a 
hotline, also holds semi- 
nars and workshops on 
laws and policies affecting 
the personal status of 
women that range from 
marriage, divorce and cus- 
tody matters to economic 
and social rights. 

The visit of Queen Noor 
and Mrs. Blair to the 
BPWC ended with a pre- 
sentation by NHF Execu- 
tive Director Sima Bahous - 
on the foundation's nation- 
al. regional and interna-, 
tiona! projects in the fields 
of integrated community 
development and women 
and enterprise develop- 
ment. 

Queen Noor and Mrs. 
Blair, who were accompa- 
nied by Jamie Majali. were 
received by Senator Sub- 
hieh Ma'ani and other 
members of the BPWC. 

Later. Queen Noor host- 
ed a lunch for Mrs. Blair at 
Al Ma'wa Palace, which 
w'as anended by Senator 
Leila Sharaf. Ruweidah 
Tarawneh. Mrs. Majali. 
In'am Mufti. Mrs. Battis- 
combe. Dr. Bahous and 
Asma Khader. 


*Eid Al Adha (sacrifice 
feast). 

“Money was stolen from 
a drawer while several 
drugs went missing,” Mr. 
Issa said. “In the city of 
Salt, two young men. 
armed with knives, 
attacked a pharmacy and 
forced the pharmacist to 
give them money and 
drugs.” 

The incidents came three 
years after Jordan was 
rocked by the murder of 
three pharmacists in sepa- 
rate attacks. No arrests 
have been made in con- 
nection with the 1995 
crimes. 

Police reported that the 
two February attacks were 
carried out by the same 
person after tests by the 
criminal lab showed that 
the bullets fired came 
from the same gun. 

According to Ministry' of 
Health regulations, several 
narcotics and drugs, 
including anti -depressants 
and sleeping pills, cannot 
be sold without a doctor's 
prescription. 

Hundreds of pharmacists 
took to the street in 
Amman in protest against 
the February attacks and 
asked the government to 
take extra measures to 
ensure their safety. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunc’: Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Deputy Prime 
Minister and Information 
Minister Abdullah Ensour on 
Monday said all political 
forces and citizens are wel- 
come to take pan in a nation- 
al debate over a much-await- 
ed draft elections law. 

However, any political 
party or group interested in 
formulating proposals should 
follow the proper constitu- 
tional channels, and ail drafts 
must be reviewed by the gov- 
ernment. Dr. Ensour told 
reporters at a regular press 
briefing. 

He was referring to an alter- 
native elections law that 
opposition parties said they 
were readying in response to 
a draft announced by the gov- 
ernment last month.’ 

•The Constitution stipulates 
that only the government or 

UNESCO 
delegation 
inspects 
NHF project 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
IONESCO special ambas- 
sador for children in need, 
Mrs. Ohoven. IONESCO 
Deputy Director General 
Adnan Badran and their dele- 
gation visited the Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
Quality of Life Project on 
Monday, according to an 
NHF press release. 

Mrs. Ohoven and the dele- 
gation were received by NHF 
Executive Director Sima 
Bahous and other officials 
from the foundation at the 
Mukheibeh Village, where 
they were received by the 
Quality of Life Project’s local 
committee and tbe Mother's 
Club. 

The delegation were 
pleased by the various aspects 
of the project and the integra- 
tion of the NHFs educational 
projects, namely the Perform- 
ing Arts Centre, in the com- 
munity, the statement said. 

“AI Kanafeesh.” the chil- 
dren's play, was performed as 
part of the Thearre-in-Educa- 
tion programme, as well as 
the interactive performance 
display for women, which 
discusses reproductive health, 
according to the announce- 
ment 

The delegation visited two 
families benefiting from the 
project activities and were 
then taken to the centre, where 
they witnessed the ways 
women have been main- 
streamed into development 
with sensitivity to tradition. 

They were presented with 
the project’s various activities 
and their overall impact and 
benefit to the Mukheibeh 
community. Dr. Bahous j 
explained the NHFs mission ' 
in seeking to improve the 
quality of life of Jordanians by 
responding to their different 
development needs and intro- 
ducing innovative, dynamic 
and sustainable development 
models for the communities, 
the statement concluded 


am [group of) jen or more 
senators or deputies may pro- 
pose a law.” Dr. Ensour said 
adding that, also according to 
the Constitution, “any pro- 
posal must be referred to the 
government, which drafts it in 
the form of a draft law. and 
then submits it to the House.” 

The government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and the opposition have 
locked horns over the contro- 
versial one-person, one-vote 
system since it was intro- 
duced by a Royal Decree a 
few days ahead of the 1993 
general elections. 

~ The government has main- 
tained ”11131 the one-person, 
one-vote system is more 
democratic than the previous 
multiple-vote arrangement, as 
it allows all voters to cast one 
ballot regardless of how 
many seats their constituen- 
cies are allocated. 

But the coalition of 13 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Monday arrived in 
Tunisia to head the Jordan- 
ian delegation to the Higher 
Joint Jordanian-Tunisian 
Committee, which con- 
venes in the Tunisian capi- 
tal today. 

Dr. Majali and senior 
T unisian officials are 
expected to discuss Arab 
and regional issues of com- 
mon concern, including the 
stalled Middle East peace 
process and means of over- 
coming the obstacles facing 
iu 

The prime minister was 
seen off by His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Information Minister 
Abdullah Ensour. and 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The satirical 
writer a( the tabloid weekly 
“Abed Rabboh.” Yousef 
Gheishan. was released 
over the weekend after six 
days of detention. 

Mr. Gheishan was arrest- 
ed from his home at mid- 
night Sunday. April 1 1, by 
security agents w ho he said 
searched his house and 
confiscated everything that 
had his handwriting on. as 
well as his files and 
archive. 

No reason was given for 
the arrest at the rime. 

Mr. Gheishan. who is 
also a journalist working 
for the independent Arabic 
daily Al Arab Al Yawm. 
said his arrest was ordered 
by the military prosecutor 
general on charges of lese 
majeste and distribution of 
anti-government leaflets in 
the town of Madaba. south- 
west of Amman. 

“I was surprised by the 
charges of heading an 
Islamic opposition group 
and distributing leaflets 
slandering the government 


opposition parties, led by the 
powerful Islamic Action 
Front, has insisted that the 
formula encourages tribalism 
at (he expense of political par- 
ties' representation in Parlia- 
ment. 

Nine of Jordan's 13 opposi- 
tion parties boycotted last 
year's general elections, cit- 
ing the one-person, one-vote 
system as one of the main rea- 
sons behind their decision. 

When a draft elections law, 
prepared by the Mini sin- of 
Interior and currently being 
reviewed by the Prime Min- 
istry. was published last 
month, the opposition parties 
accused the government of 
“bluffing” and said the gov- 
ernment's draft included 
“only minor administrative 
changes.” 

They told the Jordan. Times 
last week that they will soon 
publish their own alternative 
draft. Tie opposition's pro- 


senior government offi- 
cials. 

Dr. Majali is accompa- 
nied by Foreign Minister 
Jawad Anani, Minister of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan and 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Bassam 
Emousb. 

Majali meets with 
French tourism miuister 

Prior to his departure. Dr. 
Majali met with visiting 
French Minister of Tourism 
Michelle Demessine and 
anended part of a meeting 
between Jordanian and 
French tourism officials 
and representatives of the 
tourist sector in Jordan. 


and calling for a coup 
against it,’” said Mr. Gheis- 
han. a convened Christian, 
stressing that he had no 
relation” to any Islamic 
group. 

He said he denied the 
charges against him in 
three interrogation sessions 
during his detention at the 
headquarters of the General 
Intelligence Department. 

He said he was treated 
very well, and was released 
Saturday after charges 
against him were dropped. 

“Most of my documents 
and articles were relumed 
to me after my release, 
except a couple of books 
and several documents that 
remained with the intelli- 
gence department," he said. 

Mr. Gheishan who also 
writes satirical columns for 
the weekly Al Bilad, said 
his arrest was only a warn- 
ing to dissuade him from 
writing critical articles 
against the government. 

He thanked Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Information Abdullah 
Ensour. who helped secure 
his release before the East- 
er holiday, and expressed 


posal is expected to replace 
die one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem with a proportional for- 
mula, which would give each 
parts' or coalition a percent- 
age of parliamentary' seats 
equal to the percentage of 
votes they obtained in the bal- 
lot. 

Opposition leaders also said 
their draft law will strip the 
Ministry of Interior of its 
power to supervise the elec- 
tions. It will instead appoint a 
“mixed" body comprising 
senior judges, representatives 
of political parties and civil 
society institutions, and gov- 
ernment officials to supervise 
the whole election process, 
from registration to counting 
procedures. 

Dr. Ensour confirmed that 
the government plans to sub- 
mit its draft Jaw to the 80- 
member Lower House of Par- 
liament during an extraordi- 
nary session this summer. 


The • French minister 
arrived here on Sunday on a 
three-day visit for talks on 
tourism cooperation. 

Dr. Majali praised the 
unique historic relations 
between Jordan and France, 
voicing hope that the visit 
by the French delegation 
will contribute to further 
strengthening bilateral ties. 

Ms. Demessine stressed 
her country's full support 
for Jordan to help advance 
the tourism sector. She 
voiced hope that Jordan 
would be able to benefit 
from France’s long experi- 
ence in the tourism field. 
She added that her country 
is willing to hold training 
workshops for Jordanian 
personnel working in the 
tourism sector. 


appreciation to the media 
body as well and human 
rights organisations for 
their coverage and support. 

In March, the editor of 
Abed Rabboh. Abdul Hadi 
Raji Majali, was detained 
bv security forces for four 
days. 

He said at the time that 
his arrest was because he 
ran a satirical picture of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Minister 
of Interior Nathir Rashid 
on the front page of the 
weekly’s 47th issue. 

Abed Rabboh. the only 
satirical weekly in Jordan, 
was the first to shut down 
after the government 
passed tough amendments 
to the 1993 temporary 
Press and Publications Law 
last May while Parliament 
was in recess. 

The law was described 
both home and abroad as 
stifling “freedom of 
expression.” 

The weekly resumed 
publication in February 
after the law was annulled 
by the High Court of Jus- 
tice and declared unconsti- 
tutional. 


Pharmacists ask for 
government protection 
following more attacks 


Tabloid writer released from detention 


Prime minister arrives in Tbnis for 
Jordanian-Tunisian committee meeting 



2 Home & Middle East News 


Algerian security forces kill 11 armed 
Islamists during operations — reports 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, April 21 , 1 


Free zo 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian 
security forces killed 11 armed 
Islamists during two opera- 
tions east of the capital Algiers, 
the Liberte and A1 Watan 
dailies reported 
The security forces killed 
eight of the Islamists in a 
weekend operation at lakouren 
village in the Bouira district 
some 100 kilometres from the 
Capital, Al Waian said, while 
Liberte said the other activists 
were killed in the Jijel coastal 
region further ease 


A bomb hidden inside a 
handbag and found by chil- 
dren at the entrance to a build- 
ing in the centre of the western 
city of Oran was defused on 
Sunday, the daily Al Khabar 
reported, for its pan. 

Armed Islamists have been 
waging a civil war against the 
Algerian authorities since the 
January 1992 cancellation of 
the second round of general 
elections fbe now outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. 


The Algerian government 
has said some 26,000 people 
have died in the conflict, but 
the U.S. State Department and 
human rights groups put the 
death toll at some 70,000. 

While Islamist groups have 
been blamed for mass butch- 
ery of civilians in many attacks 
ranging from city car bomb- 
ings to raids on isolated ham- 
lets. international watchdog 
groups have also accused the 
authorities of major human 
rights violations. 


Le Matin on Monday report- 
ed that security forces had 
nearly completed a major 
operation, carried out over sev- 
eral weeks, to track down a ter- 
rorist group of about a dozen 
people operating out of the 
sewers in the capital. 

The group, held responsible 
for several attacks in Algiers, 
has been trapped by the dos- 
ing of the sewers pending a 
final assault against them, 
“said to be imminent." the 
paper said. 


Arafat to discuss stalled Middle Habash 
East peace talks in S. Arabia accuses 






expected 
by Jan. | 

1999 — l 
Ensour - 


ByTareqAyyoub - 

Special to the Jordan Times 


DUBAI (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat is set 
to hold talks in Saudi Arabia 
this week on U.S. and Euro- 
pean efforts to revive the 
stalled Middle East peace 
process, Palestinian officials 
said Monday. 

The officials at the Palestin- 
ian embassy in Riyadh said 
Mr. Arafat was due in the Red 
Sea city of Jeddah on Tuesday 
and over two days would 
meet senior Saudi leaders, 
including King Fahd. 


‘The president will discuss 
the latest developments in 
light of the U.S., British and 
European efforts to revive the 
peace process." one official 
said. 

Mr. Arafat was on Monday 
meeting British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair in Gaza to dis- 
cuss a possibility of London- 
based talks aimed at resusci- 
tating the peace negotiations. 

After talks with Mr. Blair on 
Sunday, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 


sprang a surprise when he 
said he was ready to go to 
London within the next 
month to try to break a dead- 
lock in the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. 

Mr Blair has indicated that 
any talks should be based on 
proposals drawn up by the 
United States. 

Mr. Blair, touring the Mid- 
dle East on behalf of the 
European Union, had held 
talks in Egypt. Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan. 


accuses 
Israel 
of Sharif 
murder 


BERBER ACTIVISTS DEMONSTRATE NEAR POLICE: Berber activists Mon- 
day shout slogans next to riot police as tbey celebrate the I8th anniversary or the 
-Berber Spring,’ when tens of thousands of Algerian Berbers marched through 
central Algiers and towns in their northeast Kabylie region to demand official 
recognition of their language and culture. Berber activists commemorate the 
Berber Spring by recalling the suppression of April 20, 1980, of a popular protest 
pallwi by the Berber Cultural Movement (Reuters photo) 


Orthodox Christian leader blesses 
followers in Easter ‘service of love 


ISTANBUL ( AP) — Millions 
of Orthodox Christians across 
die world roasted Iamb, dyed 
eggs and prayed for an end to 
hardship Sunday during 
Orthodox Easter celebrations. 

“Let all partake of the ban- 
quet of the faith! Let ail enjoy 
the riches of goodness,” Patri- 
arch Bartholomew I, die spiri- 
tual leader of the Orthodox 
Church, said in his annual 
Easter message from Istanbul. 

Hie Orthodox patriarch pre- 
sides over 14 autonomous 
Orthodox churches, including 
those of Greece, Albania, Bul- 
garia, Serbia. Romania and 
Russia. 

Some 300 million Orthodox 
Christians observed Sunday 
as the anniversary of the resur- 


rection of Jesus Christ Other 
Christians celebrated Easter a 
week earlier. 

Orthodox believers sched- 
ule their religious observances 
according to the old Julian cal- 
endar, which marks both 
Christinas and Easter later 
than the rest of Christianity. 

Thousands of Romanian 
churchgoers, clasping flicker- 
ing candles, spilled into streets 
across Romania from church- 
es overflowing with worship- 
pers at rrudnight Mass. 

‘T wanted to be closer to 
God," said Cornelia Gheo- 
rghiu, 3S. attending church in 
the central Romanian city of 
Sibiu. “1 wanted to take 
strength from the church to 
help my not very easy life.” 


Since 1989. when commu- 
nism was toppled, there has 
been a resurgence in religion 
in Romania. Some 90 per cent 
of Romanians formally 
adhere to the Orthodox 
Church. 

In Nicosia. Cyprus, thou- 
sands of Greek Cypriots 
prayed for the end of the Turk- 
ish occupation of the northern 
third of the island. 

“On the day of Christ's res- 
urrection we pray for the res- 
urrection of Cyprus and the 
ending of our Calvary, the 24- 
year-long Turkish occupation 
of part our country,” Arch- 
bishop Chrysostomos, head of 
the Cyprus Orthodox Church, 
said in a nationally televised 
message. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
George Habash. head of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP). 
accused Israel Monday of 
being behind the murder of 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) chief bomb 
maker Mohieddin Sharif. 

In an open letter to Palestin- 
ian National Authority tPNA) 
President Yasser Arafat and 
Hamas founder and spiritual 
grade Ahmed Yassin. Mr. 
Habash said “Sharif s assassi- 
nation occurred in the frame- 
work of criminal Zionist poli- 
cy." 

He reminded Mr. Arafai 
and Sheikh Yassin of “mur- 
ders committed by Israel of 
dozens of Palestinian resis- 
tance fighters and intellectu- 
als such as Ghassan Kanafani. 
Khalil .Al Wazir, Abu Iyad. 
Fathi Shflcaki and Yehiya 
Ayyash.” 

Mr. Habash. whose group 
rejects the Israeli-Palestinian 
autonomy accords, said Israel 
is trying “to divide the Pales- 
tinians to get them to kill each 
other." 

He also called for the cre- 
ation of an “independent legal 
body" to investigate Sharif's 
murder. 


Rafsanjani under fire for 
backing Tehran mayor 


TEHRAN (R) — Former 
Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani has 
come under fire in Iran for 
publicly defending the con- 
troversial mayor of Tehran. 

A member of the conserv- 
ative majority in parliament 
called the former presi- 
dent's remarks at Friday's 
prayer sermon at Tehran 
University 1 , broadcast on 
state radio and television, 
“below Rafsanjani 's digni- 
ty." 

Mr. Rafsanjani, now 
chairman of a powerful 
state body that advises 
Iran's supreme leader Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei, said in 
his sermon that political tur- 
moil over the arrest and jail- 
ing of Mayor Gholamhos- 
sein Karbaschi on alleged 
graft offences was a bitter 
experience. 

“How can Mr. Rafsanjani 
defend a detained suspect at 
a sacred place such as the 
Friday congregational 
prayers?," asked the parlia- 


ment deputy, Ahmad 
Rasouli-Nejad from the dis- 
trict of Damavand and 
Firouzkouh near Tehran. 

In remarks published in 
Monday morning newspa- 
pers. he said that, if such 
support for Mr. Karbaschi 
continued, he would dis- 
close the names of people 
who had pocketed windfall 
wealth through connections 
with the mayor. 

Mr. Karbaschi was freed 
on Wednesday after 1 1 
nights in Tehran's Evin 
prison. Ayatollah Khamenei 
ordered his release after 
intervention by Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, who said the 
mayor's detention was 
causing political problems. 

Students and riot police 
clashed the day before the 
mayor's release during a 
demonstration in support of 
the mayor and Hard-line 
activists disrupted a meet- 
ing held in his honour. 

The mayor, who remains 


under investigation, 

returned to work at Tehran 
city council headquarters on 
Sunday. 

The Persian-language 

daily newspaper Iran pub- 
lished by the official Islam- 
ic Republic News Agency 
said in a front- page editori- 
al on Monday that Mr. Raf- 
sanjani shortened his Friday 
prayers sermon when some 
people called for the 
mayor's execution and 
remained silent only to 
avoid tension and protect 
the unity of the nation. 

“This silence was as pow- 
erful as the rage of the 
whole nation,” it said. 

The conservative daily 
newspaper Jorahuri Eslami 
called die hard-liners’ dis- 
ruption “a sinister and 
inauspicious initiative ” 

‘If these political propa- 
ganda games continue, soci- 
ety will be more divided 
and dispersed... And this is 
against the interests of the 
revolution,” it said 


AMMAN — Acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour on ’ 
Monday said be expected -that, 
the Aqaba region will be con- 
vened into a free inrfisteal 
zone by January 1999. 

Dr. Ensour said a $1 million 
feasibility study was expected 
Lo be completed in foe c oming 
six months, adding that the 
government win need an addi- 
tional three months to evaluate 
it. 

“Aqaba win be a comprehen- 
sive fiee region, not only a stor- 
age area for goods,” said the 
minist er, who was speaking a 
a press conference. 

“Once Aqaba becomes a free 
zone, it wiO have its own finan- 
cial system, a different tax sys- 
tem and there wffl be no taxes 
on the banks that are working 
within the region, which will 
encourage the establishment of 
more banks there,” Dr. Ensour 
said 

“The region win include a 
variety of sectora such as indus- 
try and agriculture as wen,"Dt 
Ensour, who is also ministerof 
information, said 
The minister said the exact 
area of the free zone has not 
been defined adding that die 
study win determine if die 
Aqaba region or the entire gov- 
emorate will be included in the 
proposed area. 

Dr. Ensour said Thursday’s 
Cabinet session in Aqaba, 
which was chaired by His 
Majesty King Hussein, focused 
on the development of the 
southern region, a major 
regional hub. 

The region, which borders 
Saudi Aisfoia. Israel and Egypt, 1 
will also witness new joint pro- 
jects between Jordan and a 
number of foreign investors. 


Israel reportedly opposes early release of Vanunu 


Russian ambassador 
meets Iraqi Kurd rivals 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish plan to supply northern Cyprus 
with water delayed 


TEL AVTV ( AP) — Israel will oppose 
the early release of nuclear technician 
Mordechai Vanunu, jailed since 1986 
for spilling Israel’s nuclear secrets, 
newspaper reports said Monday. 

Mr. Vanunu. who was held in solitary’ 
confinement until last month, is serv- 
ing an 1 8-year prison term for giving 
information about Israel's nuclear pro- 
gramme to the Sunday Times of Lon- 
don. He is scheduled to have his first 
parole hearing on Wednesday. 

The Haaretz newspaper said Nili 
Arad, the Israeli Justice Ministry's 
director general, will tell the parole 
board that Israel's defence establish- 
ment objects strenuously to Mr. 
Vanunu’ s early release because he con- 
tinues to be a security risk. 


The justice ministry refused com- 
ment on the reports, and Mr. Vanunu’s 
lawyer could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

Also Monday, spokeswoman Orit 
Messer-Harel said the prison authority 
was considering suspending the visit- 
ing privileges of Mr. Vanunu’s brother 
Asher, who gave an interview to the 
Sunday Times this week on behalf of 
his brother. 

Ms. Messer-Harel said it was a 
“security problem” for Mr. Vanunu. 
whose access to the outside world has 
been severely restricted, ro be quoted in 
the media. She said no action was 
planned against Mr. Vanunu himself, 
on the assumption that he didn’t know 
his brother would pass his remarks on 


to the British newspaper. 

Mr. Asher Vanunu said he asked his 
brother questions during a prison visit 
and didn't tell him that he would relay 
the information to the Times. 

In the interview, Mr. Vanunu said he 
had acted out of concern for Israel 
when he gave the information to the 
paper 12 years ago. 

“I wanted to save the population of 
Israel from the disaster of a nuclear war 
and they turned me into a traitor and a 
spy," Mr. Vanunu was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Vanunu said his motives were 
humanitarian but that “the state turned 
me into a monster." “I say dearly that I 
did what I did from a deep internal con- 
viction and 1 would do it asain.” 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Russian 
Ambassador Nikolai Karnizov 
has met northern Iraq's rival 
Kurd leaders Massoud Barzani 
and Jalal Talabani, a newspaper 
reported on Monday. 

Nabd Al Shabab, a weekly 
ran by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's son Uday. said the 
aim of last week's meetings 
was to reconcile Mr. Barzani 
and Mr. Talabani and to “open 
channels of contact" between 
them and Baghdad. 

The meeting with Mr. 
Barzani, leader of the Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party (KDP), 
look place in the KDP moun- 
tain stronghold of Salahuddin. 
and Mr. Kartuzov went to Qala 
Julan. near the city of Sulay- 


maniya, to meet Mr. Talabani, it 
said. 

A Russian embassy 
spokesman confirmed chat the 
ambassador visited northern 
Iraq but declined to give 
details. 

The Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK). led by Mr. Tale- 
bani. and the KDP have waged 
several rounds of fighting lor 
control of northern Iraq since 
1994, at a cost of more than 
3.000 lives. 

The Iraqi leadership has 
stepped up calls for the two 
groups, which shared control of 
Iraqi Kurdistan between 1991 
and 1994 in defiance with 
Baghdad, to renew links with 
the central government. 


ANKARA (AFP) — A Turkish {dan to supply northern 
Cyprus with water bas been delayed for two months, Hukisb 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Necati Utkan said Monday. 
Turkey, with the help of a Norwegian company, planned to 
use giant floating balloons to drag around seven millian cubic 
metres across the Mediterranean to northern Cyprus. “The 
project, which was due to be bunched on April 23. has been 
delayed until the beginning of June for technical reasons,” 
said Mr. Utkan. 


84 Iraqi Kurds detained on Greek island 


ATHENS (AFP) — Eighty-four Iraqi Kurds and two Turks 
alleged to have helped them enter Greece illegally were 
arrested near Samos in the eastern Aegean, merchant navy 
ministry officials said Monday. The 53 men, 13 women and 
1 8 children were detained at dawn by a pest paired at Agalh- 
onissi, a small island south of Samos. They were transferred 
to police headquarters on Patmos where they said they would 
sedi political atydum. officials said 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Cartoon 

16:30 french programmes 

18:00 Quiz Show — SmallTalk 
18:30 .Drama — Border Town 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Doc. — Fractals 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Pride and Joy 

20:00 What Would You Do? 

20-210 Encounter 

21:10 .Drama — Acapulco Bay 

22:00 -.News in English 

22J0 Feature Film— “Barren" 

23:59 Metro Cafe' 
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CHURCHES 


i St. Man’ of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 
4624590 

Tern fi»nrfa Church Tel. 


4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afinem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
SaOe College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly becoming below 
average by .3 degrees centigrade, 
skies partly cloudy to sunny, and 
winds northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skies will be 
northerly moderate to active, 
and seas calm. 


AJ Saiam pharmacy -.4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy -.4644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 
Nairoukb pharmaev ..4623672 
IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu BaJdr —276S52 
AJ Quds pharmacy _( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Du Ztodjgfcaitim ,992991 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S54 17 


Repairs 4623101 

A Mali Tel. Repairs 45661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ...7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information.. ..44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Ind. Airport -44-53200 


ZARQA: 

Zorqa Govl Hospital 

— (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(091900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
109)99099 


10:40 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

12:45 Luxor (add) (RJ) 

17:05 Cairo (RJ) 

18:30 ..Chicago. Amsterdam [RJ) 
19:00 .JLondoa Frankfurt (RJ) 

00:05 -Milan (add) (RJ) 

04:35 Paris (add) (RJ) 


Amman 

10/20 

15/31 


....08/24 

Jordan Valley 

.... 13/27 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 21, Aqaba 35 Humid- 

ity readings: Amman 

42 per 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


IRBID: 

Princess 


cent Aqaba 19 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. WfesamHaayyin — 748563 
Dc Abdul Hadi Tayyim 46201 15 

De Omar Yassin ...» ..836221 

Dr. KhaKdAbdo 4657129 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al As ema pharmacy ..4637055 


Food Control Centre. ....4637 1 1 1 
CM DrfenreDeporraenf66IUI 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency.„.199 
Rescue ft&e 192.46211 li. 4637777 

Fire Brigade...... -....46 1 7 10 1 

Blood Bank.— 775121 

Highway Police —843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept — 463032J 

Hotel C omplaims 5 605800 

Price Complaints- _5661 176 

VvvSer & SewsasGcrifiijL. 597467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints -787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 


AMMAN: 

The .Arab Centre for Hean and Spe- 

cni Surgery .5921199 

ThelshmtCLAbdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. 
836813. 856856 

Luanda 4630195 

KhaJidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity.. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636 1 40 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....2*669131 

University Hospital .535344 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhujreen 777(01/3 

Al-Bashir— 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital -....567415? 


Basma Hospital 

--.<02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Al Nafees Hospital 
<02)247100 


AQABA: 

Haya Hospital 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13-3® Aden HY) 

14:25 Munich (LH) 

15:00 Istanbul (TK) 

18:05 .. Kiev (6U) 

18:30 ....Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

1*00 Paris f AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv fLY) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 .Cairo (MS) 

23*35 JjaraacatCY) 

23:40 — Amsterdam (KL) 

0035 -Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Pome (A Z) 

04-25 - .....London (BC) 


0&45 Beirut (RJ) 

0830 Amsterdam. New Ycak (RJ) ; 

09:00 Luxor (add) (RJ) 

12:15 Brussels (RJ) 

13:00 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

13:00 -...Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

14:00 London (RJ) 

15:00 Milan. (addO(RJ) 

16:00 Aqaba, Paris (add) (Rfl 

21:20 Jeddab(RJ; 

21:40 Damascus (Rl) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi . Dubai (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

®^s30 -...Damacus (RJ) 

°7:45 Sanaa (Rjj 

08:15 -.Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:20 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10 ^5 Beirut (RJj 

10:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
08:15 ...Amman (QA1A) (RW) 
19:20 .... Amman (QA1A) (RW) 
23:50 -Amman (Marka Airport! (RW 


Other Flights 

07:25 Frankfort (LH) 

14-30 Riyadh (SV) 

1:30 Adeo(JY) 

15:15 Munich (LH) 

16:00 . fctanh ul (TK) 

19:05 Kiev(6U) j 

19-JO „_„_JDubail EK) ' 

21:10 Tel Aviv l}Xl- 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 

0(h40_Beixut, Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 .Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 , Rotne(AZ) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:00 .... Aqaba (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Ffigbts , 

06:00 Aqaba (RW) 

17:30 Tel Aviv (from Mari®! 
Airport) (RW) 

21:30 — Aqaba (RW 
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Top official 
in Moscow 
to prepare 
Clinton - 
Yeltsin G8 
meet 



Indonesian riot police push back hundreds of students from the Jakarta Institute of 
Soda] and Political Science who were trying to leave their campus during an anti -gov- 
ernment protest Indonesian students held anti-government protests despite weekend 
talks with cabinet ministers aimed at ending demonstrations for political and eco- 
nomic reform (Reuters photo) 

Indonesia students protest 
again, despite talks 


MOSCOW (AFP; — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and his U.S. 
counterpart Bill Clinton 
\ will likely discuss disar- 
mament issues on the 
^sidelines of next 
£ north's GS summit in 
j[in effort to clear the way 
for a Clinton visit to 
Moscow later in the 
y ear, U.S. officials said 
Mlonday. 

dJ.S. Assistant 

Secretary of State Strobe 
Tabbott, in charge of 
relations with former 
SovLet republics, is cur- 
rent! «v in Moscow 
preparing the agenda for 
the v bilateral meeting 
during, the May 16-17 
summit of leading 
industrial nations. 

“He's been preparing 
for Clinton and Yeltsin 
to meet on the sidelines 
of the G8 in 
Birmingham (England) 
next month,” the official 
said. 

“The White House is 
continuing to say that 
they would prefer the 
START U (treaty on 
nuclear disarmament) to 
be ratified before a 
Clinton visSit" so that the 
two men could take dis- 
armament 'talks further, 
the officialjsaid. 

The situation “is still 
the same," he added. 

Mr. Talbqtt later held 
talks wijjh interim 
Russian Prime Minister 
Sergei Kiriyjenko during 
which the Birmingham 
encounter and bilateral 
cooperation; were dis- 
cussed, Interfax report- 
ed. 

Mr. Kiriyenko said 
despite the change in 
government “our com- 
mitment to continued 
reform remains 

unchanged,” Interfax 
reported, and pledged to 
honour existing bilateral 
agreements with 

Washington. 

Mr. Clinton insisted 
March 13 that Russia's 
lower house of parlia- 
ment, the state Duma, 
ratify the START II 
treaty before he would 
consider attending a 
summit with Mr. Yeltsin 
in Moscow this year. 

"It would occur after 
the Russian Duma rati- 
fied START II so that we 
could begin to work on 
START 111 and really ... 
take the next big step in 
lowering the nuclear 
weapons arsenals of 
both countries,” he said. 

START IT, which pro- 
vides for a two-thirds 
reduction in nuclear 
arsenals, was ratified by 
the U.S. Senate in 
January 1996 but has 
been blocked by 
Communist and nation- 
alist deputies in Russia 
who say the accord puts 
Moscow at a disadvan- 
tage. 

The treaty would leave 
Russia with 3.000 war- 
heads by 2003, while the 
U.S. would be allowed 
to keep 3.500 nuclear 
warheads. 

A week ago Mr. Yeltsin 
took ratification a step 
closer, presenting 

deputies with the proto- 
cols of the disarmament 
treaty, a move welcomed 
by Washington. 

The protocols were 
signed by U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright and Russian 
Foreign Minister 

Yevgeny Primakov last 
September in a bid to 
satisfy Russian concerns 
about the treaty. 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Indonesian students held 
anti-government protests in 
two cities Monday despite 
weekend talks with cabinet 
ministers aimed at ending 
demonstrations for political 
and economic reform. 

A prominent Muslim 
leader was quoted as saying 
the protests, most of which 
have demanded President 
Suharto step down to accept 
responsibility for a major 
economic crisis, were at the 
point of no return and gov- 
ernment threats of force 
would not stop them. 

Thousands of students 
held a protest rally at the 
Adhi Tama Institute of 
Technology in the east Java 
city of Surabaya and then 
marched to the nearby 
Putara Bangas university 
shouting “reform or war”, 
witnesses said. 

Although the military has 
said it will use force ro 
ensure protests are 
restrained within campus 
boundaries, police watched 
but did not intervene, the 
witnesses said. 

The students chanted slo- 
gans demanding those 
responsible for the crisis be 
brought before the people’s 
constituent assembly. 
“Bring Suharto, bring 


SANTIAGO (AFP) — 
Despite all the rhetoric 
about building a regional 
united family of nations, 
the second Summit of the 
Americas, which conclud- 
ed here Sunday, revealed a 
deep chasm between the 
United States and the rest 
of its hemispheric part- 
ners. 

On issues ranging from 
trade and anti-drug strate- 
gy to policies on Cuba, the 
United States emerged as 
the odd man out in the 
two-day summit. 

The leaders of 34 nations 
of the Americas, excluding 
Cuba, launched landmark 
negotiations to create the 
world’s largest trading 
bloc. 

However U.S. President 
Bill Clinton arrived with- 
out the “fast-track” author- 
ity needed to ensure U.S. 
approval of trade pacts 
without congressional 
amendments, which ana- 
lysts say caused a loss of 
face for Washington on 
other hemispheric issues. 

“Very little (of the initia- 
tives agreed on here) will 
be implemented if the 
United States doesn't 
reestablish its leadership 
through delivering on 
what the hemisphere 
wants most, which is 
trade,” said Robin 
Rosenberg, an analyst 
from the North-South 
Centre at the University of 
Honda at Miami. 

“By complicating fast 
track for the administra- 
tion (U.S. labour and envi- 
ronment groups') jeopar- 
dised U.S. leadership on 
issues that are most impor- 
tant to them.” Mr. 
Rosenberg said. 


Suharto,” they shouted. 

Students at Jakarta’s 
Institute of Social and 
Political Science also held a 
brief protest, but dispersed 
peacefully when police 
blocked them from moving 
off campus, witnesses said. 

The government 

announced a 1 17-point 
reform programme in 
agreement with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) earlier this 
month and set April 22 as 
the deadline to implement 
several of them, including a 
bankruptcy law and a com- 
mercial court. 

Indonesia has undertaken 
the reforms in return for a 
$40 billion IMF bail-out 
package in the worst eco- 
nomic crisis in Mr. 
Suharto's 32 years in 
power. The devastating cri- 
sis has led to unprecedented 
challenges to his rule. 

Amien Rais, a fierce gov- 
ernment critic and head of 
the 28 -mil lion-strong 

Muharaznadiyah Muslim 
organisation, was quoted in 
the Jakarta Post newspaper 
as saying the students had 
reached a point of no return 
in their agitation. 

“The government must 
face the reality that the 
country is in a dire condi- 


Fearing that free trade 
could lead to U.S. jobs 
moving abroad, especially 
to Mexico, Mr. Clinton's 
own Democrats defeated 
"fast-track” legislation in 
Congress before it could 
go to a vote. 

A weak Washington “can 
be seen as an equal ling-out 
of hemispheric relations,” 
Mr. Rosenberg added, “but 
the reality of inter- 
American affairs is that 
U.S. leadership is needed 
on a variety of fronts.” 

Much of the problem, 
according to Latin 
America analyst Eduardo 
Garaarra. is that the U.S. 
administration has “sur- 
rendered much of foreign 
policy (decisions) to 
Congress.” 

In addition to the “fast 
track” fiasco, the White 
House has to bow to 
Congress due to legisla- 
tion requiring it to “decer- 
tify” countries it sees as 
not fizlly cooperating in 
the fight against drugs. 

Latin American nations 
resent the annual unilateral 
evaluation. As a counter- 
balance. leaders here 
agreed to create a multilat- 
eral agency to oversee 
progress in drug-fighting 
efforts. 

U.S. drug czar Barry 
McCaffrey, travelling with 
Mr. Clinton here, however 
warned that the certifica- 
tion policy “in the near 
term ... won’t g° away." 
“The U.S. Congress is not 
going to give up its cher- 
ished certification 

process.” added Ambler 
Moss, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Latin 
America. 

On Cuba, Washington 


tion and reforms are really 
needed.” he said. 

Last week, Mr. Suharto 
gave security forces the 
green light to use force if 
the students did not stop the 
demonstrations. 

“The students are not 
afraid of such warnings,” 
Mr. Rais said, adding a call 
for Indonesia's powerful 
military to support their 
demands for reform. 

“The pressure should not 
cease although there has 
been appeasement from the 
government.” he added. 

He was referring to talks 
senior cabinet ministers 
held with student represen- 
tatives Saturday, when the 
government listened with 
unusual good grace as 
speakers launched an all- 
out attack on the adminis- 
tration. 

But students have said 
political reform is necessary 
along with economic 
reform, blaming the 
nation's woes on crony cap- 
italism centred around Mr. 
Suharto. 

Political analysts said the 
participants did not include 
students from universities 
at the forefront of the 
protests and that the demon- 
strations were likely to con- 
tinue. 


has maintained its hard- 
line stance of sanctions 
and isolation, while a 
growing number of hemi- 
spheric nations are calling 
for engagement. 

Barbados Prime Minister 
Owen Arthur said in his 
opening remarks at the 
summit that it should be 
the last Americas-wide 
meeting without the par- 
ticipation of Cuba. 

During the summit, 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien announced 
an upcoming visit to Cuba, 
and reiterated calls to 
include the island nation in 
the hemispheric meetings. 

Mr. Chretien however 
said that “the consensus is 
not there today” to invite 
Cuba to the next summit, 
which he will host. 

While the presidents of 
Chile and Brazil were firm 
in demanding democratic 
reform in Cuba before 
accepting its membership 
in the Americas club, they 
actively seek closer trade 
and diplomatic ties with 
Havana. 

While Cuba was not offi- 
cially on the agenda, the 
thorny issue was raised at 
a private meeting of the 34 
presidents. 

According to different 
reports. Mr. Clinton, 
though friendly, ignored 
their efforts to loosen U.S. 
policy towards Cuba. The 
issue was repeatedly 
raised by several coun- 
tries, especially those in 
the Caribbean. 

Presidents ranging from 
Peru's Alberto Fujimori to 
Paraguay's Juan Carlos 
Wasmosy criticised 

Cuba's absence at the 
meeting. 


Lack of U.S. leadership in 
Americas could hurt hemisphere 




Indian crisis deepens as 
tainted ministers refuse to quit 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
crisis in India's new coali- 
tion government deepened 
Monday, with three cabinet 
ministers rejecting an “ulti- 
matum” from a key mem- 
ber of the alliance to quit 
over corruption allegations. 

Urban Development 
Minister Ram Jethmalani, 
Commerce Minister 

Ramakrishna Hegde and 
Communications Minister 
Buta Singh hit back by say- 
ing Jayalalitha Jayaram. 
who has demanded their 
removal, should be told to 
leave the minority alliance. 

Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee was 
Monday trying to placate 
the maverick Jayalalitha 
and head off the crisis 
threatening his month-old 
government 

Ms. Jayaram said in a 
statement that Mr. 
Vajpayee had spoken to her 
for a “long time” on vari- 
ous issues and had said he 
would give “serious 
thought” to ber demand and 
take “appropriate action." 

The simmering affair 
began a fortnight ago when 
one of Ms. Jayaram's pro- 
teges was forced to quit the 
cabinet over corruption 


charges. 

Ms. Jayaram. a leader 
from southern India whose 
support is vital for the 
multi-party coalition, 
immediately called on all 
ministers facing similar 
charges to go. She also 
accused Mr. Vajpayee of 
double standards. 

Mr. Jethmalani was quot- 
ed as saying Monday: “The 
prime minis ter should not 
hesitate in telling 
Jayalalitha that enough is 
enough. If she wants, she 
can leave the government." 

“Self-respect is above all 
else. If this continues, we 
can easily sit in the opposi- 
tion." he told the Statesman 
newspaper. 

Ms. Jayaram's AIADMK 
party and its allies from the 
state of Tamil Nadu com- 
mand 27 of die Hindu 
nationalist-led coalition’s 
264 seats. The alliance is 
just short of a majority in 
the 545-seat lower bouse. 

Mr. Vajpayee, sworn in 
last month after national 
elections, subsequently 
scraped through a confi- 
dence motion on outside 
support 

India has bad five gov- 
ernments and two elections 


since early 1996. 

The Press Trust of India 
said Ms. Jayaram's 
deman ds amounted to “an 
ultimatum" that could lead 
to her quitting the coalition. 

The Hindustan Times 
said Mr. Vajpayee had writ- 
ten her a letter to try to 
break the impasse. 

Commerce Minister 
Hegde said the actress- 
turned-politician was 
“behaving like a teenager," 
while Mr. Singh branded 
die allegations “political 
blackmail.” 

Ms. Jayaram’s salvo 
came after Mr. Vajpayee 
asked Surface Transport 
Minister S.R. Muthiah, a 
member of the AIADMK, 
to step down over corrup- 
tion charges. Mr. Muthiah 
resigned on April 8. 

Ms. Jayaram, herself fac- 
ing six corruption cases in 
Tamil Nadu and currently 
on bail but who holds no 
position within the govern- 
ment, said it was “strange 
and unfortunate” that Mr. 
Vajpayee had failed to 
adopt “the same set of prin- 
ciples" with aQ ministers. 

The prime minister’s 
coalition is made up of a 
dozen parties, many of 


them — including the 
AIADMK — regional 
groups that do not share, 
many of the core beliefs of 
Mr. Vajpayee’s Hindu 
nationalists and lack a 
national agenda. 

Ms. Jayaram almost 
pulled the rug from the 
coalition before it was 
sworn in. She claimed Mr. 
Vajpayee was not taking 
demands for Tamil Nadu 
seriously. 

Media reports said the 
rift, papered over at the last 
minute, followed Ms. 
Jayaram’s unsuccessful 
demand for the influential 
finance portfolio. 

The AIADMK leader, 
often compared with for- 
mer Philippines first lady 
Imelda Marcos for her 
extravagant lifestyle, is 
also demanding New Delhi 
dismiss the Tamil Nadu 
state government for 
alleged misrule. 

Ms. Jayaram, chief minis- 
ter of the coastal state 
between 1991-96 but 
whose party is now in 
opposition, wants new 
elections in the hope of 
returning to power. . 


Irish government 
considers peace vote crux 


DUBLIN (AFP.) — The 
Irish government met 

Monday to map out its cam- 
paign in support of the 
Northern Ireland peace 
agreement and to decide 
whether to postpone a vote 
on the EU Amsterdam 
Treaty which is also 
planned to be held simulta- 
neously with the settlement 
referendum on May 22. 

Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem is understood to be in 


favour of holding both votes 
on the same day to save the 
cost of a separate vote and 
ensure a high turnout for the 
Amsterdam Treaty. The two 
main opposition parties also 
favour holding both votes 
on the same day but Sinn 
Fein, the political wing of 
the IRA, and the small 
Democratic Left and Green 
parties want them separated. 

All normal business will 
be put aside Tuesday when 


the Dail — the lower bouse 
of parliament — returns 
from its Easter holiday. An 
1 1-hour debate on die peace 
deal will be held over two 
days. 

The six leaders of the 
main political parties in the 
Republic have signed a par- 
liamentary motion wetcomr 
ing and approving the peace 
deal. 

The Seanad — the upper 
house — will debate the 


deal Wednesday. 

Both houses have to pass 
legislation for the May 22 
referendum by midnight 
Wednesday to give the 
required 30 days notice of 
the vote. 

The Treaty of Amsterdam, 
adopted last year, replaces 
die Maastricht Treaty and 
aims to reform the 
European Union, opening 
the road for EU enlarge- 
ment. 


Catch of the day ... 
Every dav 



Fresh out of its sea-water environment, Talloubi 
is available every morning, all year round ... 


Eating fish twice a week reduces the risk of 
heart disease and high blood pressure. 
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Kohl’s situation continues 
to worsen in German campaign 


BONN (AFP) — Even the 
right-wing press is doubt- 
ing conservative 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
chances for reelection in the 
September national ballot. 

Sunday, the right-wing 
Bild am Sonntag newspa- 
per asked in its front-page 
headline: “Who can still 
srop Schroeder" and said 
about Mr. Kohl: “Never 
have the chances of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
ahead of a national election 
seemed so hopeless.” 

And the Bild Monday 
reported ironically about 
Mr. Kohl returning’ ro work 
after a two-week Easter 
vacation and cure — having 
lost 15 pounds — “As a 
practising Catholic Kohl' 
knows faith can move 
mountains.” 

With less than a week to 
go before a key state elec- 
tion, Mr. Kohl and his 
Christian Democratic 
Union tCDU) look increas- 
ingly helpless before the 
media and vote-getting 


machine of opposition can- 
didate Gerhard Schroeder, a 
market-friendly leftist call- 
ing for a “New Centre” to 
unite the political spectrum. 

Mr. Kohl. 68, in power for 
16 years, has a hard time 
convincing voters that he 
can rum around an econom- 
ic situation in which 
Germany has record post- 
war unemployment of 
almost 12 per cent 

Mr. Kohl says the solu- 
tion is reforming a tax sys- 
tem that makes it costiy for 
businesses to hire workers. 
But this is just what Mr. 
Schroeder proposes, with 
his promise that a new gov- 
ernment can do it better. 

Mr. Kohl also has been 
embarrassed by a series of 
rifts within his ruling coali- 
tion, the most recent com- 
ing this weekend when his 
liberal allies, the Free 
Democrats (FDP) called at 
a party congress for radical 
tax reforms far beyond 
what the coalition wants. 

The FDP even called for 


doing away entirely with 
the solidarity tax used to 
finance development in 
eastern Germany, a propos- 
al that should do little to 
help its chances in state 
elections Sunday in the 
eastern state of Saxony- 
Anhalr. 

Mr. Schroeder has 
widened his lead over Mr. 
Kohl to 40 percentage 
points, according co a poll 
released last week. 

Sixty-six per cent of 
Germans said they plan to 
vote for Mr. Schroeder. 
who was officially nomi- 
nated Friday by the Social 
Democratic Party as their 
challenger to Mr. Kohl, the 
monthly poll by ZDF srate 
television said. 

Mr. Kohl would be left 
with a mere 26 per cent of 
the vote. 

It is the biggest lead 
notched up by Mr. 
Schroeder, 54. in a poll on 
the elections due on Sept. 
27. 

Mr. Kohl was also far 


Yeltsin guarantees Kurils 
to stay part of Russia 


behind four years ago when 
he rallied to win the 1994 
parliamentary ballot. But 
Defence Minister Volker 
Ruehe said over the week- 
end that it would be “naive" 
to think that at this point 
“the trend is turning for us. 

Meanwhile, polls over the 
weekend ahead of the vote 
for the Saxony- Anhalt par- 
liament showed the CDU 
looking ever more anaemic 
againsf the SPD. 

A FORSA institute poll 
showed the SPD with 41 
per cent to 24 per cent for 
the CDU while another 
poll, by INFAS. had the 
SPD with 44 per cent and 
the CDU with 25 per cent. 

State elections have 
become almost primaries 
ahead of the September 
vote. It was in his state bal- 
lot. in Lower Saxony 
March 1. that Mr. 
Schroeder nailed down his 
SPD nomination to run as 
chancellor with a landslide 
victory for reelection as 
governor. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Kremlin stressed Monday 
that despite friendly gestures, 
between President Boris 
Yeltsin and Japanese Prime 
Minister Rvu taro Hashimoto 
at their weekend talks. Russia 
would not cede its territorial 
integrity over the Kuril 
Islands. Interfax reported. 

The news agency cited Mr. 
Yeltsin's spokesman Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky as saying that 
the head of state would guar- 
antee the territorial integrity 
of the Russian, Federation, for 
all' the talk of rapprochement’ 
over the disputed Kuril 
Islands at the • summit in'- 
Kawana. Japan. 

“The Russian Constitution 
says in no uncertain terms 
that the country's territorial 
integrity is inviolable and the 
president guarantees this,” 
said President Boris Yeltsin's 
spokesman Sergei 

Yastrzhembskv. 


The Kuril dispute has 
blocked the signing of a 
peace treaty between Russia 
and Japan, and both leaders 
called at their informal sum- 
mit for a solution to the row 
over the four small islands, 
which were taken by Soviet 
forces in the last days of 
World War U but have been 
claimed by Tokyo ever since. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who gave his 
informal talks with Mr. 
Hashimoto "eight out of 10" 
according to Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky. called for 
major joint projects on the ' 
disputed islands, including a 
fisheries plant, port- infra- 
structure and an airport 

Mr. Hashimoto meanwhile 
said Japan was considering 
supplying diesel-powered 
generators to residents on the 
four islands because of die 
electricity shortages there. 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky was 
speaking to journalists in 


Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk on the far 
eastern island of Sakhalin, 
where he and a ream of 
Kremlin officials headed to 
assess regional issues in the 
wake of Mr. Yeltsin's week- 
end talks with Mr. 
Hashimoto. 

The unit will “look at what 
is going on in the region in 
the light of the Russian- 
Japanese relations which 
have been expanding at a 
high rate recently,” Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky said, adding 
that officials could travel on 
to the adjacent Kuril Islands 
themselves for further fact- 
finding. • 

“Nobody is going to do 
anything behind the back of 
Sakhaliners and Russians,” 
Mr. Yastrzhembsky said 
“Misgivings about that are 
absolutely groundless." 

The team will report its 
findings to Mr. Yeltsin. Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky said 


Work 

officially 

begins at 

Bosnia 

massacre 

site 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
brensic expens from the 
JN. war crimes tribunal 
'I on day officially began 
xhuming a site in northeast 
losnia thought to contain 
ictims of the Srebrenica 
tassacre. a U.N. official 
aid. 

The site, next to a power 
am near Zvomik. 35 kilo- 
letres from Srebrenica, is 
ne of several that the 
itemational Criminal 
ribunal for the former 
iigoslavia (ICTY) plans to 
ig up this year. 

Last week preliminary 
rork turned up strong evi- 
ence that many people had 
een killed at the site, 
[though it was not clear if 
[1 the remains had been 
uried there, a U.N. 
jokesman said last 
hursday. 

Mechanical diggers have 
*en brought in to the site. 
Mowing a sweep of the 
ea for land mines. 

Results of the exhumation 
ill be used by the ICTY as 
ridence in the trials of 
ose indicted for the July 
)95 slaughter of thousands 
: Muslim males when Serb 
irces overran Srebrenica, 
hich was a UN-declared 
afe area." 

The accused include the 
Dsnian Serb wartime 
ader Radovan Karadzic 
id his army commander, 
eneral Ratko Mladic, both 
whom remain at large. 


S. Africa has no knowledge 
of tainted blood exports 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
South Africa expressed con- 
cern Monday about reports 
from Austria alleging that HTV- 
and hepatitis-tainted blood 
plasma was exported from this 
country. 

“With the stringent controls 
in place, contaminated blood 
plasma cannot legally be 
exported from South Africa.” 
the foreign ministry said. 

News reports in Austria 
recently identified an Austrian 
firm which exported tainted 
blood plasma to hospitals in 
India and Asia after buying it 
cheaply in Africa. 

Austria's health ministry said 
the firm went out of business 
after the scandal was discov- 
ered in December 1996, but 
that it may have been making 
illegal exports for some years. 

South Africa’s foreign min- 
istry said that all seven of the 


country's blood transfusion 
services “have indicated that 
they have no knowledge of the 
alleged contaminated blood 
plasma purportedly exported 
from South Africa." 

The country's health regula- 
tions require that all blood 
donations be tested for infec- 
tious agents including HTV and 
hepatitis, the ministry’ said. 

The Austrian company was 
reported to have imported 
blood on die cheap from 
Africa, officially for laborato- 
ries to carry out research on the 
HTV virus which causes AIDS. 

The blood, or derivative 
products, were then relabelled 
in a scam to be reexported to 
Asian countries at a profit. 

It went out of business in 
early 1997. Several of its man- 
agers are being questioned over 
the affair. 


Free speech saves Finn 
priests accused of heresy 


HELSINKI (R) — Finland’s 
dominant Lutheran church is 
facing what looks like an epi- 
demic of heresy in its ranks 
after one of its priests denied 
the existence of hell and anoth- 
er claimed Jesus was married. 

Some Finns have been out- 
raged as much by the claims as 
by the church's refusal to pun- 
ish the offenders, apparently 
on the grounds that it would 
infringe on their right to free 
speech, 

“Priests also have the right of 
free speech and personal opin- 
ions." Helsinki Bishop Eero 
Huovinen said in a statement. 

Last week, the church repri- 
manded but stopped short of 
firing minister Olli Arola, who 
said that Jesus might have 
been married co Mary 
Magdalene and cast doubt 


over the immaculate concep- 
tion — a key tenet of Christian 
faith. 

The row came as die church 
was already struggling to 
defend its integrity over a 
recent book by Helsinki priest 
Antti’Kylliainen. in which he 
said hell did not exist and that 
everybody would gel into 
heaven. __ 

Thousands of Finns sent 
protest letters to the church, 
saying Antti Kylliainen's book 
amounted to heresy. But after 
an official inquiry’ into the 
heresy allegations. the 
Helsinki diocese decided not 
to punish the minister. 

Infuriated protesters 

appealed the decision to the 
parliamentary ombudsman 
and the supreme administra- 
tive court. 


Suspected 
militants 
gun down 
29 in 
Kashmir 


JAMMU. India (R j — 
Suspected separatist 
guerrillas shot dead 29 
people in an attack on a 
Kashmiri village. Indian 
security officials said 
Monday. 

The dead. mostly 
Hindus, included 12 chil- 
dren. a Border Security- 
Force (BSF) official told 
Reuters in Jammu. 

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the 
Friday night attack at 
Dhakikot. about 1S5 kra 
from Jammu, winter capi- 
tal of Jammu and 
Kashmir, mainly Hindu 
India's only Muslim 
majority state. 

Authorities had earlier 
put the toll at 13. 

The killings shattered a 
fragile peace that authori- 
ties had said had returned 
to the Himalayan 
province after years of 
bloody separatist rebel- 
lion. 

“All four Hindu fami- 
lies in the village had 
been gunned down and 
their houses set ablaze in 
the midnight operation.” 
the BSF official said. 
Reports on the shootings 
were delayed because of 
the remoteness of the 
area. 

The BSF official said 
the killings took place at 
a time when 1 5 guerrillas 
were holed up in a cave 
for three days in a nearby 
village after an encounter 
with security forces. 

"The colleagues of this 
group had resorted to 
killing these innocent 
people in retaliation for 
our action and to break 
our cordon." the official 
said. 

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah asked the feder- 
al government to provide 
additional troops to plug 
the porous border with 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Abdullah blamed 
Pakistan, which routinely 
dentes frequent Indian 
charges of fomenting mil- 
itancy in the state, of trig- 
gering the killings. 

India controls two 
thirds of the disputed 
region while Pakistan 
controls the rest. 

“The gruesome killing 
of the innocent people 
will continue here until 
the borders are not com- 
pletely sealed off," Mr. 
Abdullah told reporters 
after visiting Dhakikot. 

More than 25,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
since the rebellion started 
in 1990. 



Pro^democracy activists chant slogans as they march to Hong Kong s Xinhua News 
Agency, the de facto embassy in the former British territory. Protesters demanded 
Chinese government release more jailed Chinese dissidents (Reuters photo) 

Dissidents hope Clinton’s 
visit will open the prison gates 



BEIJING (AFP) — The 
release of top political pris- 
oner Wang Dan fanned new 
hopes Monday among 
Chinese dissidents' families 
that the visit to China by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in June could work mira- 
cles. 

But many believe it will 
be hard to attract the same 
kind of international atten- 
tion enjoyed by Mr. Wang 
and Wei Jingsheng for less 
well-known political 

detainees. 

Mr. Wang was released 
Sunday and sent to exile in 
the United States just 
weeks ahead of a summit 
here, in a move which some 
analysts said showed there 
had been some kind of deal. 

"Everything depends now 
on President Clinton." said 
Chu Hailan, the wife of Liu 
Nianchun. who is serving a 
three-year jail term for call- 
ing for trade union free- 
dom. 

According to some 
sources. Mr. Liu. 48. may 
be the next to be released 
before the end of his sen- 
tence. 

"I have already called for 
a medical parole, as my 
husband is suffering from a 
intestinal tumour, ulcers 
and digestive problems." 
Mrs. Chu said. “He is due 
to be freed in May 1999 
and I hope that he will be at 
least cared for properly." 

Mr. Liu is not prepared to 
leave China in exchange for 
an early release, she said. 
"But if the government 
wants him to go into exile, 
then he will have no choice. 

Wei Jingsheng and Wang 
Dan also doggedly refused 


for a long time to accept to 
move abroad in exchange 
for release, but finally 
bowed under intense pres- 
sure from the authorities. 

The sister of Chen 
Longde. another who may 
win an early parole, has no 
illusions about how the 
Chinese justice system 
works. 

“I have called for a med- 
ical parole, but there is no 
point as my brother is not 
as well known as Wang 
Dan,” Chen Xiaoying said 
by telephone from the east- 
ern city of Hangzhou. 

Chen Longde. 40. was 
sentenced to three years in 
a labour camp after calling 
for the release of prisoners 
of conscience. Persecuted 
by a guard, he threw him- 
self from a second floor and 
broke a leg. 

“He still cannot walk and 
has problems with his tra- 
chea." Mrs. Chen said. 

Her brother is due to be 
released in June 1999 and 
Mrs. Chen believes that he 
would be prepared to go 
into exile. 

“He has nothing in China, 
no work, no money. What is 
the point staying." she said. 
“Clinton in our last hope." 

Literary critic Liu 
Xiaobo. 42. is the third dis- 
sident who could be given a 
parole. He was jailed for 
three years hard labour in 
October 1996 for calling 
for an open dialogue with 
the Tibetan spiritual leader, 
the Dalai Lama. 

“We haven't called for a 
medical parole, because he 
is not unwell, but simply 
for his release and I hope 
that Clinton can help us," 


his wife Liu Xia said. 

Two other political pris- 
oners. who are also sick and 
serving heavy sentences for 
“divulging state secrets" 
could also be pardoned — 
journalist Gao Yu. 54. phi- 
losophy researcher Li Hai. 
44. 

However their cases have 
been complicated by the 
fact that they still refiise to 
confess “their crimes". 
“My mother is very sick 
and our call for a medical 
parole will not be taken into 
consideration unless she 
confesses to crimes she did 
not commit,” said Gao Yu's 
son Zhao Meng. The jour- 
nalist has been suffering 
from heart problems, 
rheumatism and allergies. 
She is serving a six-year 
terra imposed in October 
1993 for publishing eco- 
nomic statistics in the Hong 
Kong press. 

“She is ready to go into 
exile if she is given the 
chance, and we hope that 
her case will be put forward 
by President Clinton", he 
said. 

The health of Li Hai. sen- 
tenced in December 1996 
to nine years in prison for 
revealing state secrets, is 
very worrying, his mother 
said. 

"He is suffering from 
gallstones, hypertension, 
and serious liver prob- 
lems.” Gong Liwen said by 
telephone. 

“If he has to go into exile 
to be free and cured, then 
that is better than staying a 
prisoner here. I hope that he 
will be the third on the list 
of presents from China to 
Clinton.” 


N. Korea * 
blames 
South for 
breakdown 
of talks in 
Beijing 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Monday blamed 
South Korea for the 
breakdown of high-level 
talks in Beijing last week 
in which Pyongyang had 
hoped to reach an agree- 
ment with Seoul on the 
provision of fertilisers. 

“The talks, which began 
after the South Korean 
authorities officially sug- 
gested supply of fertilis- 
ers were ’ deadlocked 
without scoring any suc- 
cess due to the South 
side's unreasonable posi- 
tion and wrong behav- 
iour." the spokesman for 
the secretariat of the 
Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of 
the Fatherland said in a 
statement. 

The statement was car- 
ried by the North Korea’s 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored here 
in Seoul. 

“Through the talks, the 
South side revealed that 
the present regime is little 
different from the (former 
president) Kim Young- 
Sam regime in seeking 
confrontation with the 
North." it said. 

“The South Korean 
authorities should be held 
wholly responsible for 
the deadlocked talks and 
the gloomy prospect of 
inter-Korean relations.” it 
said. 

The Beijing talks — the 
first official inter-govem- 
ment contact in four years 
• — collapsed after North 
Korea refused to accept 
South Korea’s demand - 
that it open a new round 
of Red Cross talks to dis- 
cuss ways of helping 
reunite separated families 
in rerurn for fertilisers. 

North Korea said they 
would discuss the issue 
when Red Cross officials 
from the two Koreas 
meet. possibly next 
month, to discuss the next 
shipment of private food 
donations to the North. 

But South Korea 
demanded a separate 
meeting be held to 
arrange reunions of fami- 
lies torn apart by the divi- 
sion of Korea in 1945. 


Mexican Nobel laureate , Octavio Paz, dead at 84 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Mexico’s greatest poet and 
philosopher, the 1990 literature 
Nobel prize winner Octavio 
Paz. has died after dominating 
Mexican letters for nearly a 
half century. He was 84. 

Paz died at 8:35 p.m. Sunday 
(0035 GMT Monday), accord- 
ing to the television network 
Televisa. 

“Mexico has lost its greatest 
thinker and poet." President 
Ernesto Zedillo said, com- 
menting on Pazs death. "This 
is an irreparable loss." 

The writer had open heart 
surgery -in 1994 and reportedly 
underwent chemotherapy at 
the Military Hospital for 
prostate cancer in 1997. 

Paz was best known in the 
English-speaking world for his 
1950 book-length essay "The 
Labyrinth of Solitude." an 
explanation . of Mexico's 
national character. 

The book is based on a 
metaphor that Mexico is the 
offspring of a Spanish con- 
queror and an Indian woman 
who was sold into slavery by 
her people. In turn, the woman 
betrays those who enslaved 
her. 

Paz was a cosmopolitan 
writer who was influenced by 
Japan and the United States as 
well as his homeland. In his 
work he was versatile enough 
to use such disparate themes as 
symbolism from Mexico's 
Nahuati mythology, as well as 
existentialism from German 
philosopher Martin Heidegger. 

His best known book of poet- 
ry is “Libenad bajo palabra." 
or "Released on his own recog- 
nisance.” 

Paz was bom on March 31. 



Octavio Paz. one of Mexico's greatest poets and writers 
who won the Nobel prize for literature in 1990, died 
April 19 at age of 84, official news agency Notimex said 
early Apnl 20. Paz. shown in this file photo, had been 
seriously ill with cancer and was seldom seen in public 
before his death, but he continued to edit the literary 
magazine he founded, called ‘Vuelta' (Reuters photo) 


1914. on the outskirts of 
Mexico City. His father was a 
journalist who followed revo- 
lutionary leader Emiliano 
Zapata into battle, and his 
mother was the staunchly 
Catholic daughter of immi- 
grants ftom Spain. 

Ptiz’s grew up among the 
comfortable white “Creole" 
class. However his family was 
so impoverished during the fol- 
lowing Mexican revolution — 
an upheaval that began in 1910 
and dragged into the 1920s — 


that at one point the family 
mansion was literally fallin g 

down around him. * 

“As rooms collapsed.” Paz 
said in a 1973 interview, “we 
moved the furniture into oth- 
ers." 

Schooled by Roman Catholic 
Man st brothers, Paz read wide- 
ly from his paternal grandfa- 
ther’s huge library. His father's 
sister. Amalia, introduced him 
to such writers as Jean Jacques 
Rousseau and Victor Hugo, 
where he learned about French 


political thought 

The budding author pub- 
lished his first book of poetry 
— “Luna Silvestre” or “Forest 
Moon" — at the tender aee of 
19. 

The most decisive year for 
Paz was 1937. In that year the 
author travelled to Spain, 
where he witnessed the defeat 
of the Republican government 
by tbs fascist forces of General 
Francisco Franco. During that 
same trip to Europe he met 
poets Robert Desnos, Cesar 
Vallejo, Vicente Huidobro and 
Pablo Neruda. He also met 
and eventually married, the 
Mexican writer Elena Garro. 
with whom he had one daugh- 
ter. 

In 1944 Paz won a 
Guggenheim fellowship and 
travelled to the United States, 
where he read English-lan- 
guage poets such as TS. Eliot, 
Ezra Pound. William Caries 
Williams. Wallace Stevens and 

E.E. Cummings. 

Facing financial problems, 
Paz joined the Mexican diplo- 
matic service in 1945. He was 
named ambassador to India in 
1962. and met his second wife 
Marie Jose Trarxuni, who 
remained his love until his 
dying day. 

Paz however resigned from 
government service in disgust 
over the massacre of protesting 
students in Mexico Gty in 
1968. 

Politically, the conservative 
Paz was an energetic foe of 
leftist movements in Mexico 
and around the world, but he 
was also a defender of democ- 
racy who high fighter! the CZtid. 
face of unriihiiftfi capitalism- 
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Top official 
in Moscow 
to prepare 
Clinton - 
Yeltsin G8 
meet 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and his U.S. 
counterpan Bill Clinton 
will likely discuss disar- 
mament issues on the 
sidelines of next 
month's G8 summit in 
an effort to clear the way 
for a Clinton visit to 
Moscow later in the 
year, U.S. officials said 
Monday. 

U.S. Assistant 

Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott, in charge of 
relations with former 
Soviet republics, is cur- 
rently in Moscow 
preparing the agenda for 
the bilateral meeting 
during the May 16-17 
su mmi t of leading 
industrial nations. 

“He’s been preparing 
for Clinton and Yeltsin 
to meet on the sidelines 
of the GS in 
Birmingham (England) 
□ext month,*" the official 
said. 

“The White House is 
continuing to say that 
they would prefer the 
START II (treaty on 
nuclear disarmament) to 
be ratified before a 
Clinton visit” so that the 
two men could take dis- 
armament talks further, 
the official said. 

The situation “is still 
the same,” he added. 

Mr. TaJ&jfr later held * 
talks. f . with interim 
Russian Prime ' Minister '* 
Sexgei Kiriyenko during 
which the Birmingham 
encounter and bilateral 
cooperation were dis- 
cussed, Interfax report- 
ed. 

Mr. Kiriyenko said 
despite' the change in 
government “our com- 
mitment to continued 
reform remains 

unchanged,” Interfax 
reported, and pledged to 
honour existing bilateral 
agreements with 

Washington. 

Mr. Clinton insisted 
March 13 that Russia’s 
lower house of parlia- 
ment, the state Duma, 
ratify the START II 
treaty before he would 
consider attending a 
summit with Mr. Yeltsin 
in Moscow this year. 

“It would occur after 
the Russian Duma rati- 
fied START II so that we 
could begin to work on 
START HI and really ... 
take the next big step in 
lowering the nuclear 
weapons arsenals of 
both countries,” he said. 

START II, which pro- 
vides for a two-tbirds 
reduction in nuclear 
arsenals, was ratified by 
the U.S. Senate in 
January 1996 but has 
been blocked by 
Communist and nation- 
alist deputies in Russia 
who say the accord puts 
Moscow at a disadvan- 
tage. 

The treaty would leave 
Russia with 3,000 war- 
heads by 2003, while the 
U.S. would be allowed 
to keep 3,500 nuclear 
warheads. 

A week ago Mr. Yeltsin 
took ratification a step 
closer, presenting 

deputies with the proto- 
cols of the disarmament 
treaty, a move welcomed 
by Washington. 

The . protocols were 
signed by U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright and Russian 
Foreign Minister 

Yevgeny Primakov last 
September in a bid to 
satisfy Russian concerns 
about the treaty. 
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Indonesian riot police posh back hundreds of students from the Jakarta Institute of 
Social and Political Science who were trying to leave their campus during an anti -gov- 
ernment protest. Indonesian students held anti-government protests despite weekend 
talks with cabinet ministers aimed at ending demonstrations for political and eco- 
nomic reform (Reuters photo! 

Indonesia students protest 
again, despite talks 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Indonesian students held 
anti-government protests in 
two cities Monday despite 
weekend talks with cabinet 
ministers aimed at ending 
demonstrations for political 
and economic reform. 

A prominent Muslim 
leader was quoted as saying 
the protests, most of which 
have demanded President 
Suharto step down to accept 
responsibility for a major 
economic crisis, were at the 
point of no return and gov- 
ernment threats of force 
would not stop them. 

Thousands of students 
held a protest rally at the 
Adhi Tama Institute of 
Technology in the east Java 
city of Surabaya and then 
marched to the nearby 
Putara Bangas university 
shouting “reform or war”, 
witnesses said. 

Although the military has 
said it Will use "force ‘ to 
ensure protests are 
restrained within campus 
boundaries, police watched 
but did not intervene, the 
witnesses said. 

The students chanted slo- 
gans demanding those 
responsible for the crisis be 
brought before the people’s 
constituent assembly. 
“Bring Suharto, bring 


Suharto,” they shouted. 

Students at Jakarta’s 
Institute of Social and 
Political Science also held a 
brief protest, but dispersed 
peacefully when police 
blocked them from moving 
off campus, wj messes said. 

The government 

announced a 117-point 
reform programme in 
agreement with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) earlier this 
month and set April 22 as 
the deadline to implement 
several of them, including a 
bankruptcy law and a com- 
mercial court. 

Indonesia has undertaken 
the reforms in return for a 
$40 billion IMF bail-out 
package in the worst eco- 
nomic crisis in Mr. 
Suharto’s 32 years in 
power. The devastating cri- 
sis has led to unprecedented 
challenges to his rule. 

Ainien Rais, a fierce gov- 
ernment critic and head of 
the 28-million-strong 
Muhammadiyah Muslim 
organisation, was quoted in 
the Jakarta Post newspaper 
as saying the students had 
reached a point of no return 
in their agitation. 

“The government must 
face the reality that the 
country is in a dire condi- 


tion and reforms are really 
needed,” he said. 

Last week, Mr. Suharto 
gave security forces the 
green light to use force if 
the students did not stop the 
demonstrations. 

“The students are not 
afraid of such warnings,” 
Mr. Rais said, adding a call 
for Indonesia's powerful 
military’ to support their 
demands for reform. 

“The pressure should noi 
cease although there has 
been appeasement from the 
government.” he added. 

He was referring to talks 
senior cabinet ministers 
held with student represen- 
tatives Saturday, when the 
government listened with 
unusual good grace as 
speakers launched an all- 
out attack on the adminis- 
tration. 

But students have said 
political reform is necessary 
along with economic 
reform, blaming the 
nation's woes on crony cap- 
italism centred around Mr. 
Suharto. 

Political analysts said the 
participants did not include 
students from universities 
at the forefront of the 
protests and that the demon- 
strations were likely to con- 
tinue. 


Lack of U.S. leadership in 
Americas could hurt hemisphere 


SANTIAGO (AFP) — 
Despite all the rhetoric 
about building a regional 
united family of nations, 
the second Summit of the 
Americas, which conclud- 
ed here Sunday, revealed a 
deep chasm between the 
United States and the rest 
of its hemispheric part- 
ners. 

On issues Tanging from 
trade and anti-drug strate- 
gy to policies on Cuba, the 
United States emerged as 
the odd man out in the 
two-day summit 

The leaders of 34 nations 
of the Americas, excluding 
Cuba, launched landmark 
negotiations to create the 
world’s largest trading 
bloc. 

However U.S. President 
Bill Clinton arrived with- 
out the “fast-track” author- 
ity needed to ensure U.S. 
approval of trade pacts 
without .congressional 
amendments, which ana- 
lysts say caused a loss of 
face for Washington on 
other hemispheric issues. 

“Very little (of the initia- 
tives agreed on here) will 
be implemented if the 
United Stares doesn’t 
reestablish its leadership 
through delivering on 
what the hemisphere 
wants most, which . is 
trade,” said Robin 
Rosenberg, an analyst 
from the North-South 
Centre at the University of 
Florida at Miami. 

“By ■ complicating fast 
track for the administra- 
tion (U.S. labour and envi- 
ronment groups) jeopar- 
dised U.S. leadership on 
issues that are most impor- 
tant to them.” Mr. 
Rosenberg said 


Fearing that free trade 
could lead to U.S. jobs 
moving abroad, especially 
to Mexico, Mr. Clinton's 
own Democrats defeated 
“fast-track” legislation in 
Congress before it could 
go to a vote. 

A weak Washington “can 
be seen as an equalling-out 
of hemispheric relations,” 
Mr. Rosenberg added, “but 
the reality of inter- 
American affairs is that 
U.S. leadership is needed 
on a variety of fronts." 

Much of the problem, 
according to Latin 
America analyst Eduardo 
Gamarra, is that the U.S. 
ad minis tration has “sur- 
rendered much of foreign 
policy (decisions) to 
Congress.” 

In addition to the “fast 
track” fiasco, the White 
House has to bow to 
Congress due to legisla- 
tion requiring it to “decer- 
tify” countries it sees as 
not fully cooperating in 
the fight against drugs. 

Latin American nations 
resent the annual unilateral 
evaluation. As a counter- 
balance. leaders here 
agreed to create a multilat- 
eral agency to oversee 
progress in drug-fighting 
efforts. 

U.S. drug czar Barry 
McCaffrey, travelling with 
Mr. Clinton here, however 
warned that the certifica- 
tion policy “in the near 
term ... won't go away.” 
“The U-S. Congress is not 
going to give up its cher- 
ished certification 

process," added Ambler 
Moss, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Latin 
America. 

On Cuba, Washington 


has maintained its hard- 
line stance of sanctions 
and isolation, while a 
growing number of hemi- 
spheric nations are calling 
for engagement. 

Barbados Prime Minister 
Owen Arthur said in his 
opening remarks at the 
summit that it should be 
the last Americas- wide 
meeting without the par- 
ticipation of Cuba. 

During the summit, 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien announced 
an upcoming visit to Cuba, 
and reiterated calls to 
include the island nation in 
the hemispheric meetings. 

Mr. Chretien however 
said that “the consensus is 
not there today” to invite 
Cuba to the next summit, 
which he will host. 

While the presidents of 
Chile and Brazil were firm 
in demanding democratic 
reform in Cuba before 
accepting its membership 
in the Americas club, they 
actively seek closer trade 
and diplomatic ties with 
Havana. 

While Cuba was not offi- 
cially on the agenda, the 
thorny issue was raised at 
a private meeting of the 34 
presidents. 

According to different 
reports, Mr. Clinton, 
though friendly, ignored 
their efforts to loosen U.S. 
policy towards Cuba. The 
issue was repeatedly 
raised by several coun- 
tries, especially those in 
the Caribbean. 

Presidents ranging from 
Peru’s Alberto Fujimori to 
Paraguay’s Juan Carlos 
Wasmcsy criticised 
Cuba's absence at the 
meeting. 


Indian crisis deepens as 



s refuse to quit 


NEW DELHI ( 
crisis in India's new 
tion government deepe 
Monday, with three cabinet 
ministers rejecting an “ulti- 
matum" from a key mem- 
ber of the alliance to quit 
over corruption allegations. 

Urban Development 
Minister Ram Jethmalani. 
Commerce Minister 
Ramakrishna Hegde and 
Communications Minister 
Buta Singh hit back by say- 
ing Jayalalitha Jayaram, 
who has demanded their 
removal, should be told to 
leave the minoriry alliance. 

Prime Minister Aral 
Behari Vajpayee was 
Monday trying to placate 
the maverick Jayalalitha 
and head off the crisis 
threatening his month-old 
government. 

Ms. Jayaram said in a 
statement that Mr. 
Vajpayee had spoken to her 
for a “long time” on vari- 
ous issues and had said he 
would give “serious 
thought” to her demand and 
take "appropriate action.” 

The simmering affair 
began a fortnight ago when 
one of Ms. Jayaram’s pro- 
teges was forced to quit the 
cabinet over corruption 


vV 

\ Voac 

' simili 

charge3M^_ . ne also 
accuse^jjj^^payee of 
double standards. 

Mr. Jethmalani was quot- 
ed as saying Monday: “The 
prime minister should not 
hesitate in telling 
Jayalalitha that enough is 
enough. If she wants, she 
can leave the government.” 

“Self-respect is above all 
else. If this continues, we 
can easily sit in the opposi- 
tion,” he told the Statesman 
newspaper. 

Ms. Jayaram’s AIADMK 
party and its allies from the 
stare of Tamil Nadu com- 
mand 27 of the Hindu 
nationalist-led coalition’s 
264 seats. The alliance is 
just short of a majority’ in 
the 545-seat low'er house. 

Mr. Vajpayee, sworn in 
last month after national 
elections, subsequently 
scraped through a confi- 
dence motion on outside 
support. 

India has had five gov- 
ernments and two elections 


zc early 1996. 

Press Trust of India 
Ms. Jayaram’s 
’s amounted to “an 
■n” that could lead 
ting the coalition. 
- Indus tan Times 
ajpayee had writ- 
a letter to cry to 
break the impasse. 

Commerce Minister 
Hegde said the actress- 
mmed-poJirician was 

"behaving like a reenager,” 
while Mr. Singh branded 
the allegations “political 
blackmail.” 

Ms. Jayaram’s salvo 
came after Mr. Vajpayee 
asked Surface Transport 
Minister S.R. Muthiah. a 
member of the AIADMK, 
to step down over corrup- 
tion charges. Mr. Muthiah 
resigned on April S. 

Ms. Jayaram, herself fac- 
ing six corruption cases in 
Tamil Nadu and currently 
on bail but who holds no 
position within the govern- 
ment, said it was "strange 
and unfortunate" that Mr. 
Vajpayee had failed to 
adopt “the same set of prin- 
ciples” with all ministers. 

The prime minister's 
coalition is made up of a 
dozen parties, many of 


them — including the 
AIADMK — regional 
groups that do not share 
many of the core beliefs of 
Mr. Vajpayee’s Hindu 
nationalists and lack a 
national agenda. 

Ms. Jayaram almost 
pulled the rug from the 
coalition before it was 
sworn in. She claimed Mr. 
Vajpayee was not taking 
demands for Tamil Nadu 
seriously. 

Media reports said the 
rift, papered over at the lasr 
minute, followed Ms. 
Jayaram’s unsuccessful 
demand for the influential 
finance portfolio. 

The AIADMK leader, 
often compared with for- 
mer Philippines first lady 
Imelda Marcos for her 
extravagant lifestyle, is 
also demanding New Delhi 
dismiss the Tamil Nadu 
state government for 
alleged misrule. 

Ms. Jayaram, chief minis- 
ter of the coastal state 
between 1991-96 but 
whose party is now in 
opposition, wants new 
elections in the hope of 
returning to power. 


Irish government 
considers peace vote crux 


DUBLIN (AFP) — The 
Irish government met 
Monday to map out its cam- 
paign in support of the 
Northern Ireland peace 
agreement and to decide 
whether to postpone a vote 
on the EU Amsterdam 
Treaty which is also 
planned to be held simulta- 
neously with the settlement 
referendum on May 22. 

Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahern is understood to be in 


favour of holding both votes 
on the same day to save the 
cost of a separate vote and 
ensure a high turnout for the 
Amsterdam Treaty. The two 
main opposition parties also 
favour holding both votes 
on the same day but Sinn 
Fein, the political wing of 
the IRA, and the small 
Democratic Left and Green 
parties want them separated. 

All normal business will 
be put aside Tuesday when 


the Dail — the lower house 
of parliament — returns 
from its Easter holiday. An 
I i -hour debate on the peace 
deal will be held over two 
days. 

The six leaders of the 
main political parties in the 
Republic have signed a par- 
liamentary motion welcom- 
ing and approving the peace 
deal. 

The Seanad — the upper 
house — will debate the 


deal Wednesday. 

Both houses have to pass 
legislation for the May 22 
referendum by midnight 
Wednesday to give the 
required 30 days notice of 
the vote. 

The Treaty of Amsterdam, 
adopted last year, replaces 
the Maastricht Treaty' and 
aims to reform the 
European Union, opening 
the road for EU enlarge- 
ment 
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Peace tactics 
need revision 


BY BANKING on the spirit of the historic Irish 
agreement British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
has apparently been hoping to succeed where 
other leaders have failed in convincing the 
Israeli and Palestinian sides to try again. Mr. 
Blair also has a dual capacity in which he could 
lend support to the effort to revive the stalled 
peace process in the Middle East: Not only is he 
the current president of the European Union 
(EU) but he also enjoys the backing of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

It is hard to tell whether the much-talked 
about American proposal for moving forward 
the Palestinian-Israeli track will be repackaged 
to soothe the nerves of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu or simply remain the 
same. Signals from Israel seem to suggest that 
Netanyahu may have to listen more than ever 
before to the urgent calls for a fresh and deter- 
mined start in the peace process. He has said 
that in the wake of his talks with his British 
counterpart, he is “prepared to go anywhere, 
any time, and specifically in the next month, to 
any location and possibly to London, to try and 
advance the process.” 

Of course this pious declaration in itself would 
mean very little unless it is coupled with assur- 
ances that Israel now means business and is not 
just making rhetorical pronouncements. We 
know already the U.S. thoughts on the subject 
Washington has called for an Israeli military 
withdrawal of up to 13 per cent from the 
Palestinian territories over a period of three 
months. The fact that the U.S. never went pub- 
lic with its ideas for fear of antagonising Israel 
is understandable. If London could convince 
Israel to deliver more than it has already 
offered the Palestinians, then that would ensure 
Britain, and by extension the EU, a more 
appropriate place in peace-making in the 
region. Mr. Blair is not the first and certainly 
not the last world leader to try his hand at the 
peace process. 

Dozens of world leaders before him tried and 
failed. As recently as last weekend. His Majesty 
King Hussein once more tried to impress on the 
Israeli leader the dangers inherent in his delay- 
ing tactics, not only to Palestinians and 
Jordanians but likewise to the Israeli people. 
What is really needed at this juncture is coher- 
ent and meaningful pressure on Netanyahu to 
relent to the dictates of peace-making. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Aswaq’s Rashid Hassan Monday uiged Britain to 
shoulder its responsibility towards world issues at the 
international and the European levels and to support 
efforts aimed at solving the refugee problem. The writer 
said Britain has a serious responsibility towards solving 
the Palestine question and settling die refugee issue 
because it was Britain which helped create the Zionist 
entity in Palestine in the first place when it had a man- 
date to rule Palestine and because Britain has more 
interests in the Arab World than in Israel. The writer 
said that through its prominent status within the 
European Union, Britain should be contributing 
towards an end to the plight of the refugees not by send- 
ing relief supplies to the camps but rather through back- 
ing efforts towards their return to their homeland and 
receiving compensation for their lost property. 
Referring to the British prime minister's visit to the 
refugee camps in Jordan the writer expressed hope that 
the visit would help the British government realise the 
real sufferings of the displaced Palestinians and work 
towards serving them justice. 


Al Arab AI Yawm's Saleh Qallab said he believes 
a new crisis between the U.S. and Iraq is emerging soon 
and warned that the region could sooner rather than 
later face danger once again. The Iraqis most recently 
manifested their military strength in a parade in 
Baghdad in reaction to a tour of the region by U.S. 
Defence Secretary William Cohen and the open threats 
he made against Baghdad, noted the writer. 
Furthermore the chief arms inspector, Richard Butler, 
has been issuing statements claiming that Iraq is still 
concealing weapons of mass destruction, thus paving 
the ground for a new crisis which will develop between 
Baghdad and the U.N., leading to a crisis between 
Washington and Baghdad, noted the writer. He said 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan has done what he 
can to avert a military strike and defuse the arms 
inspection crisis, but it seems that Annan’s efforts did 
not satisfy the Americans and their allies. The writer 
said perhaps .Annan would have to make a series of 
visits to the region if he is concerned about averting fur- 
ther conflicts. 


Historical jubilees ask us to rem6mbe 





THE DOCUMENT issued by the Vatican on March 12 
about the Catholic Church’s relations with the Jewish 
people and the church's actions during the Nazi 
Holocaust against the Jews — entitled We Remember: A 
Reflection on the Shoah — is complex, nuanced. con- 
structive, and timely. It deserves much more cool analy- 
sis and reflection than it has received by all concerned, 
notably by Arabs, Israelis. Christians. Muslims and Jews. 
I have taken the time to read the document carefully, and 
to discuss it with Christian, Jewish and Muslim friends in 
both Amman and Jerusalem. I sense that the Vatican has 
not only contributed a valuable and appropriate theologi- 
cal perspective on the ugly political events of the recent 
past; it has also provided constructive moral and political 
guidelines that we can use to address and resolve our con- 
flict. in the present and the future. 

Several points strike me as very important about this 
document. First, it was directed to “our brothers and sis- 
ters in the Catholic Church throughout the world,** and 
not only to the Jewish people, and not at all formally to 
the State of Israel. There is good reason for not address- 
ing the document to the State of Israel (in my view, not 
the Vatican's), because Israel did not exist when the 
Holocaust occurred, it is not necessarily accepted by all 
Jews as their sole and official representative, and some of 
Israel's own policies and practices today are deeply prob- 
lematic in legal political and moral terms. Whether or not 
Israel had been created, the Vatican still would have been 
right to issue this statement, and to “ask our Jewish 
friends. ..to hear us with open hearts." 

Second, it is only the latest in a long series of state- 
ments. dialogues, and theological-political dynamics that 
have taken place between Christians and Jews, since the 
birth of Christianity as something of a GaJUeean reform 
movement in the 1st Century AD. Christian-Jewish histo- 
ry has always been and remains a messy business, but it 
is slowly sorting out its true criminality from its more 
manageable human manifestations of anger, fear, arro- 
gance. distress and revenge. 

Third, it is a rather universal and not a very particular 
document — a timeless statement about appropriate or 
unacceptable human behaviour by all peoples, at all 
times, in all places. It is at once a statement about how 
Christians and all other human beings should relate to 
Jews, and how Jews should relate to all others in this 
world. The explicit moral call for responsibility, remorse, 
and repentance that the Vatican makes in this document is 
offered expansively, in the universalistic spirit of the 
Catholic Church, Christianity, and the shared Judaeo- 
Christian-Muslim Abrahamic tradition. It is triggered 
specifically by die church's need to respond to the partic- 
ularly horrific crime of the Nazi Holocaust against the 
Jews, but it is not only about this one evil matter. 

Fourth, the document is offered within the context of 
Jubilee — the Old Testament celebration of a joyous 
event, usually every 50 years, in this case the upcoming 
2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ. Pope John 
Paul II specifically says in his accompanying letter that 


“As we prepare for the beginning of the Third Millennium 
of Christianity, the Church is aware that the joy or a 
Jubilee is above all the joy that is based on the forgive- 
ness of sins reconciliation with God and neighbour.' 
The Jubilee context of the document comprises both the 
explicit Christian-Muslim millennium conunemoraDODS 
and the unspoken but understood 50th anniversary of 
Israeli statehood. The moral religious and historical 
framework of Jubilee allows us to address the grievous 
events of the Holocaust within the much wider human 
context of good and evil of crime and punishment, and of 
suffering and rebirth. Rooted in the Jewish narratives of 
the Old Testament. Jubilee is an opportunity for all 
believers to come together to thank God. do penance for 
past sins, seek forgiveness, and promote reconciliation all 
around. Sounds to me like a pretty hu m a ni stic context 
that is worth exploring, rather than rejecting out of hand. 


a better future for all in which -never again wUl^ 


™dhaKdpow to the point of sowing such su^, 

ing and death.” The document says that we wishto 
c _ - • « c-r v, »¥»crtlvft tn build a 


ai~ rfpa^ ^ into a to resolve » Mid a new 
future in whic^ere will be no more ano^m^ 


Christians or anti-Christian sentiment among jcws^we 
rather a shared mutual respect...” The document is apptf*-, 
priately framed within reciprocal and universal nwraUS^ , 
rates, which is what the Abrahamic religions are aU ab^. 


The act of remembering is 
demanded of all people, in all 
situations where one’s personal or 
collective acts require moral 
judgement and cleansing, so that 
we can work for a better future for 
all in which “ never again will 
selfishness and hatred grow to 
the point of sowing such suffering 
and death ” 


Fifth, the Pope specifically asks Catholics land all peo- 
ple, in fact) “to purify their hearts, through repentance of 
past errors and infidelities.. .to place themselves humbly 
before the Lord and examine themselves on the responsi- 
bility which they too have for the evils of our time.” The 
specific call by the Pope himself for Christian repentance 
for one’s errant behaviour during the Holocaust and the 
“evils of our time” is pretty powerful moral stuff — about 
as high as one can get on the ladder of admitting respon- 
sibility for one’s own sinful behaviour and asking for- 
giveness (though the document also appropriately men- 
tions some of the church's many public acts ag ains t 
Nazism, and to save Jewish lives). 

Sixth, the document emphasises the importance of 
remembering past sins. It notes that “the common future 
of Jews and Christians demands that we remember, for 
[quoting the Pope] ‘there is no future without memory’.” 
The act of remembering is demanded of all people, in all 
situations where one’s personal or collective acts require 
moral judgement and cleansing, so that we can work for 


it seems to me. . . . , v 

Seventh, the Vatican statement says that me churc^ 
“repudiates every persecution against a people pr huxpan. 
group anywhere, at any time,” and, “absolutely ; condemns- 
ail forms of genocide." It mentions others this centu^ 
who have differed grievously, such as Amfc^iians*: 
Ukrainians, gypsies, and victims of totalitanamsntin the: 
Soviet Union, China, Cambodia and elsewhere. Itadd^n - 
important note about the world today; “Nor can we forget 
the drama of the Middle East, the elements of which are 
well known. Even as we make this reflection, . ‘many 
human beings are still their brothers’ victims’” [quoting 
the Pope in January 1994]. This important statement on 
responsibility, remorse and repentance for past sins 
against foe Jewish people is also a moral and political 
statement about unacceptable actions by many today in 
foe Middle East, including Arabs and Israelis, Christians* 
Muslims and Jews. 

Eighth, foe Catholic Church says that it “desires to 
express her deep sorrow for the failures of her sons and 
daughters in every age. This is an act of repentance 
(teshuva), since, as members of foe Church, we are linked 
to the sins as well as the merits of all her children.” The 
desire to repent for past sins is linked with the universal 
and timeless nature of just moral action. The Vatican 
invites “all men and women of goodwill to reflect deeply 
on foe significance of the Shoah,” affitining that the Vic-, 
rims who died and foe survivors today “have become a 
loud voice calling foe attention of all humankind.” 

It is striking how the common Arab accusation that the 
Vatican went too far in admitting its people’s sins to the. 
Jews are offset by foe common Jewish-Israeii accusation 
that the Vatican did not go for enough in formally apolo- 
gising to and asking forgiveness from the Jewish people. 
Between these two traumatized Arab and Israeli poles is 
a powerful moral middle ground that should not be 
missed or marginalised; this middle ground expressed by 
foe Vatican could help to heal the criminal traumas of foe 
past, rights foe wrongs of today, and build a better future 
for all — a future in which we apply consistently and 
everywhere the concept of a universal morality, emanat- 
ing from our common God, measured by a single stan- 
dard of behaviour, and valid for all human beings, in all. 
lands. 

Arabs and Israelis alike should make foe effort to under- 
stand foe full, magnanimous meaning of foe Vatican state- 
ment and its many implications, rather than merely to use 
it as a convenient mirror against which we simultaneous- 
ly reflect foe shattered im.ages_.pf pur tonneptedjsasL, u . u , 


How Balfour failed both 
Jews and Arabs 



Fitting the situation 


By Robert Fisk 


BRITAIN’S HONEY- 
MOON in Palestine was 
short-lived. It began with 
Allenby’s triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem in 1917 and 
ended, in Churchill's own 
words in foe “hell disaster" 
of 1948. Both Jew and 
Arab were betrayed by the 
empire which was given a 
League of Nations protec- 
torate in the Holy Land in 
foe aftermath of foe World 
War I. 

Britain had promised foe 
Jews a homeland in 
Palestine — but had also 
promised foe Arabs free- 
dom in all their lands in 
return for their support in 
foe war against foe 
Ottoman Turks. In reality, 
we broke our promise to 
both of them. 

The Arabs watched 
Britain retreat from its 
obligations in foe face of 
foe U.N.’s vote for an 
Israeli state; foe Jews 
found that they got only 
half of Palestine — 
although Balfour had indi- 
cated that the whole of foe 
territory might be their 
homeland. And when 
700,000 Arab Palestinians 
fled their homes in what 
was to become Israel, we 
watched and — save for a 
few shots fired in defence 
of Haifa — forgot the vic- 
tims. 

Even today, the ruthless 
war fought out between 
Jew and Briton and our 
failure to honour our 
promises to foe Arabs — 
antagonise relations 
between Britain and Israel 
and between Britain and 
the Arabs. Neither side can 
forget what happened 50 
years ago. Jews murdered 
Britons and Britons beat 
and hanged and sometimes 
murdered Jews. Arabs and 
Jews slaughtered each 
other for foe land under 
Britain’s control. When foe 
last British troops packed 
their kit bags, they symbol- 
ised foe end of empire and 
foe end of any serious 
British role in Middle East 
politics for a generation. 


Many of them left under 
fire. 

It all seemed simpler 
when Balfour made his 
declaration, anxious at foe 
time to persuade world 
Jewry (especially in the 
United States) to support 
the Allied cause against 
Germany. “His Majesty's 
Government." he said, 
“view with favour foe 
establishment in Palestine 
of a National Home for foe 
Jewish People, and will use 
their best endeavours to 
facilitate foe achievement 
of this object...” Less atten- 
tion was taken to Balfour's 
warning that “nothing shall 
be done which may preju- 


dices (sic) of foe 700.000 
Arabs who now inhabit 
that ancient land” 

And so it turned out. As 
Arab suspicion and then 
fury increased against the 
British, as they allowed 
European Jews into 
Palestine, so Jewish frus- 
tration increased at foe 
British restrictions on 
immigration. Throughout 
World War II. Jew and 
Arab largely declared a 
ceasefire: many joined foe 
British army. Their graves 
tie together at AJamein — 
though when foe then 
British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind insisted 
that the Israelis should be 


As Arab suspicion and then fury 
increased against the British, as 
they allowed European Jews into 
Palestine , so Jewish frustration 
increased at the British restrictions 
on immigration. 


dice the civil and religious 
rights of existing non- 
Jewish communities in 
Palestine.” 

Equally little attention 
has been paid since to foe 
word “Palestine." for 
Britain was clearly envis- 
aging all of Palestine — 
including what is now the 
West Bank (in antiquity, 
more Jewish than the 
Mediterranean coast) — as 
a Jewish “homeland." 
Jewish writers, with the 
brave exception of histori- 
ans like Benny Morris, 
have paid equally little 
attention to Balfour's ref- 
erence to “non-Jewish 
communites” And why 
should they? It was Balfour 
himself who wrote private- 
ly in 1918 that “in 
Palestine we do not pro- 
pose even to go through the 
form of consulting the 
wishes of foe present 
inhabitants of foe country.” 
For him, Zionism was "of 
far profounder important 
than foe desire and preju- 


al lowed to commemorate 
foeir dead on the 50th 
anniversary’ in 1992, five 
Israeli flags — but not a 
single Palestinian flag — 
fluttered over foe battle- 
field. 

Moshe Dayan, future 
warrior of Israel, lost his 
eye to a Vichy French 
sniper liberating Lebanon 
1941. 

Even before the war 
ended, the Palestine con- 
flict resumed with blood- 
thirsty intent. Tn 1944, 
Jewish gunmen assassinat- 
ed Britain's mins iter-resi- 
dent in Cairo. Lord Moyne. 
The Observer blamed 
"Jewish fascism” Jn 1946, 
Menachem Begin's Jewish 
militants in Jerusalem blew 
up foe King David Hotel, 
headquarters of British 
forces in Palestine — a 
"terrorist" act if ever there 
was one, foe ninth most 
horrific this century, 
according to foe British. It 
killed 91 including Arabs 
and Jews. The Jewish 


agency denounced foe 
bombing — though few 
Jews could forget how 
Britain persuaded foe 
Turks to prevent East 
European Jews travelling 
through foe Bosphorus to 
Palestine in their flight 
from foe Nazis. Those 
Britons who had fought 
and died to liberate the 
death camps of Europe 
were now being attacked 
by foe survivors in 
Palestine. The British 
hanged Jews for “terror- 
ism.” The historian Martin 
Gilbert, in his new history 
of Israel, recalls foe names 
of .three; Avshalom Haviv, 
Yaakov Weiss and Meir 
Nakar. 

In revenge, foe Jews 
hanged two British army 
sergeants — whose names. 
Marvin Paice and Clifford 
Martin, are not recorded by 
Mr. Gilbert in his new 
book. Their bodies were 
booby-trapped after foeir 
strangulation. 

“Must Our Boys Die?" 
the Daily Mail asked, urg- 
ing an early retreat The 
Mail got its way. The 
Times commented with 
prescience that foe vio- 
lence in Palestine was “a 
fan to flame foe smoulder- 
ing resentment of the 
Arabs who campaign 
already that they are vic- 
timised by terrorism and 
now threaten in foeir turn 
to resort to force." The 
British left behind them a 
resentful Israel and a cruel- 
ly dispossessed community 
of Palestinians, most of 
whom held deeds to their 
land issued by the British 
mandate authorities as well 
as the Ottomans. Their 
brown Palestine passports 
were identical to those of 
the British, complete with 
lion and unicorn and “Dieu 
et Mon Droit” at the top. 
But they had no rights. The 
British, for all their World 
War I promises of indepen- 
dence for the Arabs, no 
more protected the Arabs 
of foeir mandate than foe 
Jews. 


To the editor: 


I REFER to Ms. Habiby's letter to the editor (Jordan 
Times, April 14) and Mr. Avraham Nahoumi’s related 
letter of April 16. 

The prompt comment by Mr. Nahoumi shows the 
sensitivity and alertness of foe Jews to any attempt at 
reviving interest in foe protocols. 

However, without having to research any further, 
circumstantial evidence proves their validity today as 
they did to Henry Ford some sixty years ago, in foe 

New York World Feb. 17, 1921. 

When asked about their validity, Ford said; “The 
only statement I care to make about foe protocols is 
that they fit in with what is going on. They are six- 
teen-years-old and they have fitted foe world situation 
up to this time." 

They fit it now. 


Fuad Farradj, 
Former Deputy 
Jordan Parliament 


Contentious element 


To the editor: 


APPLAUD Gwynne Dyer for providing a synopsis of 
tne controversial and occasionally absurd debate sur- 
rounding foe 8.400 year-old hu man skeleton found in 
Kennewick (U.S.) Jordan Times, April 19. However,' 

Mr. Uyer does not address a very contentions element 
or me sitny, one that is essentially the source of the 
PhT i T ' r ■ * a ^ on 8 with most other popolar media in 
foe u-a- fails to problematise the use of the term 
i-ancasQid and the assumption of race as avalid bio- 
logical concept. For at least foe past 25 years, and offi- 
cially since 1996, physical and biological anthrbpoio- 
£*? „T C Proclaimed foe concept of racial "types” 
? lmd » c ®Y casoid ’ Negroid, etc.) to be bio- 
hiXJSL?**- Studies across world populations on 
“ OI T llolo gical features, etc. have proved 
cane?“^“u act v morc variation within these- so- 

be *' veea toe different categories. 

KL hm . Chatters, foe fra investigate of the 
Kennewick remains, is a forensic anthologist. In 

skeletal " !° r F nsi ^ “thropologists have to describe 
. . reraain s by fitting them into certain cultural 

describe^hurn? law . eafor cement agencies to 
wS^urS toe United States (e.g. 

JKS ^ ‘“Negroid, etc.). These modern 
describe^hinwf 1 however, do not accurately 

Instead, ir Jc 0gica ^ toversity in ancient populations, 
diversitv f more accurate to discuss population 
StionT °? C0 *Paring foe frequeSy of a 
ulations I gen . c * lc within and between pop- 
polosists ’ clina Wlth Probably the majority of anthro- 
amiiwiat ^nge when the media lightly throws 

and fi^y?fl^L , fZ l0aded and pol “ CaUy Ch “ Bed ’ 


— The Independent 


Megan A. Perry 
. - „ Research Fellow 

American Center of Oriental Research 

Amman. 
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A nation held hostage to history 



Patrick Cockbum , writing on Uie 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the state of Israel, explains why the military 
victory of 1967 has become a curse for Israelis today. 


THE VERDICT on the first half century of the history- of 
die state of Israel came iwo-and-a-half-years before the 
official anniversary. It was delivered by Yigal Amir, a 
nationalist student at a religious university, who fired two 
shots into the back ofYitzhak Rabin, the Israeli prime min- 
ister, as he left a peace rally in Tel Aviv in 1995. 

Few assassins have been so successful in achieving their 
ainL The death of Rabin meant that Israel would not fully 
end the occupation of the West Bank and the isolation of 
Gaza. Some 5.4 million Israelis would continue effectively 
to control the lives of 2.8 million Palestinians. Palestinian 
setf-determination would be denied. The legacy of the past 
would continue to dominate the present. 

Fulfillment of the Oslo accords of 1993 would not have 
changed anything which had happened in 1948: the inde- 
pendence of Israel and catastrophe for the majority of 
Pales tinians , forced to flee their homes and not allowed to 
return. It offered nothing to the 3.5 million Palestinians of 
the diaspora. It did, however, offer back pan of what Israel 
conquered in 1967, in a victory which it has spent 30 years 
nying, not very successfully, to absorb. 

The relationship between occupiers and occupied estab- 
lished at this time has dominated the Israeli political agen- 
da ever since. It produced continual friction between 
Israelis and Palestinians, ensured a militarised mentality in 
Israel, gave preeminence to the security organs of the state, 
led to the legalisation of torture and debased standards of 
government. Yossi Be ilin, Israel's leading dove and the 
architect of the Oslo accords, said' “Israel’s sensational vic- 
tory of 1967 became a curse.” 

It is a curse likely to continue. For Benyamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli prime minister, the lessons of the past are as valid 
today as they were when first experienced He holds that 
ftiction with Arab states is inevitable. He believes Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, his predecessors, were pursuing 
a chimera in imagining that normal relations with Arab 
states were ever really possible. The way to handle the 
Palestinians is to show Israeli strength, “lower their expec- 
tations” and make them grateful for whatever they receive. 

So far, Mr. Netanyahu’s policy has worked better than 
many of his opponents expected Apart from the fighting 
which followed the opening of a tunnel under the Muslim 
quarter in occupied Jerusalem in 1996, which' left more 
than 60 dead there has been little bloodshed Bur there is 
no sign of Palestinian expectations dimini s hin g. The com- 
peting authority of the Palestinian [National] Authority and 
Israel on the West Bank produces, in the long-term, chron- 
ic instability. 

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin was also a verdict on 
the way Israeli society had developed over the previous 48 
years. The central divide in Israeli politics has always been 
between the religious and the secular, between those who 
go to die synagogue often and those who seldom go at all. 

This is complicated and deepened by the- division between 
Jews, - from Russia and Eastern Europe, with a strong secu- 

larculture andwho set up the state^and those from the Mid- . - 

die£ast;-whose4ewish identity was -eBtireW-retimous.- — — .._ . ... . .. ... ... 1 ... „ . 

BuHhe m elting p oThad woriEejm T p eailiSf way.' After" .Palestinians cross the demolished Kmg Hussem Bridge into Jordan in the wake of the Israeli occupa- 

1967 it produced. a lethal blend of. .territorial nationalism tion of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Egyptian Sinai and part of the Syrian Golan Heights in 1967 (United 
and religious revivalism. The settlers in the West Bank, Nations photo) 


though small in number, were the shock-troops of the right. 
They believed that the West Bank was Judea and Samaria, 
was the land given by God to the Jews. They consciously 
wanted to make the settler the prototype of the Israeli of the 
future, replacing the left-wing kibbutznik in the Israeli pan- 
theon. 

In this they have had some success. But, more important, 
since 1977 it has become extremely difficult for Labour to 
win an election in Israel. Too many of the voting blocs — 
ultra -Orthodox, Russians, Jews originating in the Middle 
East — are aligned against it. Labour only just won the 
election in 1992 wiih a strong leader and support from the 
U.S. This is unlikely to recur. Political divisions within 
Israeli society are not growing any less. But they are unlike- 
ly to have a significant impact unless Mr. Netanyahu gets 
Israel involved in a war on the West Bank or elsewhere. 

Armed conflict with the Palestinians is possible, but war 
with neighbouring Arab states is unlikely. Israel has peace 
treaties with Egypt and Jordan and everything which fol- 
lowed the 1982 invasion of Lebanon has given the Israeli 
public a lasting distaste for involvement in Lebanese 
affairs. Despite Israel’s military superiority over its neigh- 
bours, it has not won a war since 1973. The Israeli influence 
on the rest of the Middle East is largely exercised through 
the U.S. 

Israel has far greater strength than the Palestinians, but 
the Palestinians have the ability to deny Israelis lasting 
peace. There is no sign that they have receded in any way 
from their demand for self-determination, Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, has built the nucleus of a Palestinian 
mini-state in Gaza, though restrained by Israeli restrictions 
and his own Ruritanian style of rule. But relations between 
Israelis and Palestinians continue to deteriorate, with 
increasing effect on the politics of the 850,000 Israeli 
Arabs. 

Israel was a state created by force in 1948. Palestinians 
were forced to flee and not allowed to return. The nation 
created was relatively homogenous. But victory in 1967 
again brought large numbers of Palestinians under the rule 
of Israel, which could not expel them and did not want to 
create a bi-national state by annexing the area and giving 
them foil civil and political rights. 

For 20 years the occupation continued with limited Pales- 
tinian resistance. But the outbreak of the intifada in 1987 
showed that this could not continue. Israel became wholly 
absorbed in holding the occupied territories. Oslo was an 
attempt to escape from this dilemma, to move to a new and 
less bitter stage in the history of relations between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

It failed. The process was too long. Its opponents — 
Israeli settlers and Islamic suicide bombers — had six years 
in which to derail it by bomb and bullet. They used both. In 
1994 Baruch Goldstein, a settler in Hebron, killed 29 Pales- 
tinians as they prayed in the A1 Ibrahimi Mosque. Hamas 
responded with suicide bombers who killed more than 100 
Israelis in two years. 

The past proved impossible to escape. For many Pales- 
tinians, what they gained in the 1990s was dwarfed by what 
they lost in 1948. For many Israelis the gains of 1967 were 
too sweet to disgorge 30 years later. Some believed that 
doing so was against the will of God. This explains why 
there is. so, little celebration among Israelis on the. .fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of the state. It is as if they sus- 
pect that a past full of violence is going to repeat itself. 


Rising number of U.S. Muslims 
threatens to displace Jewish lobby 


By Mary Dejevsky 

I IN LITTLE more than a decade, the 
I number of Muslims in the United 
Stales is set to overtake the number 
of Jews, in a shift that has far-reach- 
ing implications for America's 
domestic and foreign policy. 

By 201 0, it is estimated that the 
U.S. Muslim population — , which 
has risen from an estimated 0.4 per 
cent of the population to almost 1.4 
per cent today — will pass the 
declining number of Jews. The 1997 
Bri tanni ng Book of the Year gives 
only proportions, saving Jews, who 
accounted for 3.3 per cent of the 
population in the mid-seventies, 
will account for only 2 per cent in 
2000. By 2010, it projects, the pro- 
portions of Muslims and Jews will 
have switched. . 

Figures obtained from Jew- 
ish and Muslim organisa- 
tions, however, suggest the 
crossing point may already 
have been reached. They 
give similar figures for their 
current numbers — about 6 
million each. The U.S. Cen- 
sus Bureau does not record 
statistics by religion or cul- 
ture. But what is incon- 
testable, is that in purely 
numerical terms the position 

of Jews and Muslims is 
being reversed. 

The increase in Muslim 
numbers reflects partly immigration 
from the Indian subcontinent and 
north Africa in the sixties and sev- 
enties, but also the accelerating rate 


of conversion by American blacks. 
Converts are estimated to account 
for half the present number of Mus- 
lims and the number of converts is 
increasing fast 

.If it were just a matter of numbers, 
the effect of this shift might be lim- 
ited. The prominence of American 
Jews has long enabled them to 
punch above their weight in politics 
and business. But the Muslims are 
catching up. The growing influence 
of U.S. Muslims is reported in 
Newsweek magazine, which stress- 
es the vitality of what it calls the 
“new Islam" — an Americanised 
blend of the strands of Islam which 
has little truck with restrictions on 
women. “The U.S. is arguably the 
best place on earth to be Muslim,” 
the report says. ‘‘Multicultural 
democracy, .with its guarantees of 


religious freedom and speech, 
makes life easier for Muslims than 
in many Islamic states in the Middle 

East," 


It says Muslims are emerging in 
the professions and as a cohesive 
voting bloc. U.S. Muslims, it con- 
cludes, may become a force to be 
reckoned with. 

The demographic trend has not 
gone unnoticed by the White House. 
At the end of Ramadan, the presi- 
dent sent a message to the Islamic 
countries and American Muslims, 
and Hillary Clinton hosted a party 
for Muslim women. 

It is in foreign priorities where the 
demographic shift may be felt most 
keenly. Already, the coolness 
between Israel’s present govern- 
ment and Washington has clipped 
U.S. wings in the Middle East. It 
has also provoked divisions among 
American Jews about how Washing- 
ton should proceed. 

But while policy differences and 
declining numbers may 
weaken the celebrated 
“Jewish lobby,’’ there is 
as yet no Islamic lobby 
to challenge for more 
influence. And Washing- 
ton, still caught in the 
thicket of past hostilities 
with Iraq, Iran and 
Libya, is finding it hard 
to contemplate a change 
of direction. Within the 
decade, however, it may 
not be thirst for Middle 
East oil that pushes 
Washington to Lreat with 
Arabs, but a wealthy, vocal and 
streamlined lobby right in its midst. 

— The Independent 


It is in foreign priorities where the 
demographic shift may be felt most 
keenly. Already, the coolness 
between Israel’s present govern- 
ment and Washington has clipped 
U.S. wings in the Middle East. 


Jordan urges neighbours 
to stop infiltration attempts 


(Continued from page 1) 

nal affairs* id any form, 
and we expect others to 
reciprocate,'’ Dr. Ensour 
said during his .weekly 
news, briefing* 

Most .'of the weekly 
tabloid press carried 
reports m the past few 
weeks detailing infiltra- 


'tion attempts from Syria 
by Hizbollah fighters. 

These reports were not 
confirmed -by the gov- 
ernment. 

The Kingdom’s ties 
with' Syria deteriorated 
following Jordan’s Octo- 
ber 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel- . 

High-ranking Syrian 
officials have criticised 


Jordan in the past two 
years, including Syria’s 
Vice President Abdul 
Haleem Khaddam, 
Defence Minister 

Mustafa TIass and oth- 
ers. 

. Despite these criticism, 
Jordan has refrained 
from countering the 
statements and has 
always said it wants to 


maintain good relation- 
ship with its northern 
neighbour. 

During his visit to 
Syria in 1996, His 
Majesty King Hussein 
reportedly handed Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad a 
report on infiltration 
attempts by armed 
groups from Syria. 


King, Blair warn of serious consequences 
if peace process stalemate continues 


(Continued from page 1) 

"I hope very, very' much 
indeed that we will contin- 
ue in the same way” said 
the King. 

Mr. Blair emphasised 
“how strong relations are 
between Britain and Jor- 
dan and how we wish to 
see that relationship deep- 
ened and strengthened 
even further in the coming 
period." 

Earlier on Sunday. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan accompa- 
nied Mr. Blair on a visit of 
the Baqaa refugee camp, 
north of Amman, home to 
around 80,000 Palestinian 
victims of the 1 967 Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Blair, cheered by enthusi- 
astic crowds and a multi- 
tude of children that secu- 
rity and police could hard- 
ly contain, visited the 


camp facilities, including 
a medical centre set up by 
the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), and drank cof- 
fee in a private home. 

The Crown Prince, 
accompanied by HRH 
Prince Rashed. said the 
visit was aimed at giving 
Mr. Blair a first-hand idea 
of the plight of the 
refugees. 

"1 saw for myself 
tremendous unmet needs 
there.” the British premier 
told reporters, “which cry 
out for a proper humani- 
tarian solution.” 

The two also visited a 
bakery set up by the Young 
Women Christian Associa- 
tion (YWCA) to proride 
women in Baqaa with jobs 
and independent incomes. 

Lawrice Hlass, a YWCA 
founding member, told the 
Jordan "Times that the 
income-generating pro- 


ject, inaugurated by 
Princess Sarwath at the 
end of 1996. was aimed 
“at creating employment 
for women in the camp, so 
that they can earn and live 
a decent life.” 

“It is the first time that 
women are employed in a 
bakery, as it is usually a 
men’s job. Now it is 
women’s, and they are all 
from the camp,” stressed 
Ms. Hlass, who has also 
served as Jordan's first 
woman ambassador. 

Jordan is by far the 
largest host country to 
Palestinian refugees. 

According to" UNRWA, 
around 1.3 million people, 
accounting for over 40 per 
cent of the total number of 
Palestinian refugees, 
found shelter within its 
border. However, only 
350.000 of them are cur- 
rently residing in 12 
camps, scattered all over 


the Kingdom. 

Jordan is also UNRWA’s 
largest donor country. Its 
annual expenditure — 
5380 million — to provide 
refugees with a dignified 
life until they regain their 
legitimate right to return 
and/or compensation, 
exceeds the agency’s 
annual budget — $360 
million — official figures 
show. 

UNRWA has been on the 
verge of shutting its med- 
ical and educational ser- 
vices to the refugees due 
to a huge financial deficit, 
and Jordan has repeated its 
appeals to donor countries 
for more contributions. 

Mr. Blair told reporters 
after his visit to the Baqaa 
camp that Britain was “in 
the process of considering 
increasing” its six million 
pound (JD5.4) annual con- 
tribution to LTNRWA. 


Arafat welcomes Blair’s call 
for high-level talks in London 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

told Prime Minister Blair 
that it should be a meeting 
that is prepared for and not 
another attempt by Israel to 
buy time.” 

If Blair succeeds in 
arranging Mideast talks in 
London, he will have 
achieved a key objective of 
his first visit to the region 
— raising the European 
profile in the negotiations. 

Fresh from his triumph in 
Northern Ireland, Mr. Blair 
said Monday he hoped to 
contribute by bringing the 
sides back to the negotiat- 
ing table, 

“What is frustrating at 
the moment for the people 
of the Middle East is that 
there does not appear to be 
a [peace] process at all.” 
Mr. Blair told high school 


students in Gaza City. 

“Now I hope very much 
that in the next few weeks, 
there will be meetings that 
can take place in London 
or elsewhere where people 
can hammer out an agree- 
ment." Mr. Blair said. 

The Palestinians support 
greater European involve- 
ment. but Israel and the 
United States oppose 
bringing another party into 
the talks. 

Mr. Blair is a political 
ally of U.S President Bill 
Clinton, and reiterated 
Monday that he was not 
trying to upstage the Amer- 
icans as the chief media- 
tors in the negotiations. 

“I think that Britain has a 
role, but that it should not 
cross with that of the Unit- 
ed States, but should com- 
plement it," he said. 


The British leader appar- 
ently hopes to achieve 
progress on side issues, 
such as the opening of a 
Palestinian sea port or a 
Gaza industrial park. Both 
projects have been held up 
because of disagreements 
with Israel over security 
arrangements. 

It was not clear how 
much of a role Britain 
would seek in the talks on a 
West Bank troop with- 
drawal, the key issue. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Mon- 
day told his Cabinet that 
the Europeans would be 
hosts, but not be involved 
in the negotiations, the 
deputy defence minister. 
Silvan Shalom, told Israel 
Radio. 

Sources in Israel said 
there was no U.S.-British 
coordination concerning a 


London summit on a spe- 
cific date. 

The British leader was 
warmly received in Gaza 
City on Monday, with the 
streets decked out with 
British and Palestinian 
flags. “Welcome, Pales- 
tine's important guest.” 
read a banner at a Gaza 
City high school where he 
was greeted with cheers. 

In an unusual gesture, 
Mr. Arafat drove close to 
the Erez crossing between 
Israel and the coastal strip 
to receive the visitor. 

The two leaders were 
expected to sign an anti- 
terrorism agreement under 
which the European Union 
would send instructors to 
train the Palestinian securi- 
ty forces. 
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Tal highlights importance of disclosure 
and transparency regulations at AFM 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan Secu- 
rities Commission (JSC) 
Deputy Chairman Hisham 
Tai Monday said the disclo- 
sure and transparency regu- 
lations (DTR) will protect 
and encourage investments 
in the country. 

Mr. Tal said the regula- 
tions. which appeared in the 
Official Gazette Tuesday, 
will also regulate the trad- 
ing at the Amman Financial 
Market ( AFM). 

The new regulations will 
enable local ” and foreign 
investors to obtain neces- 
sary information about the 
firms listed on the stock 
exchange. 

The regulations covering 
eight sections tackling wide 
disclosure requirements, 
include: 

Listing of firms at the 


AFM, supplying dealers 
with financial "periodical 
reports, material informa- 
tion. insider trading, 
acceptability standards, 
auditing standards, auditing 
qualifications and other 
general provisions. 

The regulations have been 
issued according to the pro- 
visions of articles 9 and 53 
of the new securities law of 
1997. 

It also includes the 
instructions related to 
auditing standards and 
auditors’ and brokers' regu- 
lations for public share- 
holding firms. 

An AFM official said the 


listed at the market. 

“This will enhance the 
investors’ confidence in the 
securities market in line 
with international auditing 
standards,’’ the sources 
added. 

“The issuance of disclo- 


new instructions aim at 
increasing transparency and 
providing investors with 
wider and important infor- 
mation. especially those 
related to the financial 
standings of the public 
shareholding companies 


sure mstrucuons comes in 
line with the task of the 
commission to review all 
applicable regulations deal- 
ing with the securities mar- 
ket," Mr. Tal said." With the 
objective of protecting 
investors and enhancing the 
credibility of the capital 
market in Jordan." The new 
regulations will require the 
listed firms to announce 
their net profits, revenues 
and other details about the 
performance of the compa- 
ny and the major sharehold- 
ers. 

In addition, the firms are 
required to submit half- 
yearly reports showing their 


balance sheets, profits or 
losses and any changes in 
the shareholders' rights in 
addition to other details. 

Listed firms are also 
required to notify die JSC 
about any change in their 
administration and the 
shares owned by members 
of the management. 

The 1997 figures showed 
that trading at the AFM 
increased by 42 per cent 
compared with the previous 
year as the total volume 
amounted to JD355 million, 
up from JD249 milli on. 

The value of shares that 
were bought by non-Jor- 
danian investors amounted 
JD100 million in the past 
year compared to JD26 mil- 
lion in 1996 with a net 
investment of JD57 million 
in 1997 compared with JD9 
million in the previous year. 


All of Kuwait could 
become free trade 
zone — PM 
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KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
said Monday it could him 
the entire Arab Gulf state 
into a free trade zone as part 
of long-awaited ambitious 
plans to liberalise the econo- 
my and open it to foreign 
investments. 

Kuwait’s Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah promised that his 
government “would adopt 
structural reforms needed 
for...condnued growth of the 
economy.” 

Sheikh Saad was address- 
ing the first conference by 
Kuwaiti businessmen who 
are discussing ways to speed 
up the granting of the private 
sector a greater role in the 
larselv state-controlled 


Saudi minister says fundamentals 
good despite oil price weakness 


ABU DHABI (R) — Saudi 
Finance and National 
Economy Minister Ibrahim 
AI Assaf has said the king- 
dom's economic funda- 
mentals were strong 
despite recent oil price 
weakness. 

“This is not the first time 
oil prices have fluctuat- 
ed...we have faced more 
difficult challenges and 
overcome them in the past 
and I believe we are now in 
a better position to face 
them than we have been.” 
he told a conference in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“Short-term develop- 
ments have not fundamen- 
tally altered the long-term 
growth rate...despite cur- 
rentn instability in the oil, . 
markets, the economic fun- 
damentals are sound," he 
stressed. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Assaf 
told Reuters the world’s 
largest crude producer and 


exporter, which relies on 
oil for three-quarters of 
state income, was revising 
its economic growth pre- 
dictions. 

Asked for his forecasts 
on GDP (gross domestic 
product) growth and the 
current account, Mr. Assaf 
said: “We are working on 
the figures now. We have to 
revise the figures. I can't 
give you any numbers 
now.” 

Saudi Arabia has been 
feeling the pinch of weak 
oil prices, which tumbled 
45 per cent in six months 
before rallying slightly 
after major oil producers 
said they would cut.output. 

Following two years of 
windfall oil earnings, econ- 
omists expect Saudi eco- 
nomic growth to slow this 
year, after expanding by a 
nominal seven per cent fast 
year. They say the current 
account surplus — at 


around S232 million last 
year — could be wiped out 
if oil prices do not remain 
strong throughout I99S. 

Saudi oif is currently 
trading at around SI3 a 
barrel, compared to the 
S 14.50-$ 15 on which the 
1998 budget is thought to 
be based. Every dollar 
below the Saudi forecast 
price means some S2.5 bil- 
lion forfeited by the king- 
dom annually. 

Asked if "Saudi Arabia 

P lanned to cut spending or 
arrow more to meet its 
budget this year. Mr. Assaf 
declined comment, saying: 
“I left the budgetary 
h&adaches in Riyadh." 

He said Saudi Arabia was 
working to lessen reliance 
on oil. whose share of GDP 
was' now less than half its 
level 20 years ago. 

Stressing that the king- 
dom’s “measured pace" in 
economic reform should 
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Amman and taste the best in 
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not be construed as com- 
placency. he said: “We are 
continuing our quiet effort 
to rationalise government 
expenditure and gradually 
remove unnecessary subsi- 
dies.” 

The kingdom was revis- 
ing foreign investment and 
tax laws and working to cut 
customs duties as part of 
efforts to lure investment 
and become a world trade 
organisation member. 

Mr. Assaf said privatisa- 
tion of state assets was 
planned, with ministers 
working to put state firms 
on a commercial footing. 

“The decision has been 
made to transfer selected 
economic activities to the. 
private sector.” he said. 
“This should attract new- 
international business part- 
ners to the region.” 

The privatisation of 
telecommunications was 
proceeding apace and was 
due to be completed by 
June 17. Mr. Assaf said. 

Although the focus was 
on developing the private 
sector. Mr. Assaf said 
Saudi Arabia “has not 
neglected the complemen- 
tary role the public sector 
can and should take.” 

“The government will 


economy. 

He said reforms “and 
opening up to the outside 
world Includes developing 
the free zone and studying 
the possibility of consider- 
ing the entire country a free 
trade zone." 

Kuwait has been studying 
a new draft law to start such 
a zone but differences and 
recent internal political 
crises have delayed its actual 
opening. 

“The~idea of a free trade 
zone in Kuwait was first 
introduced in 1961. Where 
are we now? Still discussing 
while others are moving for- 
ward.” Kuwaiti economist 
Jassem Al Saadoun. who 
will address the conference 
Tuesday, told Reuters. 

Another delegate said: 
“The government is saying 
the private sector needs to 
reform itself to be able to 
play its aspired role while 
the private sector is saying 
the government is moving 
too slowly on reforms, liber- 
alisation. free zone... .” 

Sheikh Saad said the gov- 
ernment would adopt laws to 
regulate foreign investment 


and develop industrial pro- 
jects. Kuwait’s economy 
depends almost solely on 
petroleum exports. 

He called for “real cooper- 
ation” between the govern- 
ment and an elected parlia- 
ment after repeated clashes 
in recent years, stressing that 
economic reforms must not 
affect the living standard of 
Kuwaitis who enjoy a gener- 
ous welfare system. 

“There is a vital need to 
know in advance the expect- 
ed negative effects on the 
work and income of Kuwait- 
is” be said in an apparent 
reference to plans to eventu- 
ally privatise strategic basic 
services like water, power 
and telephones. 

Since 1994 the state has 
divested several local firms, 
selling shares worth more 
than $3 billion. Other local 
holdings valued at some 52 
billion are also earmarked 
for privatisation. 

But the programme has yet 
to move to the controversial 
and more complex privatisa- 
tion of the heavily sub- 
sidised basic services which 
are used as employment cen- 
tres for Kuwaitis. 

Parliament has yet to dis- 
cuss a draft law to regulate 
the next privatisation stage, a 
much debated and amended 
law which is now expected 
to be passed by the end of 
1998. 

The state, which spends 
more than half of its 2.6 bil- 
lion dinar ($8.5 billion) oil 
revenue on salaries, employs 
some 93 per cent of Kuwait- 
is in the workforce who earn 
high salaries compared to 
the private sector. 

Some 35 per cent of the 
2.15 million population are 
Kuwaitis. According to 1 995 
figures, only 17.5 per cent of 
a total workforce of 950,000 
are Kuwaitis. 
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continue to support private 
sector activity and will step 
in when necessary.” he 
emphasised. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Early meetings should. , 
be productive. You’ll have good advice to give, ™ Mr ; - 
will benefit the whole group. You ought even find 
self in a position of leadership again. If so let soq%. 
body else handle the money. A Taurus would bc bettef- . ^ 

3,C th flt '^v*/ ,1 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you can hold off 
litrle longer, you’re likely to get what you warn. If you .. 
push, you probably won't. This evening, conditions^, 
more in vour favour. A friend’s support makes you. - 
stronger, and luckier. You can use all the luck you. am 

get. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’re pretty flexibly 
and you’re going to be the one who has to givea Utile 
today. Unfortunately, several people have opinions 
about what you should be doing with your rime: Don t 
you sometimes wish you could done yourself, so yoii 
could be in two places at once? - _ .. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > Once you get your 
financial situation straightened out, plan an adventure. 

You and your sweetheart need a vacation. A. visit to 
friends or in-laws would be an excellent choice. Mean- 
while, check into something you’re thinking of buying. ■ 

Do a little reading on the subject. - 

LEO: (July 22 ro August 21) During the morning/ 
strong individuals in your life may think they’ve found 
the opening lo tell you how they really feeL Don/i 
worry. You can turn this game around on them. Ask fcif 
their advice. This way you stay in control, but you stilt 
may hear something useful. . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ve goni 
busy day ahead of you. You could run into a technical; 
breakdown, so don't take anything for granted. Always 
have a backup system available. Speaking of backups, if 
you're working on a computer, make sure you back 
everything up several times. That's a good habit to 
develop. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’ll be in the 
mood to woric later in the day. If your job has flexible 
hours, you're in luck. In the morning, however, any- 
thing but being with your sweetheart will feel like an 
outrageous inconvenience. Best not to let the client or 
boss know that, however, 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Something 
you don’t want anymore would be the perfect gift for a 
friend. Don't take any money for it. You’ll get more for 
it in bargaining chips than you would in cash. Later 
tonight, you and your sweetheart need to spend. a tittle 
quality time together. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 

What you need today are facts. That’s the only way to 
convince a co-worker you know what you’re railring 
about. It’s also the only way to beat out your competi- 
tion — possibly the same person, by the way. You’re 
smart and patient Use those traits to get your point 
across. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There's a 


PARTNERSHIP IN EXCELLENCE 




THIS IS a special programme initiared by Marriott Hotels 
worldwide, designed to build a closer relationship with our cus- 
tomers. It is a one-dav tour behind the scenes, where our cus- 
tomer experience and understand how each department at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel is managed and how the hotel operates. 
The 3rd session this year took place on April 2nd. 98 and this 
will be conducted on a quarterly basis. 


or is it the other way around? Figure out what you need 
and what you don’t, and how much it all costs. Don't 
worry. The day has a happy ending. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can do a 
lot of those household projects yourself. You have the 
money, but there’s no need to spend it Talk it over with 
a knowledgeable relative and be willing to learn. What 
starts out as a confrontation could end up as a valuable 
learning experience and a big money saver. Go for it ' 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Take your lime 
and do things right. You may not get a chancevro'do 
them over, especially if you’re dealing with a^Iarge 
company or bureaucracy. It might be better to waitifetfl 
tomorrow. If that’s not possible, just shift your divi- 
sions to as late in the day as you can. ' ' ■ 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 One ot the 
Three Stooges 
6 Crazy 
10 Ditty 

14 di 
Lammermoor* 

15 Tel _ 

16 Like Nash's 
lama 

17 Extreme 
discomfort 

18 Empty space 

19 Caspian feeder 

20 Train unit with 
low sides 

22 Actress Moreno 

23 Salesman's 
wares 

24 Whinnies 

26 Corkwood trees 
30 Rose sticker 

32 First gardener 

33 Church 
projection 

35 Monsters 
39 Bitter regret 
41 Self-centered 
43 Slithering 
hisser 
•m Speak 

46 Choir voice 

47 _ tube 
49 Civil 

disturbance 
51 'Jane Eyre* 
author 

54 Masculine 

56 Tediously 
protracted 

57 Urban 
transportation 

63 Power, in brief 

64 Track 

55 Hand truck 
66 Seaweed 

57 Bologna money 

68 Succumb lo 
time and tide 

69 Russian ruler 

70 Earthly 
paradise 

71 French 
impressionist 
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Andy Capp 


By VMan O. Coffins 

Albany, GA 


DOWN 

1 Smeltary waste 

2 Victor, the 
writer 

3 College subi. 


4 Take offense 

5 Brtoe money 

6 Cartoonist 
Wilson 

7 Shorebirtis with 
upturned beaks 

8 monster 

9 Entrance to 
Hades 

10 Automobile of 
the 1920s 

11 Remove bridles 

12 Below in 
poems 

13 Raines and 
Logan 

21 Alt her and 
Kudrow 

25 End of switch? 

26 Refuses entry 

27 Arabian gulf 

28 Tibetan monk 

29 Train unit with 
ashtrays 

31 Make well 

34 Rose of 
baseball 

36 Provoke 

37 Beanery sign 

38 Open position 
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“We have nothing to talk about. 

C ® n y° u move us near a table . 
worth eavesdropping on?" 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mica ArgHon 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


40 Landlord’s due 
42 Cranosn 
45 Ornate 
wardrobe 
48 Prickly plant 

50 Required 

51 Ewe call 

52 Turns over and 
over 


53 Petrozavodsk's 
lake 

55 Mel, the 
sportscaster 

58 Surprise attack 

59 Eld 

60 Stop up 

61 “M'A'S’H* star 

62 Cereal grasses 




GAHOME 




BOCIXE 


PUTTING on a 

l ^MUFFL£R 
CAN PE THIS. 


Nw arrange the circled letters to 
fwmuw surprise answer, as sug- 
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Answer: 


v. . . -■'I'"" oisnver. aa nuy- 

gested by the above cartoon. 
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1 (Answers tomorrow) 

rtwtwday-a Jumbles: TARDY MOURN BLUISH GATHPfl 

eommerrt — "UGtfp HUMOR 
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US Dollar j ; - 
DE Mark J 0.5547 : 

G8 Sterling j i.stss ' 3 
CH Franc j C.66&S ! ?; 

JPYen [ 0.0076 1 

Dollar j 0.7005 : 1 . 

17 Lira j 0.0006 j 1.| 

N L Guilder 0.4935 !■ & 

-3* Franc 1 O.-isss : n - 
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Business & Finance 



Beat 


^ A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Two-day holiday in Jordan seen to cause 
lower productivity and weaker efficiency 


** ADMINISTRATIVE DEVELOP- 
MENT Minister Bassam Emoush is 
against the idea of a two-day holiday per 
week ai government departments arguing 
thai such a system would undoubtedly 
result in lower productivity and idling 
part of the state economy. “The civil ser- 
vant, despite the current working hours 
does not fulfill his/her duties. So what 
would the situation be when working 
hours are extended.*’ he asked. Mr. 
Emoush said the performance and the 
productivity of civil servants would cer- 
tainly decline. 

He indicated that the experiment to 
have two-day holidays at schools proved 
not to be beneficial as it encouraged stu- 
dents to unproductive issues. 

Issam Bdeir, board chairman of the 
Jordan Electric Power Company, says that 
a two-day holiday would cut Jordan off 
the outside world’ for four days pointing 
out that the Kingdom's production is not 
that high to warrant such a step. He indi- 
cated thai a two-day holiday would lower 
output despite extending the working 
hours during the other days. “The 
Jordanian employee does not work effi- 
ciently during the normal current working 
hours," he said. 

Economist Akram Karmoul said the 
two-dav holiday may suit the situation in 
the private sector but not the public sec- 
tor. “The idea is good to the private sector 
bn condition that the lost hours from an 
extra day holiday be compensated by 
extending the hours during work days,” 
he added emphasising that such an 
arrangement would not have any negative 
effect on the economy as some people 
think. 

Dr. Karmoul also emphasised that it is 
not possible to increase the holidays for 
the public sector in order not to delay exe- 


rvr*; :“rr* r~ *s. -r-% 
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curing transactions for a long time. “It is 
not feasible to extend the working hours 
at the public sector because the productiv- 
ity of the workers diminishes before 1 
p.m..” he said noting that a prolonged 
public sector holiday would cut us off 
from the outside world for four days. 

Economist Hani Saudi sees a decision 
approving a two-day holiday would be 
illogical and would not be in the interest 
of the country nor with the social and 
financial standards. “This matter should 
not be thought of in Jordan in the first 
place.” he said. “Jordan is a poor and 
developing country and needs many 
stages before deciding on a two-day holi- 
day.” Mr. Saudi saw such a decision lead- 
ing to higher levels of poverty and unem- 
ployment 

Abdul Wahab Abu Hijleh, an industrial- 
ist, said Jordan is a developing country' 
and, consequently, a two-day holiday 
would lower productivity especially when 
the Kingdom's resources are limited and 
production is low. 

Another industrialists, Mohammad Al 
Muhtaseb, said the Kingdom has not 
reached a high level of prosperity and 
productivity in order to ask for relaxation 
and demand a two-day holiday. "We 
should increase working hours to boost 
our productivity and competitivity. he 
said. “We are still unable to level up to 
advanced European countries by taking a 
two-day holiday.” 

Mr. Al Muhtaseb concluded by pointing 
out that the productivity and efficiency of 
the Jordanian labourer is much lower than 
his European counterpart in advanced 
countries and consequently “we need to 
work more and increase working hours 
especially in the government sector (Al 
Dustour). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
Currency USD ‘ DEMI IMSBft'pCHr 
US Dollar - 1.8027 0.5964 1.4962 

DE Mark 0.5547 - 03306 0.8293 

GB Sterling 1.6766 3.0236 - 2.6067 

CH Franc 0.6686 120.61 0 .3984 

JPYan 0.0078 1.3609 0.4601 1.1293 

CA Dollar 0.7006 1.2916 04225 1.0566 

IT Lira 0.0006 1.0108 0.3343 0.0838 

NL Guilder 0.4926 88.80 0J336 73.65 

FR Franc 0.16S5 02982 0.0988 24.7316 


1.08 

1346417 

65.17 

21.88 


Pric— 

cad mT~ 

1-4276 1782.00 
0.7915 988.08 
23935 298732 
03542 1191.02 
1.0778 1345 

127030 

03004 

0.7029 87744 

0.2361 33.58 


.20/04/98.18:42. 
HLG FRF 
23298 63437 

I. 1258 33519 

34031 10.1323 
135.67 4.0394 
15334 43627 
14551 43265 

II. 38 33687 

- 23759 


Currency USD 
US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 14104 
Saudi RIyal 03666 
Bahrain Dinar 235 
Qatar Dinar 03747 
Kuwait Dinar 33760 
Emirates Dinar 03723 
Lebanese/1000 


Middle Eastern Currencies 
| SAR I BAH | QAT } 


JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

0.7090 

3.7505 

0.3770 

- 

5^898 

0.5317 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

1.8806 

9.9483 

- 

0.1947 

1.0302 

1.0302 

2.3227 

1L2867 

1.2351 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

04643 

24661 

0.2469 

0.2076 

1.0979 

0.1104 



AED 

LBP 

EGP 

0.3053 

3.6728 

1527.00 

34160 

04305 

5.1803 

2153.74 

4.8181 

0.0814 

OJM 

407.15 

04108 

0.8097 

9.74 

405040 

9.0610 

0.0838 

14)1 

41944 

04383 

- 

12.03 

500246 

0.9383 

0.0831 

- 

415.78 

04301 

0.1999 

24052 

- 

24371 

0.0894 

1.0752 


- 



1337 14.19 

15.63 15.45 

1337 14.19 

1365 1377 

159.00 


Cum 


Mid-East Currencies 




SA RIyal 03666 0.4608 0.15905 

AE Dirham 03723 049087 0.16241 

KW Dinar 33760 530667 135427 

BH Dinar 0.3770 4.7824 1.58228 

CY Pound 13923 34111 1.1282 


BH Dinar 
CY Pound 



36.062 

434328 

351.37 

250446 


Curran 


US Dollar 
GB Startling 
DEMark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 




5.6719 

5.7422 

5.7813 

54063 

74115 

7.4948 1 

74948 

7.5000 

0.6683 

0.7500 

0.7604 

0.7813 

3.6717 

3.7968 

34063 

44624 

3.5313 

1.6458 

1.7813 

14683 

14668 

3.6367 

3.7520 

3.9688 

54880 

64280 

44930 

. 





ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE 

PRICE 


PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 


HIGH 

LOW 





350.000 

251.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.16 


2.340 

1.660 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

S 

3.540 

1-250 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.1 

0.00 


1.300 

■ 690 

KID. EAST ZMV.BK. 

62.4 

o.oa 

s 

2.680 

1-650 

INDUSTRIAL SCV.BX. 

9.2 

7. SB 

1 

5.500 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BK. 

18.1 

3-51 

s 

4.180 

1.790 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.9 

0.00 


.920 

.590 

JOR. CULT BANK 

4.0 

10.29 

s 

4.020 

1.750 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.5 

0.00 

5 

3. BOO 

1.750 

JOR . INV. PIN . BANK 

21. 2 

0.09 

8 

2.350 

1.610 

JOR. INV. FIN.BAHX/KEW 

t 

0.00 


1.400 

.800 

BE IX. AL- HAL (BEIZNA) 

.5 

17.44 


OOUt riHKSCIAI* KlUfUUBT 
ROUS INS BASK CENTER ArtiW - SKKEZSANZ 
TELEPHONE i 607172 / 607179 
MARKET SHARK PRICK LIST TO R SOKDAY 19 


19/04/1998 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, April 21, 1998 V 

IMF asks 
for study 
on effects 
of euro 


OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 

344.00 

344.00 


1.77 

1.80 

.03* 

1.35 

1.30 

.05- 

1.00 

.95 

.05- 

1.79 

1.79 

— 

5.45 

5.70 

.35* 

1.84 

1.85 

.01* 

.68 

.68 


1.83 

1.83 

- 

1.7S 

1.75 

— 

1.62 

1.62 


.87 

.86 

.01- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


IXSVRRHCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX* 241.84 *CHG* +0.62 


XHDXXi 123.07 XCHCt 0.00 


279 100077 


2.240 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.7 

5.02 

14 

14329 

7.500 

3.040 

VBCLS. OWNERS FED. 

11.9 

4.14 

1 

100 

3.050 

2.060 

SHIPPING LIKES 

74.2 

3.81 

1 

500 

1.550 

.960 

NATL- PORTFOLIO 

42.7 

0.00 

10 

5200 

4.600 

2.890 

ARAB 1NTL.1IIV.EDUC. 

10.4 

1.90 

I 

500 

1.830 

1.450 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.1 

fi.sa 

61 

25600 

.810 

.600 

UNION LAND DEV. 

« 

0.00 

1 

5000 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX I 119.14 ICHGi +0.2? 


4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT PACT. 

17.1 

3.82 

11 

5650 

7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

28.1 

3.51 

5 

13600 

2.200 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COKH.ACR. 

0 

0-00 

2 

577 

5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MANT. 

15.3 

3.60 

128 

40373 

1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

11.1 

7.46 

12 

7400 

6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDA VIA DV.XNV. 

7.3 

5.79 

5 

2800 

.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK E POULTS* 

16.6 

0.00 

7 

6650 

1.110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

22.0 

0-00 

3 

1000 

.620 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

14 

10600 

.780 

.370 

INTERKED.PETRO.CS0f. 

9 

0-00 

11 

7750 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WZHE.HYAC 

27.9 

0.00 

5 

1400 

.790 

.530 

JOR. 5ULPHO— CHSM 

0 

0.00 

32 

34900 

1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

14.8 

4.48 

26 

11691 

1.540 

.810 

OHXV. MOON. INDS. 

14.4 

6.67 

2 

500 

1.210 

.680 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9.3 

14.49 

3 

1300 

1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

10.3 

6.80 

5 

6800 

l.oao 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

14.4 

9.BO 

31 

58384 

1.790 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READ! WEAR 

49.3 

0.00 

2 

400 

l.?M 

1.080 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0-00 

10 

6650 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. E VEG. 

10.4 

0.00 

15 

9400 

.060 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.2 

8.54 

6 

2466 

.790 

.570' 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.3 

16.95 

24 

39900 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX* 109.25 XOBBi -0.30 
INDEX; 170.16 (CHS* *0.39 


PARALLEL MARKET 


rOR SUNDAY 


16330 

B0220 

669 

223843 

9980 

16891 

3269 

730 

6084 

3136 

1622 

20945 

15731 

450 

695 

20063 

59433 

560 

8164 

9913 

2037 

23546 


19/04/1998 


2.17 

2.19 

■ 02— 

3.04 

2.90 

.14- 

2.10 

2.10 

— 

1.07 

1.07 

— 

4.20 

4.20 

- 

1.55 

1.60 

.05* 

.67 

.66 

.01- 


2.89 

2.88 

.01- 

5-75 

5.70 

.05- 

1.15 

1.16 

.01+ 

5.44 

5.55 

.11* 

1.34 

1.34 

* 

5.95 

6.05 

.10* 

.49 

.49 

— 

.72 

.72 

- 

.58 

.57 

.01- 

.40 

.40 

— 

1.17 

1.16 

.01- 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

1.33 

1.34 

.01* 

.91 

.90 

.01- 

.70 

.69 

.01- 

1.46 

1.47 

.01* 

1.01 

1.02 

.01+ 

1.39 

1.40 

.01+ 

1.20 

1.22 

.02+ 

1.05 

1.04 

.01- 

.83 

.82 

.01- 

.60 

.59 

.01- 


1.050 

.910 

EXPORT fi FIN.BNK.75X 

17.2 

0.00 

11 

7847 

5335 

.94 

.93 

.01- 

1.230 

1.050 

ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 

P 

0.00 

5 

4750 

5500 

1.16 

1.15 

.01- 

.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9 

0.00 

17 

82B00 

33913 

.40 

.41 

.01* 

.800 

.660 

UNION INV. SO* 

9 

0.00 

8 

8280 

2069 

.75 

.75 

_ 

.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

14 

17250 

7073 

.41 

.41 

_ 

1.000 

.720 

AL-SBARQ ENV.OO. 

P 

0.00 

2 

100000 

100000 

1.00 

1.00 

_ 

.780 

.610 

AL-DAWLXYAH 

.8 

2.50 

1 

5000 

3350 

.68 

.67 

.01- 

.290 

.120 

JOR. INDS . MATCH- JEHCO 

9 

0,00 

8 

17500 

2275 

.13 

.13 

_ 

.610 

.370 

ARAB FOOD £ MED. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1750 

BOS 

.47 

.46 

.01- 

.470 

.240 

ARAB IKTL. ZMV.TRD. 

46.1 

0.00 

11 

13700 

5572 

.42 

.40 

.02- 

.750 

.360 

NATL . MULT . EMC . KAMI CO 

g 

0.00 

2 

3000 

1139 

.38 

.38 

_ 

.690 

.580 

MXDXXS? PHARM. 901 

E 

0.00 

1 

50 

26 

.62 

.61 

.01- 

1.650 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

4 

11066 

15249 

1.61 

1.61 

_ 

.730 

.550 

RAZZ PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

2 

1000 

680 

.67 

.68 

.01+ 

.460 

.240 

INDS. ENC. 

9 

0,00 

7 

4900 

1422 

.29 

.30 

.01* 

.830 

.490 

INDS _ CERAMIC 

13.1 

0,00 

3 

476 

234 

.50 

.50 

— 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

g 

0.00 

16 

15301 

9638 

.63 

.63 

.. 

.740 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 

9 

0. 00 

43 

55950 

30233 

.53 

.55 . 

.02+ 

.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 

z 

0.00 

I 

500 

175 

.59 

.60 

.01+ 

1.310 

1.000 

HUTR1DAR 

p 

0.00 

1 

200 

216 

1.10 

1.08 

.02- 

1.000 

.750 

EX8AL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.6 

9.13 

2 

1250 

715 

.83 

.83 


ID TOTAL 





160 

3S2570 

225618 





AM»(AN riNANCXAL MARKET 
BOOSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHKEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR HONDA* 20/04/1998 


.. -X' s 



PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

■P 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 


350.000 

251.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.16 

io 

1140 

392160 

344.00 

344.00 


2.340 

1.660 

JOR . NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

25 

12560 

22844 

1.80 

1.80 

S 

3.540 

1.250 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.2 

0.00 

1 

100 

134 

1.30 

1.34 

S 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL OEV.BK. 

9.2 

7.88 

6 

1630 

2914 

1.79 

1.79 

1 

5.710 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BK. 

19.0 

3.34 

80 

57163 

340334 

5170 

5.99 

s 

4.180. 

. 1.790 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.9 

0.00 

5 

690 

1366 

1.85 

1.84 


.920 

-590 

JOR. CULP BANK 

4.0 

10.29 

6 

12500 

8500 

.68 

.68 

+s 

’ 4.190 

'2.650 

ARAB JOR. INV. BK. 

39.6 

2.66 

1 

10000 

26000 

2.65 

2.60 

s 

4.020 

1.750 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.3 

0.00 

7 

1625 

2959 

1.83 

1.81 

N 

2.350 

1.610 

JOR. INV. PIN. BANK/NEW 

E 

0.00 

2 

450 

729 

1.62 

1.62 


1.400 

.800 

BEIT. AL-KAL (BEZTKA) 

.5 

17.65 

2 

500 

425 

.86 

.85 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX* 243.56 *CHG: *0.71 


145 9B358 798265 


ARABIAN SEAS XNSUR. 
JOB FRENCH I NS DR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 122.75 *CHG* -0.26 


2.240 

1.SS0 

JOR.BKCTRXC PWR. 

10.7 

5.02 

4.030 

1.320 

IKBXD ELECTRICITY 

13.9 

4.44 

1.550 

.960 

SAIL. PORTFOLIO 

43.1 

0.00 

4.600 

2.890 

ARAB XHTL. XNV.EDDC. 

10.4 

1.90 

1.830 

1.450 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.0 

6.96 

1:350 

.950 

UNITED FOR FI NAN. INV 

.7 

11.03 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 119. 

10 *CHGi 

-0.03 

4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

17.3 

3.77 

4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

32.3 

0.00 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

10.6 

6.12 

, 1.460 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

12.4 

6.99 

4 2.200 

1.1D0 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHABK. MAKE. 

1S.S 

3.57 

1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

11.0 

7.52 

6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDAMA DV. INV. 

7.4 

5.72 

.570 

.400 

LIVE STOCK £ POULTRY 

16.6 

0.00 

1.110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

22.6 

0.00 

.620 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

.780 

.370 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEK. 

g 

0.00 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE HIRE.KPAC 

28.9 

0.00 

.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPflO-CHEK 

9 

0.00 

1-560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

15.1 

4.38 

1.060 

.470 

KAWTRZR INVEST. 

51.2 

0.00 

1.540 

.810 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

14.4 

6.67 

1.210 

.680 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9.4 

14.29 

1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

ID. 3 

6.80 

l.oao 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO- 

14.4 

9.80 

1.790 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

4B.9 

0.00 

1.250 

l.OBO 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.8 

0.00 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. fi VEG. 

10.5 

0.00 

.860 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.3 

B.43 

-790 

.570 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.1 

17.24 


51 75926 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 

INDEX* 109.71 

*CHGi +0.41 

537 

630592 

1435779 

GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX* 171.11 

*CHC: *0.56 
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B1747G 

2354455 
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ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-SKARQ INV. CO. 
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ARAB INTL.IWV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 
KIDEAST PRARM. 90» 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI PHARM. 

INDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 

ADVANCED PHARMA. 2ND. 

NATL. POULTRY 

OPT I CALC HEARING 75* 

NGTRIDAR 

CABAL PRINT CO. 751 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

The International 

Monetary Fund's policy- 
making interim committee 
Thursday asked its execu- 
tive board to study the 
impact of a single 
European currency on fund 
operations. 

“The committee request- 
ed die Executive Board to 
examine further the impli- 
cations of EMU for fund 
operations and for ihe con- 
duct of fund surveillance, 
and to report its findings in 
time for the next meeting 
of the committee," it said 
in a statement 
The IMF interim commit- 
tee will meet again in six 
months' time. 

A European Central Bank 
is to come into being by 
July 1 at the latest. 

From January I, it will 
replace central banks in 
countries that qualify for 
membership of the single 
European currency with 
regard to management of 
monetary policy and set- 
ting interest rates. 

Bankers express 
concern about 
stocks surge 

BASEL, Switzerland (AFP) 
— Central bank governors 
from the Group of Ten (G-10) 
countries have issued a warn- 
ing about the boom on stock 
markets and said that the 
financial crisis in Asia had 
had little effect on growth of 
the world economy. 

The president of the 
German Bundesbank, Hans 
Tietmeyer, said after a meet- 
ing of the governors at the 
headquarters of the Bank for 
International Settlements 
(BIS.) that die trend on stock 
markets “has to be observed 
vety carefully.” 

The U.S. market has risen 
strongly for several years and 
markets in Europe have risen 
by 20-30 per cent so far this 
year. 

Regarding the effects of the 
crisis in Asia, the governors 
reported that the U.S. econo- 
my continued to progress in a 
relatively positive direction 
bin said they hoped decisions 
would be taken soon to boost 
the Japanese economy. 

“It seems to be necessary to 
create new confidence and 
new expectations for new 
growth,” Mr. Tietmeyer said. 

In Europe “growth is 
improving in most of the 
countries, but some countries 
are ahead in the cycle and in 
fighting unemployment.” 

Mr. Tietmeyer said that the 
governors “are not drawing 
any conclusions yet” but that 
“we will continue to observe 
and will discuss this point fur- 
ther” in the next few weeks. 

He declined to say whether 
or not the governors were 
worried by the price boom 
and did not indicate which 
aspects of the rise the gover- 
nors wanted to study in par- 
ticular 

The governors had also dis- 
icussed developments on bond 
'markets, and notably a con- 
tinuing decline of long-term 
yields, Mr. Tietmeyer said as 
president of the committee of 
G10 governors. 
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Sonics, Lakers and Nets Shac * 

doesn’t 

finish with flourish 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The Seattle SuperSonics 
and Los Angeles Lakers 
made statements as they 
enter the National 
Basketball Association 
playoffs while the * New 
Jersey Nets were just happy 
to get there. 

The Sonics won the 
Pacific Division title 
Sunday while the Lakers 
won for the third time in 
four games against NBA 
regular-season champion 
Utah and the Nets took the 
last playoff berth oh the 
final day of the NBA regu- 
lar season. 

Chicago's Michael Jordan 
won his record 10th NBA 
scoring tide with 28.7 
points a game and will lead 
the Bulls into a playoff 
quest for their sixth tide in 
eight years starting Friday 
at home against the Nets. 

Seatde's Gary Payton 
scored 27 points and the 


Sonics won 90-82 at 
Portland to claim their third 
consecutive Pacific division 
title. They held a tie-breaker 
edge on the Lakers after 
both finished 61-21. 

The Sonics open the play- 
offs against Minnesota at 
home w starting Friday, the 
same day the Lakers begin 
their first-round series 
against Portland. 

Utah play Houston and 
San Antonio meet Phoenix 
in the other Western playoff 
opening-round best-of-five 
matchups. 

The Lakers beat Utah 
I02-9S on Sunday, serving 
notice they will be a threat 
to Utah and Seattle in the 
Western Conference play- 
offs. 

With Utah and Chicago 
owning the NBA’s top 
records, this is the first year 
the NBA has produced four 
clubs with 60 triumphs. 

Shaquille O'Neal scored 


33 points to lead the Lakers 
past Utah but was 26 points 
shy of overtaking Jordan for 
the NBA scoring title. 

“Individual honors don’t 
mean much to me any 
more." O’Neal said. “I'm 
more concerned with how 
the team does. Michael is a 
great player. I’m just proud 
to have my name up there 
next to his.” 

Laker executive Jerry 
West, whose tenure as an 
NBA decision-maker is the 
league's second-longest, 
said the job’s stress is 
becoming too much for him 
but he will make a decision 
about retirement after this 
season. 

The Nets claimed the final 
vacant playoff berth, beat- 
ing Detroit 114-101 at home 
for their first post-season 
trip in four years. 

Kendall Gill scored a sea- 
son-high 27 points for the 
Nets, who lost three in a 


row but held off 
Washington for the last 
Eastern Conference playoff 
spot, booking a first-round 
date with the Chicago Bulls. 

The Nets won despite 
injuries to center Jayson 
Williams and guard Sam 
Cassell. Keith Van Horn 
scored 25 points and Kerry 
Kittles added 22 as New' 
Jersey sealed a LOih playoff 
bid in 22 NBA seasons. 

The Bulls won all four 
games with the Nets this 
season. The series opens 
Friday in Chicago. 

Other first-round Eastern 
playoff matchups pit New 
York against Miami, 
Indiana against Cleveland 
and Atlanta against 
Chari one. which beat 
Orlando 89-76 to gain a 
home-court edge in that 


senes. 


Bulls ’ challenge: Another championship 


CHICAGO (AP) — Are 
they too old for another 
championship? Too beat- 
en up by a regular season 
in which they were still 
among the NBA’s elite but 
no longer the dominant 
team? "Winning another 
title in what might be their 
final run could be the 
toughest assignment yet 
for the Chicago Bulls. 
Their quest for a sixth 
crown in the ‘90s begins 
this week. 

“We’re just happy the 
regular season is over.” 
Bulls coach Phil Jackson 
said. 

“We think there is a cer- 
tain amount of energy toss 
at the end of the season. 
Some of the guys looked 
IHce they were at the age 
we’ve been talking about 
the whole year. But we 
made it through the sea- 
son, I think, in great 
form.” The Bulls went on 
a late 13-game winning 
streak to secure home- 
coun advantage jn the 
East but then wearily 
dropped three of four to 
lose the homecourt should 
they make the finals 
against Utah. They strug- 
gled to win their final two 
games against 

Philadelphia and New 
York to finish the season 
62-20. 

"Going into the end of 
the season, it’s tough 
mentally to go oul there 
and push yourself for a 



Michae^ Jordan 


purpose. You know it’s 
the end of the season and 
you’re going to start a 
whole new one.” Michael 
Jordan said. 

“Now you're going to 
take time away for a 
week, go through prac- 
tices. dissect your oppo- 
nent and focus on the ulti- 
mate goal of winning a 


championship.” Jordan 
scored 44 points Saturday- 
night in the regular-sea- 
son Finale against the 
Knicks. with 22-of-24 
free throws. He was 11- 
of-24 from the field, mak- 
ing him 34-of-87 in the 
final four games of the 
season. 

The Bulls will host New 


Jersey in the first round 
with Games 1 and 2 on 
Friday and Sunday. They 
swept Washington out of 
the opening round a year 
ago. 

“We have to worry 
about ourselves. We 
shouldn't worry about the 
other ream.” Jordan said. 

“If we play our game, 
we can beat anybody in 
this league. It doesn’t 
matter who we play. I just 
like to prepare to play the 
best basketball we can 
play.” The Bulls must 
release their playoff roster 
Monday, when they will 
also determine when cen- 
ter Luc Longley might be-- 
ready to play. Longley 
missed 11 games, includ- 
ing the final five, with a 
bone bruise on his left 
knee. 

The future for Jackson 
and Jordan is still unclear 
as they enter the postsea- 
son. Jackson says the 
playoffs will be the Bulls' 
"last dance." “I’m going 
to enjoy the moment." 
promised Jordan, whose 
playoff scoring average is 
33.6. highest in NBA his- 
tory. 

“The next moment is 
not promised to you. It 
may well be the last 
dance. You should treat it 
as that, so you can per- 
form at the level you want 
to. not knowing.” 


NBA regular season final standings 
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26 
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42 
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46 
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catch 
Jordan on 
final day 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Michael Jordan won his 
10th scoring tide, the most 

in NBA history, as 
Shaquille O'Neal came up 
26 points shy of overtaking 
him. 

O'Neal, who needed to 
score 59 points to pass 
Jordan's average, had 33 
Sunday as the Lakers beat 
the Utah Jazz on the final 
day of the regular season. 

"I've already won a scor- 
ing title.” said O’Neal, who 
led the league with a 29.3 
average for Orlando in 
1994-95 — the year Jordan 
was finishing his baseball 
career. 

“I want that jewelry. 
That’s all I want,” O’Neal 
said, referring to champi- 
onship rings. 


Jordan finished with an 
average of 28.7 per game 
— the lowest league-lead- 
ing average since Alex 
English scored 2S.4 for the 
1982-83 Denver Nuggets. 
O'Neal finished with an 
average of 28.3. 

Jordan's Chicago Bulls 
teammate. Dennis Rodman, 
-won an unprecedented sev- 
enth consecutive rebound- 
ins title with an average of 
15~0. 

Rod Strickland of 
Washington won the assists 
title by averaging 10.5 per 
game, the lowest league- 
leading total since Magic 




Los Angeles Lakers Robert Horry (L) passes the ball around Utah Jazz’ Greg 
Ostertag, during first period of their NBA game in Inglewood, Ca. The Lakers beat 
the Jazz. 102-9S (Reuters photo) 


Johnson averaged the same 
number in 1982-83. 

Mookie Blaylock of 
Atlanta led the league in 
steals for the second 
straight season, averaging 
2.61 to edge rookie Brevin 
Knight of Cleveland. 

Marcus Cambv of 


Toronto won the blocked 
shots title with an average 
of 3.65. not even needing 
the 10 rejections he had 
Sunday as he had a triple- 
double in a loss to the 
76ers. 

Chris Mullin of Indiana 
was the most accurate free 


throw shooter (93.9 per 
cent), O’Neal was the most 
accurate from the field 
(58.6 per cent) and Dale 
Ellis of Denver won the 3- 
point accuracy tide for the 
first time in his career by 
shooting 46.4 per cent from 
behind the arc. 


Afghanistan 
to play first 
international 
in 3 years 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s Taliban-run 
sports body on Monday 
announced it has secured a 
series of international 

games for the national foot- 
ball squad in Saudi Arabia 
next month. 

The series would be the 
first international matches 
played by an .Afghan 
national team in three 
years. 

The Islamic militia- 

appointed head of the 
national Olympic commit- 
tee told reporters that a 
soon to be selected soccer 
team will play a series of 
friendly matches against 
Saudi Arabia in May. 

“We have started inviting 
teams from all over 

Afghanistan to select a 
team.” Mullah Abdul 
Shukur Motmain 

announced, adding that 
only teams from Taliban- 
held parts of Afghanistan 
would artend the selection. 

He also said an Afghan 
side had been invited to the 
Asia cup in Thailand in 
December, which a select- 
ed team tested in Saudi 
Arabia hoped to compete 
in. 

Afghanistan’s last inter- 
national tour was in Iran in 
1995 when the team played 
against a side in the north- 
west of the countrv. draw- 


ing 2-2. 


Baggio keeps hoping 


MILAN (AFP) — Roberto Baggiois living 
in hope that the more goals he scores, the 
closer he will get to the" World Cup finals. 

The Italian idol, sidelined yet again by 
Cesare Maldini for this week’s friendly 
against Paraguay, scored twice as Bologna 
beat his former club AC Milan at home for 
the first the time in 24 years on Sunday. 

An opportunist goal from close range and 
a penalty — he has converted nine out of 
nine spot-kicks this season, despite being 
remembered for his miss against Brazil in 
the 1994 final — brought his tally to 16. 

“I’d like lo score 20 this season, even 
though I’m not setting any limits to provi- 
dence.” he said. “I don’t know if these goals 
will be enough to convince the coach to call 
me up for the World Cup squad, but I’ll 
keep trying.” 

Baggio was watched by one of Maldini ’s 
aides in Sunday's 3-0 win. but he is still 
waiting to follow-up last year's welcome 
return to the national squad with a goalscor- 
ing performance against Poland. 

It remains his only objective in the weeks 
ahead, and was one of the reasons why he 
swapped AC Milan for Bologna last sum- 
mer — believing he had a better chance of 


making France ‘98 by playing regularly, for « 
a smaller club than ’ watching from the •' 

Milan substitutes' bench.” ~ r 

His former coach Fabio Capello said on 
Sunday that Baggio was back to the level 
when he played for Milan. 

But Baggio retorted: “Milan never gave 
me the chance to show what I was worth— 
and I’m delighted to be here and to have 
made the right choice. 

‘Tve improved since last year, and partly 
because I used to have to spend my . 
Sundays on the bench.” 

The goals, along with the support of the 
press and public opinion and a disappoint- 
ing season for Chelsea's Gianfranco Zola, 
are all on Baggio's side: but time is begin- 
ning to run out for the striker. Maldini will 
announce his squad of 22 on June 2. imme- 
diately after their friendly against Sweden 
in Stockholm and just a few days before 
leaving for the extravaganza in France. 


Rangers slump to costly loss 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
Aberdeen dealt Rangers'- 
hopes of a 10th straight 
Scottish Premiership title a 
major blow when they beat 
the defending champions 
1-0 at Pirtodrie on Sunday. 

Italian defender Lorenzo 
Amoruso was red-carded 
as Rangers' were shattered 
bv Stephen Glass’ 28th- 
minute winner that left the 
defending champions three 
points behind leaders 
Celtic with three rounds 
remaining. Needing victo- 
ry to keep pace with Celtic. 
Rangers lost their heads 
after the break in a stormy 
encounter. 

Glass’ deft 28th minute 
header was deserved 
reward for the Dons’ fluent 
display but the match 
turned uclv in the second 
half. 


Amoruso was given his 
marching orders for appar- 
ently raising an arm in a 
melee of players in the 
home team’s penalty area 
after 59 minutes. 

The award of a free-kick 
for John Inglis’ innocuous 
trip on Gordon Durie ini- 
tially sparked a booking 
for Scotland ‘keeper Jim 
Leighton for kicking the 
ball away. Stuart McCall, 
substituted minutes earlier, 
ran back on to retrieve the 
ball — against the rules — 
and having already been 
booked he could earn fur- 
ther disciplinary points. 

His cause was not helped 
by an angry exchange with 
fourth official John 
Rowbotham on the touch- 
line and he was fortunate 
not to be sent off. 
Amoruso's red card 


bemused supporters on 
both sides, but television 
pictures indicated the rais- 
ing of an arm to an unspec- 
ified member of the 
grouped Aberdeen back- 
line. 

It was only Amoruso’s 
second start for Rangers 
since his 3.9 million pound 
move from Fiorentina after 
injury sidelined him for 10 
months. That bizarre 
sequence of events on the 
hour almost overshadowed 
the significance of a score- 
line which lifted struggling 
Aberdeen to sixth. 
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Sports 


Barcelona 
champions 
as Juventus 
and Inter 
win 


PARIS (AFP; — Juventus 
stayed one point clear at the 
top of Italy’s Serie A on 
Sunday after edging Empoli 
1-0 as tide rivals Inter Milan 
ran out 2-0 winners against 
Udinese. 

Juventus' hero was substi- 
tute Fabio Pecchia, who had 
only been on a few minutes 
for French midfielder Zine- 
dine Zidane when he guided 
the ball past Empoli' s keep- 
er in the 70th minute. 

Juventus’ villain was 
Alessio Taccbinardi, who 
was sent off a quarter of an 
hour from the end for 
elbowing and nearly jeopar- 
dised their bid for a second 
consecutive league title. 

Inter were meanwhile 
saved by two late goals in 
the last 10 minutes' from 
France's Youri Djoikaeff 
and Ronaldo after being 
made to suffer at San Siro 
by Udinese’s Oliver Bier- 
hoff. Vicenza bounced back 
from Thursday night’s 
defeat to Chelsea, which 
cost them a place in the 
European Cup Winners Cup 
final, by beating third- 
placed Lazio 2-1. 

Vicenza playmaker Lam- 
berto Zauli opened the scor- 
ing in the 27th min ute, and 
Lazio’s Roberto Mancini 
tucked a 20-yard shot 
between post and crossbar 
just after the restart. But 
Vicenza kept up the pressure 
and were almost immediate- 
ly rewarded with a 54th 

minute winner from 

Pasquale Luiso. 

Marseille crashed to a sur- 
prise defeat on Saturday 
night, leaving Lens and 
Metz as the only teams who 
can win the Bench League 
championship • and both' 
assured of European Cham- 
pions League places next 
season. Auxerre beat Mar- 
seille 2-1, while defending 
champions and European 
Cup semi-finalists Monaco 
crashed 1-0 at home to 
lowly Toulouse in from of 



Barcelona's Brazilian stars Giovanni, Anderson and Rivaldo wear T-shirts forming 
the word ‘‘Champions?* flanked by Portuguese players Luis Figo (L) and Victor Baia 
(R) as they salute a cheering crowd atop an open bus to celebrate their 15th Spanish 
league title April 19. Barcelona secured the Spanish soccer championship with four 
games left to play after beating Real Zaragoza 1-0 at home (.Reuters photo) 


Greene and Boldon set tone 
for 1998 rivalry 

in the week. Smith said. 


just 3,000 spectators in 
another shock. Lens lead the 
league with 64 point with 
Metz on 62 and Marseille 
trailing on 55 with two 
rounds of matches remain- 
ing. 

Sabri Lamouchi and pro- 
lific Step bane Guivarc'h 
scored Auxerre 's goals as 
they downed Marseille, 
whose goal came from Ital- 
ian international Fabrizio 
Ravanelli. A 34th-minute 
header from Laurent Battles 
sunk Monaco at home and 
boosted Toulouse’s hopes of 
avoiding tbe drop. 

Paris St Germain are seek- 
ing a French Cup and 
French League Cup double, 
but their league form contin- 
ued to be dismal. They lost 
1-0 at home to Bordeaux 
and failed in their bid for 
their 400th league win. Syl- 
vain WUtord scored the only 
goal in the 40th minute. 

Le Havre assured their 
survival with a 1-0 win 
away to Strasbourg, with 
CyrUle Pouget their marks- 
man after 67 minutes. 

In other games Saturday 
night, Bastia beat Montpelli- 
er 2-1, Lyon kept alive their 
UEFA Cup hopes with a 3-2 
win over relagtion candi- 
dates Chateauroux and 
Guingamp won 2-1 at 
Rennes in battle between 
two sides fighting to avoid 


the drop. Kaiserslautern 
drew 2-2 away to Hansa 
Rostock on Saturday to hold 
on to their one-point lead in 
tbe Bundesliga. 

A 69th-minute own goal 
by Rostock's Thomas 
Gansauge gave Kaiser- 
slautern the draw, while 
their closest pursuers Bay- 
ern Munich drew 4-4 away 
to bottom-placed Arminia 
Bielefeld. An 87th-minute 
goal by veteran Lothar 
Matthaus kept Bayern in the 
title race, although they only 
have three matches to play 
while Kaiserslautern have 
four. Four days after book- 
ing their place in the Cup 
Winners' Cup against Eng- 
lish Premier League side 
Chelsea. Stuttgart beat VfL 
Bocbum 2-0 in the only 
Sunday game. The win 
boosted Stuttgart two places 
to fourth and left VfL 
Bochum struggling in 15th. 
level on 34 points with Karl- 
sruhe who occupy the first 
of three relegation spots. 
German international Fredi 
Bobic. who scored the win- 
ner against ■ Lokomotive 
Moscow last week, opened 
his side's account in the 20th 
minute. 

Krassimir Balakow put the 
result beyond doubt though 
when he convened an 89th 
minute penalty for handball. 
Brazil’s Giovanni earned 


Barcelona a 1-0 win over 
Real Zaragoza at the Nou 
Camp stadium on Saturday 
which clinched their 15th 
Spanish league title. 

Barcelona had dominated 
the league in recent weeks 
but the win made absolutely 
sure they regained the tide 
Real Madrid won last year. 

Barcelona are now 14 
points ahead of second- 
placed Madrid, who 
thrashed Real Oviedo 5-1 on 
Sunday, but both teams have 
only four games left. Real 
Zaragoza nearly scored 
twice in a spell just before 
the break, but Barcelona 
also had a great chance 
when a Roger free-kick 
from well outside the area 
was palmed over the bar. 

But it was all over when 
Brazil's Giovanni rose at the 
far post to head home in the 
77th minute and seal the 
title. He also hit an injury 
time tree-kick onto the 
crossbar. 

Then on Sunday, Athletic 
Bilbao grabbed second 
place for a while with their 
2-0 win over Compostela 
but Real Madrid regained 
their second spot in a late 
fixture. Real Madrid’s Fer- 
nando Morientes and Raul 
both hit two goals and 
Manuel Sanchis bagged the 
other in their 5-1 win over. 
Oviedo. 


WALNUT. California 
(AFP) — Ato Boldon won 
the Ml SAC Relays 100m 
in 9.S6sec here Sunday, 
claiming the third-fastesi 
time in history and launch- 
ing a 1998 assault on Dono- 
van Bailey’s world record 
of 9.84. 

Boldon. the 200m world 
champion from Trinidad, 
said he fully expected Bai- 
ley’s mark to fall — he and 
his HSIntemationa] club- 
mate Maurice Greene of the 
United States are both gun- 
ning for it. 

Greene, the 100m gold 
medallist at the 1997 world 
championships in Athens, 
cruised to victory in the 
200m here in 20.05sec. the 
fastest time in the world 
this year. 

Boldon said he and 
Greene, who train under 
coach John Smith, have 
been egging each other on 
in a bid for the record. 

“We've got to get this 


PARIS (AFP) — Rookie 
Sarah Pitkowski helped 
defending champions 

France rally from 1-2 down 
to beat Belgium 3-2 in their 
Fed Cup World Group I 
first-round match in Ghent 
on Sunday. 

Pitkowski downed 
Sabine Appelmans 4-6, 6- 
3. 6-2 to pull France level 
and Nathalie Tauziat and 
Alexandra Fusai then beat 
Els Callens and Laurence 
Counois 6-4, 6-0 in the 
decisive doubles. 

France's victory was a 
bitter blow for Dominique 
Van Roost, who won both 
her singles for Belgium but 
got no support from her 
reammates. French captain 
Yannick Noah was left 
relieved that two of his 
controversial derisions 
paid off. 


record under 9.8." said 
Boldon. adding that he was- 
n’t in the least surprised to 
run so fast so early in the 
season. 

“I told John (Smith) that 
if tbe wind was anywhere 
around 2.0, there was going 
to be a world record," he 
said. And Boldon said there 
was plenty of room for 
improvement over the sea- 
son. 

Boldon said technically 
he was “not even dose" to 
perfecL 

“The scan was much 
improved. Unfortunately 
my legs aren't quite there 
yet I got a little wobbly 
around SO-85 (m). 

Greene, 23. said his earlv- 
season stab at the 200 was 
no indication that he would 
let Boldon have his way in 
the 100m. 

“Me and Ato have a 
plan," Greene said. “I'm 
going to break it first, and 
he’s going to break it sec- 


In addition to dropping 
France's top-ranked player 
Mary Pierce. Noah aiso 
selected Pitkowski to play 
singles ahead of the higher- 
ranked Nathalie TauziaL 
France will now face 
Switzerland in the semi- 
finals on July 25-26 after 
World No. I Martina Hingis 
led the Swiss to a 4-1 win 
over the Czech Republic in 
Prague. 

The teams were level 1-1 
after Saturday's opening 
singles, but the Swiss 
swept Sunday’s matches 
with Hingis beating Jana 
Novotna ~4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 
Patty 1 Schnyder downing 
Adriana Gersi 6-3. 6-3 and 
Hingis and Schnyder then 
defeating Denisa Chladko- 
va and Ludmila Richterova 
6-0, 6-1 in the doubles. 

Magui Serna, a 19-year- 


ond. and I'm going to break 
it a third lime and have it at 
the end of the year." 

Asked if he was sure 
Boldon saw it quite the 
same way, Greene laughed. 

“Thai’s my plan — I 
don't know what his plan 
is!” 

The HSIntemational 
squad was set to head for 
the Penn Relays next week- 
end, but an injury to 4 x 
100m leadoff man Jon 
Drummond may prompt 
them to cancel that trip. 

Drummond went down 
just strides into the race, 
apparently suffering from 
some kind of back injury. 

fiance's double Olympic 
gold medallist Marie-Jose 
Perec, who also trains with 
Smith, was a no-show. 
Originally entered in the 
100m and 200m, she decid- 
ed not to run because she 
caught a cold flying back to 
California after a promo- 
tional trip ro France earlier 


old replacement for the 
injured Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, led Spain to a stun- 
ning 3-2 win over Germany 
in Saarbrucken and the 
Spaniards will face the 
United States in the other 
semi. 

Serna won her final sin- 
gles and then teamed with 
Conchita Martinez to win 
the doubles as Spain came 
back from 1-2 down after 
former Wimbledon cham- 
pion Martinez lost both of 
her singles. Serna beat Jana 
Kandarr 6-3, 6^4 and then 
joined Martinez to defeat 
Wiltrud Probst and Andrea 
Glass 6-4. 7-6 (7/5) in the 
decisive doubles. 

The Americans took a 
winning 3-0 lead over the 
injury-depleted Nether- 
lands at Kiawah Island, 
South Carolina, when 


American John Godina, 
shot put gold medallist last 
year at the world champi- 
onships in Athens, complet- 
ed the best weight-throw 
double in history with vic- 
tories in both the shot and 
discus. 

Godina won the shot with 
a throw of 21.7Sm. and he 
captured the discus with a 
throw of 66.47. Both are 
the best in the world this 
year. 

Another 1997 world 
champion, Marion Jones of 
the United States, turned a 
training race into a triumph 
with a victory in the 400m. 

Jones, the 100m world 
champion, clocked 50.36 to 
win the 400, the United 
States’ 100m world cham- 
pion, tried her hand at a rare 
400m — largely for train- 
ing purposes she said — 
and walked away with the 
second-fastest time in the 
world this year of 50.36. 


Lindsay Davenport beat 
Miriam Ore mans 6-1. 6-2. 
The Americans avenged 
their surprise 3-2 opening- 
round loss to the Dutch a 
year ago. 

That defeat came in 
Europe as the Americans 
were trying to defend their 
record 15th Fed Cup 
crown. Davenport, not cho- 
sen for last year's loss to 
the Dutch, rose to 21-2 life- 
time in Fed Cup play. Rus- 
sia surprised Australia 3-2 
in a World Group II match 
in Perth and they were 
joined in the final four by 
Italy, who beat Austria, and 
Slovakia, who won away to 
Argentina. 

The Croaria-Japan match 
will be played in 
Dubrovnik next weekend. 


France rally to win in Fed Cup; 
U.S take 3-0 lead 
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Scottish Premiership 
Aberdeen 1 

Belgian League 
Antwerp 3 
Harelbeke 0 
Lomm'eJ 2 

FC Brugge 1 

German first division 
VfB Stuttgart 2 

Dutch League 
FC Groningen 2 
Breda 1 

FC Utrecht 0 


Rangers 


Standard Liege 5 
Charleroi 0 

Aalsr 2 

Ekeren 3 


Bochum 


Ajax Amsterdam 4 
Feyenoord 3 

Doetinchem 0 



IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 

Harold Peter Turner 

Canadian Lawyer — Specialist in Immigration Law 
Engineers, Accountants. Computer Professionals, Chemists, 
Marketing Consultants, Financial and Investment Analysts, Phys- 
iotherapists and many other occupations are in demand. Mr. 
Turner will be visiting Amman shortly. For an appointment, please 
contact Mr. Turner's Montreal office or Mr. Al Hammouri. his local 
representative at 5698963 after 6 p.m. any evening or 097/66708 
(Mobile) any daytime or 5 154075/51 54076/ Office time from 9:00- 
2:00/3:00-6:00. 

Harold Peter Turner, 256 Devon Avenue 
Montreal, Canada H3R 1B9 
TEL: 514-731-3544 

FAX: 51 4-737-3770, E-MAIL: ficus® macten.net 


An Excellent Family Apartment For Rent 


245 - sq.m, first floor of only two-floor bldg. 
Fully, carefully & newly furnished. 
Nicely decorated and equipped. 


Location is the best one in Amman 


If interested please call: 593 25 09 


The Goethe ■ Institut Amman '0 O 

cordially invites you to attend 
a lecture (in English) entitled 

THE EURO - DAWNING OF R NEW 
LEADING CURRENCY 
by Hans G . Pirner 

Regional Representative of the 
Commerzbank, Beirut 
on Tuesday, 21/4/98 at 6.30 p.m. 
at the Goethe - Institut Amman 
Jabal Amman Tel : 4641993 


Serie A 
strikes 
blow for 
children 

MILAN (AFP) — Chil- 
dren’s rights leaders were 
celebrating a victory in 
Italian soccer on Monday, 
after a successful campaign 
against the exploitation of 
child labour in the manu- 
facture of footballs. 

Balls were handed out by 
children wearing specially- 
made T-shirts to all the cap- 
tains of Serie A and B 
teams before kick-off at the 
weekend, as part of a 
UNICEF-sponsored initia- 
tive. 

The balls had been sewn 
together using adult-only 
labour in Pakistan, a leader 
in worldwide production, 
while the Italian T-shirts 
bore the slogan “I didn’t 
sew this.” 
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Food - Detergents - Stationary - Household 
Abdali - Opposite Parliament - Tel 5693131 



With our Security Systems 


Security, Access Control, Fire Alarm, 
Close Circuit TV Cameras, 

Bullet Proof Glazing 
Communication Systems. 

Ideal For Embassies, Residents, Banks 
Trade Complexes 

Oftnce /&&J 

JORDAN ENGINEERING SYSTEMS 
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To resolve PoW issue: 


Iran, Iraq open border talks 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Ten 
years after a conflict that left 
more than a million dead or 
wounded. Iraq and Iran hope lo 
bridge differences with talks on 
freeing their remaining prison- 
ers of war (PoWs). 

The former adversaries 
began discussing a final 
exchange of prisoners at a 
meeting Monday at an Iraqi 
border post An Iranian diplo- 
mat in Baghdad described the 
discussions as “very positive 
and encouraging" and said 
they could help resolve human- 
itarian issues still remaining 
from the 1 980- S 8 war 

The Iranian side, he said, was 
beaded by Abdullah Najafi. 
chairman of the commission 
for PoWs. The Iraqi delegation 
was led by Rjyad AJ Qaisi a 
deputy foreign minister 


The meeting at the binder 
post of Mundhariya. 120 kilo- 
metres east of Baghdad, fol- 
lows the recent release of more 
than 5,000 Iraqis and some 300 
Iranians, the largest prisoner 
swap between die neighbours 
since 1990. It could lead to 
freedom for many more pris- 
oners. some jailed for up id IS 

years. The thaw in the coun- 
tries' stormy relations began 
when Iraq's state-run media 
halted its bitter attacks on Iran 
after Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami took 
office in August Iraqi 

President Saddam Hussein 
vowed to respond to any step 
by Iran to notmalise ties. 

Now, even visits by junior 
Iranian officials are highlighted 
by Iraq's official press, and the 
country's most influential 


newspaper — Babel owned 
by President Hussein's eldest 
son. Uday — has repeatedly 
called for an alliance between 
Iraq, ban and Syria. Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammed 
Saeed Al Sahhaf has visited 
Iran twice since Mr. Khatami 
took over. His talks in the capi- 
tal Tehran led to the huge pris- 
oner swap early this month. 

Under the auspices of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross, Iran handed over 
5,584 Iraqi POVVs in return for 
three Iranian prisoners and 3 16 
so-called civil law detainees, 
those that Iraq says were arrest- 
ed after the conflict 

Iran has so for released more 
than 56,000 Iraqi PoVVs. More 
than 10.000 Iraqis are still in 
captivity in Iran, according to 
Iraqi officials. 


Arabs boycott EU meeting 
on Iraq’s oil-for-food deal 


LONDON i AP) — With 
Iraq and most of the Arab 
World boycotting it, a 
European Union confer- 
ence opened Monday 
aimed at speeding up ways 
of implementing a U.N. oil- 
for-food programme. 

“The problem is how to 
help the people without 
helping the regime," EU 
Commissioner for 

Humanitarian Affairs 
Emma Bonino said. 

Britain, current president 
of the 15-nation EU, decid- 
ed to hold the conference 
after U.N. Secretary- 

General Kofi Annan avert- 
ed looming war by getting 
Iraq to- sign a Feb. 23 agree- 
ment on weapons inspec- 
tions. 

Since 1996. the United 
Nations has eased sanc- 
tions to allow Iraqi 

President Saddam Hussein 
to export limited amounts 
of oil to buy food and med- 
icines. In June, the United 
Nations raised the oil sales 
ceiling from S 2.14 billion 
to $5.26 billion every six 
months. 

In Cairo, newspapers on 
Monday quoted Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa as saying Egypt was 
not invited to the London 
conference and that “Arab 
and Gulf countries turned 
down invitations.” 

Britain, which like the 


United States is a promi- 
nent advocate of sanctions, 
took a lead in expanding 
the oil-for-food programme 
— derided by Iraq as an 
attempt to alienate Western 
consciences about the suf- 
fering of ordinary Iraqis. 

British officials acknowl- 
edged that the Iraq 
Humanitarian Conference 
faced big problems. 

“We must find ways to 
make our programmes 
more effective, despite the 
lack of cooperation from 
the government of Iraq,” 
International Development 
Secretary Clare Short said. 
“There are no easy 
answers, but we must do 
everything we can” 

Attending the conference 
at Lancaster House, a gov- 
ernment meeting 'centre, 
were U.N. representatives, 
officials from the 15 EU 
nations, and delegates from 
charities and other aid 
organisations. 

“I hope that a good brain- 
storming session will pro- 
duce practical ideas... and 
make a real difference to 
the lives of the Iraqi peo- 
ple,” British Foreign Office 
Minister Derek Fatchett 
said. 

The British and U.S. gov- 
ernments accuse President 
Hussein of foot-dragging 
over purchases of food and 
medical supplies for Iraq's 


22 million people, while 
spending lavishly on him- 
self and his retinue. 

Last week, a team of 
Dutch experts working for 
the United Nations said 
Iraq's petroleum industry is 
in such bad shape that it 
will not be able to export its 
six-month quotas. The 
team said Iraq may not 
even meet the $4 billion it 
says it can manage every 
six months. 

The main condition of 
lifting sanctions, imposed 
after President Hussein's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, is 
U.N. -verified inspections 
of suspected sites for pro- 
ducing weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Last week, in what critics 
labelled a propaganda 
move, a left-wing British 
Labour Party lawmaker 
brought a 4-year-old Iraqi 
girl suffering from 
feukaeraia to Britain. 

Lawmaker George 
Galloway said the child 
was one of thousands dying 
because of lack of medf- 
cines. and that the London 
meeting was a belated 
recognition of the wide- 
spread suffering in Iraq. 

“Those of us who have 
been saying it for eight 
years have been routinely 
derided as Saddamist 
stooges,” he added in a 
BBC radio interview. 



SURFING THE AIR WAVES OVER QUEENSLAND: The trio of skysurfing daredev- 
ils hit the airwaves over Surfers Paradise Beach on the Gold Coast of Queensland on 
Saturday. Hie trio are part of the Extreme Games now being held on the coasL From 
top are Oliver Furrer of Switzerland, Knot Krecker of Germany and Mike Milton of 
Australia (AP Photo) 


Iraq maintains it is not hold- 
ing any Iranian FOWs. Bui the 
Iranian diplomat said Ml 
N ajafi presented documents to 
Al Qaisi about banians it 
believes are in Iraqi jails. He 
did not give a figure. 

The diplomat, who spoke to 
The Associated Press on condi- 
tion his name not be used, said 
Iran hoped to get a “final 
answer on its PoWs” from the 
Iraqis. 

He said Tehran would do its 
best to resolve the PoW issue 
“once and for all.” 

Discussions between the for- 
mer adversaries on exchanging 
tourists also are under way, the 
diplomat said. He said that just 
“minor technical details" stood 
in the way of Iranian pilgrims 
visiting holy shrines in Iraq. 

Algerian 
security forces 
implicated in 
more than 100 
cases of abuse 
— report 

ALGIERS (AP) — Algerian 
security forces or members of 
government-armed Chilian 
militias are being investigated in 
more than 100 cases of abuse, 
an Algerian daily repented. 

The independent .Al Watan. 
citing the justice ministry, 
reported Sunday ihai most of 
the suspects are police officers 
or members of so-called self- 
defence groups, which are 

armed by the government to 

protect their ores against attack 
by Islamists. 

■ Different courts are looking 
into 128 different cases of 
abuse, including theft, kidnap- 
ping. improper use of guns. 

! rape, and murder, the paper 
said 

Half the cases — 54 — con- 
cern suspected murders in pub- 
lic places, such as summary 
executions in the street, the 
paper said. 

Al Watan noted that 120 
police officers are currently 
being detained at an Algiers 
prison. ScrkadjL for theft, cor- 
ruption and other abuses. In 
only seven cases have the sus- 
pects been judged and sen- 
tenced it said. 

But it quoted unidentified 
ministry officials as saying most 
of the crimes were merely 
“blunders." 

"We are far from catastro- 
phe.'" an official was quoted as 
saying. 

New spapers recently reported 
the arrest of two mayors and 
five civilian miiiria leaders for at 
least two killings, and maybe 
dozens more, in an area where 
suspected Islamists have carried 
out brutal massacres. They have 
since been freed conditionally, 
and authorities haven't com- 
mented on their status. 

Algerian 
suspects given 
jail sentences 
in Belgium 

BRUSSELS i AFPi — Three 
suspected Algerian extremists 
charged with throwing a 
grenade at Belgian policemen 
during a hot pursuit in 
December 1995 were sen- 
tenced Monday to prison 
terms ranging between two 
and free ‘years, authorities 
announced 

One of the defendants, how- 
ever. walked free after the 
court suspended his three-year 
sentence, the Belga news 
agency reported. He was iden- 
tified as Mohammad Ali Al 
Majda. a member of Algeria’s 
extremist Armed Islamic 
Group (GiA). 

His brother, Youssef, was 
sentenced to two years and the 
third suspect Kamel 
Saddedd in e. alias Xouredine. 
was sentenced to five years. 

Saddeddine was also sus- 
pected of having tried to 
recruit people fra - an organisa- 
tion in charge of collecting 
funds tor the armed Islamist 
insurgency in .Algeria. 

An investigation raw that 
network is still underway and 
could be linked to similar 
cases in France, Britain and 
the Netherlands, authorities 
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VISITING WITH REFUGEES: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan sitting on 
the floor with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, and a Palestinian refugee family in 
the Baqaa Camp, 27 kilometres north of Amman on Sunday (See story on page 1) 
(Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Yemeni troops encircle 
kidnappers of British family 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
troops have surrounded a vil- 
lage where tribesmen have 
been holding a British Council 
official and his family since 
last week, the British embassy 
said Monday. 

The government has “encir- 
cled the village with armed 
troops but are looking for a 
peaceful solution. We have 
emphasised that we want a 
peaceful solution." said David 
Pearce, the deputy' head of 
mission. 

The kidnappers' demands 
and the condition of the British 
hostages were unknown, he 
said. 

But security sources said the 
tribe based in the Dhamar 
region wanted the government 
tobuiJd a road for their remote 
villages. 

The Sanaa governor, who is 
also a senior tribal figure, was 
being sent to the region to help 
in negotiations for the release 
of David Mirchdl. his wife. 


Caroline, and their 14-year-old 
son Ben. Mr. Pearce said. 

The governor was instru- 
mental in securing the release 
of the last British hostage in 
Yemen, aid worker Henry 
Thompson, who together with 
two Yemenis was seized by die 
same tribe as Mr. Mitchell and 
held for 15 days in October. 

The Beni Dabiyan tribe at 
the time reportedly wanted 
financial aid for their region 
and for the government to 
complete electricity and water 
projects. It was not known if 
the demands were met 

Mr. Mitchell. 48-year-old 
head teacher at the British 
Council in Aden, is being held 
in the Beni Dabiyan tribal 
region of Dhamar. some 160 
kilometres southeast of here, 
security sources said. 

The Britons were seized last 
Thursday in an ambush on the 
road from the southern city of 
Aden as they drove to Sanaa 
airport for the wife and son to 


take a flight home after spend- 
ing two weeks in Yemen over 
the Easter holidays. 

Security sources said the 
Beni Dabiyan tribe also tried 
to kiHnnp a fo reigner in Sanaa 
last week but were foiled by 
police and fled, leaving behind 
a car. 

More than 100 foreigners, 
most of them tourists but also 
diplomats, have been abducted 
by Yemen's unruly tribesmen 
since 1993. They have been 
used as bargaining chips in 
disputes with the government, 
but released unharmed. 

A Dutch national was die 
last kidnap victim. The tourist 
was held lor 16 days in 
February before being 
released. 

In March, however, a 
German woman was shot and 
wounded as well as three 
Yemeni police escorts when 
gunmen opened fire at a tourist 
convoy in the eastern region of 
Maarib. 


Somali abductors threaten to 
kill aid staff if ransom not paid 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
Somali kidnappers of 10 Red 
Cross and Red Crescent aid 
worker* have threatened to 
execute them over 24 hours if 
they fail to get a S 1 million ran- 
som. the international Red 
Cross said Monday. 

The international 

Coraminee of the Red Cross 
(ICRCi added that it was tak- 
ing seriously the threat to the 
lives of nine expatriates and 
one Somali detained by mem- 
bers of one armed faction in 
the north of the capital 
Mogadishu since Wednesday. 

Television footage taken by a 
U.S. news agency on Sunday 
in Mogadishu included one of 
the aimed guards saving in 
Somali, “we will execute them 
if we do not receive SI 00.000 
for each one in the next 24 
hours." ICRC spokesman 
Michael Kleiner said. 

Mr. Kleiner said the ICRC 
look the threat "seriously." 
although the Geneva- based 
organisation has received nei- 
ther any direct or indirect ran- 
som demand, nor any confir- 
mation of the televised ultima- 
tum. 

The ICRC did not know the 
identity of the person who 
made the threat in front of the 
camera, he said. 

It was not clear when foe 
ultimatum was due to begin 
and expire, but the film was 
shown here on Sunday nighL 

However, in a statement 
Issued here on Monday, both 
the ICRC and the International 
Federation of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies 
said they were ‘'extremely 


worried" about their personnel 
abducted in divided 
Mogadishu, where rival war- 
lords hold different fiefs. 

The statement said television 
pictures showed a man threat- 
ening an ICRC delegate with 
his rifle and issuing a ransom 
demand together with the ulti- 
matum. 

"Shocked by this spectacle, 
the ICRC and the International 
Federation appeal to all parties 
concerned not to expose the 
ten captives to public curiosi- 
ty." 

Mr. Kleiner explained that 
the broadcasting was a public- 
ity tool for the kidnappers, 
allowing them to step up the 
pressure. He added: ‘The pres- 
ence of television cameras 
endangers the lives of our col- 
leagues." 

Se\en of the foreign 
hostages work for the ICRC 
and two for the Federation, 
while the Somali is employed 
by the local Red Crescent. Two 
of the expatriates are Swiss, 
while the others come from 
Germany, Belgium. France. 
Norway, the United States. 
South Africa and Kenya. 

The abductors are members 
of a sub-clan dominant in 
north Mogadishu. The 
hostage-taking has worsened 
clan feuding and stopped all 
relief work as well as efforts lo 
establish a joint authority in the 
city, divided since the 1991 
ouster of dictator Mohammad 
Ziud Barre. The ICRC said it 
was in constant contact with 
elders of the clans and with 
politicians and influential 
Somalis who are holding talks 


with the kidnappers. . 

The Red Cross agencies on 
Monday called again for the 
immediate and unconditional 
release of the hostages and 
urged them to respect the 
“physical and moral integrity 
of the ten.' ' 

The ICRC, which has a stat- 
ed principle of never paying 
out ransom, said it was confi- 
dent it had adopted the right 
approach to secure the release 
of the aid workers. 

On Sunday, the executive 
director of the U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF). Carol 
Bellamy, implied that a ran- 
som call had teen issued by 
the hostage-takers when she 
said that aid bodies had a 
"principle" of refusing to meet 
such demands. 

Swiss television at midday 
Sunday showed clips in which 
the hostages appeared unsmil- 
ing. bare -chested, with doths 
tied at the waist and wrapped 
around their legs, standing or 
sitting in a room. They looked 
fit though no sound or state- 
ment accompanied the film. 

In a later news programme, 
several hostages sdroilariy 
dressed appeared outside in a 
narrow passage between two 
walls. The film showed one of 
the guards forcing a Swiss 

prisoner to raise his arms while 

threatening him with a gun. 

The guard then made the 
other hostages lie down on the 
floor. 

Mr. Kleiner said (hat packs 
of playing cards and basic 
necessities had been delivered 
to ffie prisoners on Sunday. 


Iranian deputy calls for better ties with Germany 


TEHRAN (AFP) The 
deputy speaker of the Iranian 
parl iament Hassan Ruhani, on 
Monday called for efforts to 
improve ties with Germany 
which have been .strained bv 
the death sentence handed to a 
German businessman. 

In talks with visiting German 
Deputy Guenter Verheugen of 
the Social Democratic" Party 
(SPD), Mr. Ruhani accused 
“certain enemies who wanted 
to damage the good relations 


between Bonn and Tehran,” 
said state television. 

Mr. Ruhani called on the' 
leadens of both countries “to 
n^create a climate of confi- 
dence to strengthen ties." 

The Iranian press has report- 
ed that Mr. Verheugen is to 
hold talks about the case of 
Helmut Hofer. 56. whose 
arrest and death sentence for 
having sex with a Muslim 
woman was 
announced in January. 


According to Iranian televi- 
sion, Mr. Nferheugen told Mr. 
Ruhani that Germany “wanted 
to improve its relations with 
Tehran and hopes that recipro- 
cal visits will contribute 
towards strengthening cooper- 
ation in many fields." 

Mr. Vaheugea who arrived 
in Tehran on Monday, is a for- 
eign affairs expen and the vice 
president of the SPD camp in 
the Bundestag. 


Queen Elizabeth’s T ' 
wealth down ; 

LONDON (AP) — Queen 
Elizabeth IZ has taken a hit 
in the pocketbook. The . 
queen tumbled 21 slots on. 
the Sunday Tunes' annual 
list of Britain’s richest peo- . 
pie, coming in 94th with an 
estimated fortune of $420 
million. Sir Paul 
McCartney displaced 
Andrew Lloyd Webber as 
Britain's richest musician. 
The Times estimated the 
former BeatJe’s fortune at 
$840 milli on compared to 
Webber’s $806 mini on . 
Still, those figures seem 
paltry compared to the 
wealth of the man who fin- 
ished first: Lord Sainsbory 
has an estimated wealth of 
$5.5 billion. 

Downey and out 

NEW YORK (AP) — After 
spending more than four 
months in the Los Angeles 
County jail, Robert 
Downey Jr. has come to 
appreciate the simpler 
things in life. “I can’t tell 
you what a pleasure it is 
just to take a nice shower," 
the actor says in the latest 
issue of Time magarint*. 

“It’s so cool — using a hair 
dryer again, good towels — 
and I can lock the door if I 
want.” Downey, 33, was 
released from jail earlier 
this month. He was sen- 
tenced last year after test- 
ing positive for drugs, a 
violation of his probation 
from an earlier drug con- 
viction. 

BBC defends 
payment for interview 
with OJ. Simpson 

LONDON (AFP) — The- 
BBC Monday defended 
paying $ 16,000 to O J. 
Simpson for an interview, 
saying that the money 
would not be pocketed by 
the former American foot-. _ . 
ball star but would be used - 
to pay civil damages. "OJ. 
Simpson was paid a fee 
within our producer’s 
guidelines, as anyone 
would be on a whole pro- 
gramme interview,” the 
television network said in a 
statement- “We do not dis- 
cuss fees, but in this case, 

OJ. Simpson fees, paid 
directly to his agent, will 
go into the fund Chat is pay- 
ing legal damages awarded 
to the Goldman family fol- 
lowing the civil suit against 
O J. Simpson.” 

Huppert to launch 
Cannes festival 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
actress Isabelle Huppert is 
launching this year's 
Cannes film festival next 
month. She’ll close it too. 
Huppert. the star of “La 
Ceremonie*’ succeeds her 
veteran compatriot Jeanne 
Moreau, who did the hon- 
ours last year; for the festi- 
val's 51st edition. The 
opening gala is on May 13 
and the festival closes on 
May 24. Huppert has had 
12 films presented at 
Cannes in a career that so 
far has spanned more than 
two decades. The Cannes 
festival jury is headed by 
Martin Scorsese and 
includes actress Winona 
Ryder, director Alain 
Comeau and writer Zoe 
Valdes. 


Protesters string 
undergarments 
across finance 
ministry’s doors 

MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Protesters against financial 
reforms working their way 
through the Mexican con- 
gress strung clothes lines 
hung with underwear 
across the doors of the 
country's finance ministry. 
Red lace panties and fresb-- 
ly washed pink-and-white 
boxer shorts were among 
the undergarments pegged 
to cords tied across the 
ministry’s glass doors in 
the south of Mexico City, 
television pictures showed. 
Televisa news said th e 
protest was organised by 
bank debtors still suffering 
from the after effects of the 
1994 peso crash, who 
wanted to draw attention. tij , 
their plight. 
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